
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
 

BLAW 211 
Business Law Relating to Entities 

 
 
 

Semester One, 2023 
 

  



This course outline contains information specific to this paper.  For more general information 
common to your papers, please refer to the COMMERCE_UG_2021: Commerce 
Undergraduate Students site on Blackboard. 
 

Paper Description and Aims 
This course provides an introduction to New Zealand’s legal framework and the law 
governing commercial transactions, different forms of business structure and the legal 
requirements relating to these organisations. 
 

Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this paper, you should be able to:  
 

1. Demonstrate a basic knowledge of New Zealand law and the central role played by 
the government; 
 

2. Demonstrate the skills necessary to identify the sources of law; 
 

3. Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the place of the Treaty of Waitangi in the New 
Zealand legal system; 
 

4. Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the fundamentals of Property Law; 
 

5. Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the law relating to business organisations. 
 

6. Demonstrate a basic understand of the rules relating to capital raising 
 

Teaching Staff 
Paper Coordinator  
 
Paper C0 -Coordinator and Lecturer 
Name: Gerard De Courcy  
Email: gerard@downiestewart.co.nz 
 
Lecturer 
Name: Jo Westgate 
Email: joanne@wwls.co.nz 
  
 
You should contact Gerard with any administrative enquiries about the paper. 



  

Class Representatives 
Class representatives are an important means of communication between students and 
staff.  Contact details for your student class representatives will be posted on the Blackboard 
page for this paper. 

Course Delivery 
Lectures: 
 
Monday           5pm to 5:50pm     
Tuesday           5pm to 5:50pm             
Wednesday    5pm to 5:50pm             
 
Lecture room – To be confirmed 
 
Tutorials: 
Tutorials: See PIMS and the tutorial schedule on blackboard. 
 
Lectures present the key conceptual material through discussion and interaction between 
teaching staff and students. Attendance is important. 
 
Tutorials are interactive, collaborative sessions in which students attempt to cement 
concepts presented at lectures with their peers in a supportive environment.  Preparation is 
essential and required. 
 
Tutorials will be held in 9 of the 13 weeks in the semester.  A schedule setting out the weeks 
that tutorials will be held will be posted on Blackboard. You will be allocated to a tutorial and 
this will be available in e-Vision.  
 
Tutorials offer you the opportunity to work in groups on a series of problems designed to 
apply the concepts that you have been exposed to in class and from your reading, and to 
stimulate your interest in the course as it applies to legal issues.  The key feature of tutorials, 
as opposed to lectures and individual study, is participation of all members of the tutorial 
group.  You are expected to prepare for tutorials before going to them.   
 
 
Course Calendar: The course calendar (in this outline) details scheduling information.  Note 
that this calendar may change as the course proceeds.  Any changes will be announced at 
lectures and be detailed on Blackboard. 
 
Students are expected to prepare for and attend all classes to gain full benefit from the 
course 



 
These activities should be prepared for by reviewing information detailed on Blackboard and 
completing any assigned readings.  Students unable to attend a lecture are expected to catch 
up on missed material.  Unless stated otherwise, all aspects of the course are examinable. 
 

Course Learning Resources 
Recommended Text 
Hubbard Thomas and Varnham (2013) Principles of Law for New Zealand Business Students 
5th ed. Pearson Education, Auckland. 
 
Cassidy et al (2018); Guidebook to New Zealand Companies and Securities Law 9th ed. 
Wolters Kluwer 
 
These texts are available on reserve at the Central Library or may be purchased. 
 

Blackboard 
https://blackboard.otago.ac.nz/ provides you with access to course materials, class notices, 
and resources.  Blackboard is used to email the whole class so it is important that you check 
your student email and Blackboard regularly.   
 
Further information about student support, learning support and information, academic 
integrity and other University resources for students is available on the 
COMMERCE_UG_2021: Commerce Undergraduate Students site on Blackboard. 
 
 
 

Student Webmail 
We will use your student email account to email you information relevant to your programme.  
To forward your University email address to an email address that you use regularly: 
1. Log into your Student Mail account (http://www.otago.ac.nz/smlanding/) using your 

student username and password. 
2. Click the Cog button (top right corner). 
3. Click on Mail under Your App Settings.  
4. Under Accounts on left hand side, select Forwarding. 
5. Under the Forwarding heading, type in the email address you want your email to be 

forwarded to. You can also choose to have a copy of these emails kept on your Student 
Mail account, so please check the box if you would like this. 

6. Click the Save button. 
 

 

https://blackboard.otago.ac.nz/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/smlanding/


 
Academic Integrity and Academic Misconduct (Plagiarism) 
Academic Integrity 
Academic integrity means being honest in your studying and assessments. It is the basis for ethical 
decision-making and behaviour in an academic context. Academic integrity is informed by the values 
of honesty, trust, responsibility, fairness, respect and courage. Students are expected to be aware of, 
and act in accordance with, the University’s Academic Integrity Policy. 
 
