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This course outline contains information specific to this paper.  For more general information 
common to your papers, please refer to the COMMERCE_UG_2018: Commerce Undergraduate 
Students site on Blackboard. 

 

Paper Description and Aims 
ACCT409 is the second management accounting paper that comprises part of the Master of 
Professional Accounting degree. The primary objective of the paper is to provide students 
with an understanding of the management accounting function, including the tools, 
techniques, and systems management accountants use to inform senior manager decision 
making. The paper examines advanced issues of CVP analysis, standard costing system, 
allocation of joint and byproducts costs, allocation of support department and common 
costs, process costing, and issues relating to management control, performance 
measurement and behaviour in organizations which will further advance their understanding 
and knowledge of management accounting concepts. 

Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this paper, you should be able to:  
 

1. Carry out costing and quantitative techniques at an advanced level; 
2. Apply and defend the appropriateness of techniques to the production and 

presentation of information for management decision making by the use of case 
studies; 

3. Understand and integrate theories of Organisational Behaviour, Strategic 
Management, and Organizational Theory to Management Accounting. 

 
In addition to these knowledge-related learning outcomes, it is expected that this paper will 
serve to develop such generic learning skills as critical thinking, analytical thinking, and oral 
and written presentation. 

Teaching Staff 
Course Coordinator & Lecturer 
Dr Pallab Biswas 

Room: CO 3.31 

Office hours: Monday 1pm - 3pm, Friday 12 noon – 1pm (weeks 1-4) 
E-mail: Pallab.biswas@otago.ac.nz  

 

Lecturer 

Dr Muhammad Nadeem 

Room: CO 3.14 

Office hours: TBA 

Phone: 479 5658 

Email: muhammad.nadeem@otago.ac.nz  

 

Students should feel free to visit either lecturer for advice or help.  

mailto:Pallab.biswas@otago.ac.nz
mailto:ralph.adler@otago.ac.nz
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You should contact either lecturer for advice or help. 
 

Class Representatives 
Class representatives are an important means of communication between students and staff.  
Contact details for your student class representatives can be found on the Blackboard page for this 
paper. 
 

Course Delivery 
There are two lectures each week, as detailed below. 
 
Day  Time   Room 
Monday 3 – 5 p.m. CO 3.37 
Thursday 3 – 5 p.m. CO 3.36 
 
 
The “lectures” will follow a more interactive session than is usually the case for the average lecture. 
Expect the lectures to be more akin to a seminar. 
 
This paper emphasises student-centred learning. Although the facilitators will provide brief material 
reviews, the main aim of the paper is that students learn by doing.  
 
Students are expected to prepare for and attend all classes to gain full benefit from the paper. 
 
The paper is intended to promote an active engagement with the material it contains, both in terms 
of assimilating and critically evaluating the material and in terms of students’ engaging with their 
peers, tutors, and Departmental staff. A student should be continually asking himself or herself: 
“What do I think about this material, and why?” 
 
The Course Programme (in this outline) gives days and dates of lectures, lecture topics, and due dates 
for assignment work. The programme may change as the course proceeds, but notice will be given of 
any change. 
 
ACCT409 is an 20 point paper; the expectation is that a student will apply about 15 hours per week to 
the work of the paper; normally, each week, there will be 4 contact hours and up to 10-12 hours of 
reading and preparing for class, reviewing work presented and discussed, and carrying out the 
assessment tasks. 
 

Course Learning Resources 
The set textbook for the course is: 
 
Horngren, C.T., Datar, C.M., and Rajan, M.V. (2015). Cost Accounting: A Managerial Emphasis (14th 
Edition), Pearson Education Limited.  
 
Typically, a reference for a reading that is not from the set textbook will be posted to Blackboard. 
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It will not be possible for a student to succeed in the course if he or she does not print off a copy of 
each reading and study it thoroughly in advance of the class meetings for which it was set. 
 
