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Law permeates all social activity. It defines relationships,
protects rights, imposes obligations and gives structure to
governmental and commercial enterprise. Law graduates
are well equipped to analyse complex issues, find solutions
to a wide variety of problems and contribute to decision
making at all levels. They are skilled in the precise use of
language, both oral and written. They understand the limits
of law and its relationship with other social forces. Many
graduates find careers as lawyers in private practice, but
others prefer to work in business, government, the public
sector or welfare agencies.

“Otago has a well-resourced Law faculty with an international academic
reputation.  It has academics who are leaders in their field and active
in the profession with courses designed to prepare students for their 
future professional life.”

Joanna Murdoch BA(Hons), MA, LLB (Hons)

Solicitor, Luke Cunningham & Clere
Wellington
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CHRIS CURRAN
Chris Curran opted for a double degree in English
and Law which he completed in 2001. Chris had
a natural interest in the flexibility of language and
a background in public speaking which led him
naturally to study law. Like any first year, he was
a bit apprehensive but he quickly found the LAWS
101 lectures and the stimulating tutorials interesting
and challenging.

Since graduating he has worked as a Judges Clerk
to the Rt. Hon. Justice Blanchard in the Court of
Appeal and gained a Rhodes Scholarship  (one
of seven Otago Law Faculty Rhodes Scholars in
recent years) that allowed him to study at Oxford
University.

“Having now taken my first fledgling steps in the
legal profession, I can clearly identify the many
advantages of an Otago legal education. Employers
certainly love Otago legal graduates for their
unique mix of flexibility, practical problem-solving
skills and intellectual precision, whether they bring
those skills to legal practice or some other field”
Chris says.

While at Otago Chris was part of the Law Faculty
mooting team that finished 3rd equal with Harvard
Law School in the Phillip C. Jessup International
Moot Court Competition.

“I would strongly encourage any prospective
Otago student to consider studying Law.  There
is an emphasis on pastoral care within the Faculty
which is rare in today’s market-driven tertiary
education system. Throughout my time at Otago,
I was constantly encouraged to make the most
of the vast resources, both technological and
intellectual, at the Faculty’s disposal.”

Chris is now working as Assistant Crown Counsel
at the Crown Law Office in Wellington.

For questions about Law
Tel 0800 80 80 98
Email university@otago.ac.nz

Why study Law?
The LLB degree provides an excellent
grounding in such skills as analysing, decision
making, negotiation, researching and forming
legal and other arguments. Law graduates are
skilled in the precise use of oral and written
language and these skills are used in a variety
of occupations. Among the students enrolling
in the First Year Law paper are many who
want to gain an understanding of how the
law works in New Zealand as part of their
degree course.  These include students enrolled
in Commerce, Science, Physical Education,
Health Science, Arts, Consumer and Applied
Science and other degrees.

Background required
There are no specific requirements regarding
subjects taken at school, for entry into the
Legal System paper. In general, we advise
students to take those subjects at school
which interest them and they do well in. The
sorts of skills which are useful for law are
good language skills (English is therefore very
useful) and skills of analysis (maths is useful
here).  Another relevant subject, normally first
encountered at University, is philosophy.  You
could develop your language and analysis skills
by taking part in activities such as drama and
debating at school and at University.

Careers in Law
Law graduates work as legal advisers and
company secretaries in the commercial world,
they work in management and executive
positions in business and private enterprise.
Two thirds of Law students at Otago complete
double degrees because Otago’s flexible cross-
credit system opens up job opportunities in
areas like the media, public relations,
entertainment industry, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade, Information Technology
consultancies. Private practice has a variety of
fields of law to choose from e.g. commercial,
property, public, environmental, banking, wills
and trusts, family, criminal, sports, media, civil,
tax, maritime, intellectual property and medical
law.  All government departments and local
bodies employ lawyers for specialist legal
advice. Otago law graduates work in law firms
all over the world and also in organisations
like the United Nations, the International
Labour Organisation and Amnesty
International.  A Law degree is training for life.

Student Exchange
The University of Otago has exchange
agreements with more than 70 institutions in
over 30 countries. If your marks average B or
better you may qualify to attend one of these
institutions for one semester or for a year.
You pay only your New Zealand fees and
complete your qualification within the same
timeframe as if you’d never been away. Law
students are able to take Law papers at the
Law Faculty of specifically approved overseas
Universities.

Law at Otago
Law is a Four Year Professional Degree.  The Legal
System Course LAWS101 is the foundation for
the law degree but can be taken to count toward
another degree.  Admission to Second Year Law
is restricted to 200 students and is based on the
strength of the student’s academic record at
university with a particular emphasis on the mark
achieved for The Legal System.

The second-year course consists of papers in four
subjects which are fundamental to the understanding
of law, and which provide a foundation  for advanced
papers in subsequent years.  The second-year Law
papers are: Criminal Law, Law of Contract, Property
Law, and Public Law.

In the third and fourth years, students have three
compulsory papers: the Law of  Torts,
Jurisprudence, and Legal Ethics and Professional
Responsibility and a range of optional papers to
choose, from a list of about 40 papers.  You will
also complete a programme of research and
writing, undertaken in conjunction with your third
and fourth-year papers, and a short programme
to develop skills of oral advocacy.

More able students studying for an LLB are given
opportunities to enrol for the LLB (Hons) degree
which involves supervised research work in addition
to the work required for the ordinary LLB degree.

Teaching style
LAWS101 is an open-entry full-year course
consisting of three lectures and one tutorial a
week.  Students will learn how to read, interpret
and apply Case Law and Statutory law.  Students
learn how to reason and justify arguments, how
to write clearly, effectively and persuasively.  In
tutorials students work in small groups and focus
on developing the basic skills of analysing a legal
problem.

Double major/degree options
You can combine your LLB work with study for
a degree in Commerce, Arts, Science, Health
Science, Physical Education and other degrees. By
cross-crediting papers between the two courses,
two degrees can usually be gained after five years
of study.  Your employment opportunities are
widened with a double degree and more than
two thirds of LLB students at Otago are enrolled
in this way.

Professional Options
Law at Otago is a professional degree. On
completion of the LLB, graduates who wish to be
admitted to the Bar have the option of undertaking
the Professional Legal Studies Course.  This course
ensures that lawyers entering all areas of practice
are equipped with the skills required to represent
clients competently and ethically.

Many graduates find careers as lawyers in private
practice, but others prefer to work in business,
government, the public sector or welfare agencies.
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