Academic Misconduct, such as plagiarism or cheating, is a breach of Academic Integrity and is taken 
very seriously by the University. Types of misconduct include plagiarism, copying, unauthorised 
collaboration, submitting work written by someone else (including from a file sharing website, text 
generation software, or purchased work) taking unauthorised material into a test or exam, 
impersonation, and assisting someone else’s misconduct. A more extensive list of the types of 
academic misconduct and associated processes and penalties is available in the University’s Student 
Academic Misconduct Procedures. 
 
It is your responsibility to be aware of and use acceptable academic practices when completing your 
assessments. To access the information in the Academic Integrity Policy and learn more, please visit 
the University’s Academic Integrity website at 
www.otago.ac.nz/study/academicintegrity<http://www.otago.ac.nz/study/academicintegrity>, or 
ask at the Student Learning Centre (HEDC) or the Library, or seek advice from your paper co-
ordinator. 
 
For further information: 
Academic Integrity Policy 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116838.html 
 
Student Academic Misconduct Procedures 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116850.html 
 
Turnitin on Blackboard 
Turnitin is a text-matching software tool which reports matches between sections of student work 
submitted to it, and other material to which Turnitin has access (i.e. material available via the 
internet, and content of other student assignments which have previously been submitted to 
Turnitin). Turnitin is also often referred to as a plagiarism detection tool. All assignments submitted 
electronically through Blackboard are uploaded via Turnitin, and the report is available to the 
marker. You are able to check your draft assignment via Turnitin before you submit your final 
assignment. Full instructions and guidance for the use of Turnitin can be found at: 
https://help.otago.ac.nz/blackboard/assessing-your-students/turnitin/turnitin-for-students/ 

  
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/study/academicintegrity%3chttp:/www.otago.ac.nz/study/academicintegrity
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116838.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/otago116850.html
https://help.otago.ac.nz/blackboard/assessing-your-students/turnitin/turnitin-for-students/


 
Assessment 

All material presented is examinable (except where stated otherwise) by a terms test and the 
final examination.  All important assessment information such as times, content, guidelines 
and so on will be discussed at lectures and, where appropriate, detailed on Blackboard.  
Students are responsible for ensuring that they are aware of this information, keeping track of 
their own progress, and catching up on any missed classes. 
 

Assessment date % of  
final grade 

Terms Test TBA 30% 

Final Examination TBA 70% 

 
 

Course Requirements 
 
Assessment will consist of a terms test in the middle of the semester (time to be advised) and 
a final examination. 
The terms test                  30% of the course mark 
The final examination    70% of the course mark 
 
The course mark will be calculated by adding the terms test mark to the final exam mark. 
To pass the course, students must attain a mark of at least 50% of the course mark. 

 
 
Referencing Style and Style Guide 
For this paper the referencing style is (e.g. Harvard, Chicago, APA, etc).  Here is a link to the 
style guide: (insert link) Style guides are also available on the University Library website:  
http://www.otago.ac.nz/library/quicklinks/citation/index.html 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/library/quicklinks/citation/index.html


 
Learning Outcomes 

 

Learning Outcome 

Term
s Test 

Final Exam
 

Total 

Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the New 
Zealand legal system and the central role played by 
the government; 

15% 7% 22% 

Demonstrate the skills necessary to identify the 
sources of law and the techniques for interpreting 
and applying the Law; 
 

10% 0% 10% 

Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the place of the 
Treaty of Waitangi in the New Zealand legal 
system; 
 

5% 0% 5% 

Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the 
fundamentals of Property Law and Privacy Law 

0% 21% 21% 

Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the law relating 
to business organisations and capital raising. 
 

0% 42% 42% 

Total 
30% 70% 100% 

Course Calendar 
 

Commencing Topic Lecturer 

Starting Mon 27 
February 
 
Lectures 1-18 

Law and the Constitution 
Statute Law and Common 
Law 
Common Law and Treaty of 
Waitangi 
Property Law 
Privacy law 

Jo Westgate 

Starting Monday 
17April  
 
Lectures 19-38 

Partnerships 
Corporate Identity and 
Powers 
Role and Duties of Directors 
Shareholder’s rights 
FMA and Capital Raising 

Gerard DeCourcy 



 
Mid semester break  10 – 14 April 
Lectures end Friday, 2 June 2023 

Final exam period Wednesday 7 June – Wednesday 21 June 
 

Disclaimer 
While every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this document is 
accurate, it is subject to change.  Changes will be notified in class and via Blackboard.  
Students are encouraged to check Blackboard regularly.  It is the student’s responsibility to 
be informed. 
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