
Department of Zoology Prize for Popular Science Writing 
 
Purpose 
To encourage the promotion and communication to a wide audience of the scientific 
research or related topics conducted in the Department of Zoology in national and 
international non-peer-reviewed publications that are widely recognised as 
substantive and reputable sources of publicly available information. 
Eligibility 
Any student enrolled at the University of Otago. For postgraduate students with a 
primary supervisor based in the Department of Zoology, and where the content of the 
article is based on their postgraduate research, articles published within two years of 
graduation will be considered eligible. 
Prize 
Equivalent to the prizes awarded for the Elizabeth Mason and Fairlea Prizes 
(currently $1000). 
Timeline 
Prize to be awarded each February for an article published in the previous calendar 
year. Articles can be submitted to at any time of the year up to 31 Dec, either to the 
Department of Zoology administrative office or electronically to 
hod@zoology.otago.ac.nz, with the standard application form (attached below). 
Selection Committee 
A selection committee, comprising at least two members of staff of the Department of 
Zoology, will be convened each year to select and recommend a recipient of the prize 
to the Head of the Department of Zoology. 
Criteria for Prize Judging 
• Article published in a broadly distributed and accessible national or international 

web- or paper-based publication that is widely recognised as a substantive and 
reputable source of publicly available information. 

• The intent of the article must be to clearly communicate the excitement and 
importance of scientific research and science-informed debate to a wide audience. 

• Content of article must focus on the zoological research conducted in the 
Department of Zoology. 

• The author of the article should either be clearly identified as a student of the 
Department, or the content should be identifiably related to research conducted 
within the Department (i.e. the research in the Department of Zoology should be 
clearly contributing to the scientific or public debate). 

• Only one submission per author. 
• The published article shall be a substantive and accurate discussion and 

representation of the chosen topic. 
• The Selection Committee shall take into account the quality of the article, the 

prestige and reputation of the publication, and the audience reach of the 
publication. 

• The Selection Committee can, at their discretion, choose not to award the prize in 
any particular year if, in their judgement, articles of insufficient quality are 
submitted for judging. 

 



 
Department of Zoology Prize for Popular Science Writing 

 
Application Coversheet (to be attached to all submissions) 

 
 
Name: 
 
 
 
Mailing address: 
 
 
 
Preferred phone number: 
 
 
Email: 
 
 
Title of submitted article: 
 
 
 
Publication details: 
 
 
 
 
 
I confirm that I am the author of this original piece of writing. As either sole or first 
co-author, I took primary responsibility for drafting, editing and submitting this work 
for publication. I have the consulted with, and have the agreement of any co-authors, 
to submit this work for consideration for the Department of Zoology Prize for Popular 
Science Writing. 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
Date: 
 