The University of Otago library provides online resources for students. These include subject guides, 
and other research resources, and citation styles. They may be checked out at: 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/library/for/undergraduates/index.html 

Blackboard 
https://blackboard.otago.ac.nz/ provides you with access to course materials, class notices, and 
resources.  Blackboard is used to email the whole class so it is important that you check your student 
email and Blackboard regularly.   
 
Further information about student support, learning support and information, academic integrity and 
other University resources for students is available on the COMMERCE_UG_2017: Commerce 
Undergraduate Students site on Blackboard. 
 

Student Webmail 
We will use your student email account to email you information relevant to your programme.  To 
forward your University email address to an email address that you use regularly: 

1. Log into your StudentMail account (http://www.otago.ac.nz/smlanding/) using your 
student username and password. 

2. Click the Cog button (top right corner). 
3. Click on Mail under Your App Settings.  
4. Under Accounts on left hand side, select Forwarding. 
5. Under the Forwarding heading, type in the email address you want your email to be forwarded 

to. You can also choose to have a copy of these emails kept on your StudentMail account, so 
please check the box if you would like this. 

6. Click the Save button. 
 

  

https://blackboard.otago.ac.nz/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/smlanding/
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Assessment 
All material presented is examinable (except where stated otherwise) by assignments and the final 
examination. All important assessment information such as due dates and times, content, guidelines 
and so on will be discussed at lectures and, where appropriate, detailed on Blackboard.  Students are 
responsible for ensuring that they are aware of this information, keeping track of their own progress, and 
catching up on any missed classes. 
 

Assessment Due date % of  
final grade 

Requirements to pass  
this paper 

Case Presentation and Report on 
the Case Presented 

05 Oct’20 10% NA 

Mid-semester test TBA 35% NA 

Class participation Ongoing 10% NA 

Assignment/Quiz Ongoing 10% NA 

Final exam TBA 35% At least 50% 
 

Course Requirements 
The mid-semester test will cover the first six weeks of classes, that is, up to and including the chapter 
on spoilage, rework and scrap. The test will consist of few short problems that will be similar in type 
to the ones we will be working on during class time and which you should be practicing further on 
outside of class. 
  
 
Since the classes will be run more akin to seminars, your class participation is essential. You lecturer 
will grade your participation. The focus will be on quality and in particular how you contribute to 
making the class a better learning experience for everyone. 
 
The final piece of assessment will be the final exam. This exam will be cumulative and will be taken at 
a time that the University’s Examination Office sets. This date will be made known at a future point. 
 

To pass the course, a student must 
 

(i) Gain a mark of at least 50 percent on the mid-semester test 
(ii) Gain an average of at least 50 percent overall on the final exam. 

 
Quality Assurance 
 
At the Otago Business School we monitor the quality of student learning and your learning 
experience. Your assessed work may be used for assurance of learning processes, such as evaluating 
the level of achievement of learning outcomes, with the aim of improving the quality of our 
programmes. All material used for quality assurance purposes will be treated as confidential and the 
outcome will not affect your grades. 

 
 
 
Referencing Style and Style Guide 
For this paper the referencing style is (e.g. Harvard, Chicago, APA, etc).  Here is a link to the style 
guide: (insert link) Style guides are also available on the University Library website:  
http://www.otago.ac.nz/library/quicklinks/citation/index.html 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/library/quicklinks/citation/index.html
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Learning Outcomes 
 

Learning Outcome 
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Understand product/service costing 
√ √ √ √ √ √ 

Critical thinking √ √ √ 
√ √ √ 

Analytical thinking √ √ √ 
√ √ √ 

Oral and written presentation   √ √ √ √ 

Learn independently 
 

 √  √ √ 

Total 30 30 10 10 10 10 

 
Grading System 
 

The grading scheme used at Otago is: 

 

A+ 90-100 C+ 60-64 

A 85-89 C 55-59 

A- 80-84 C- 50-54 

B+ 75-79 D 40-49 

B 70-74 E <40 

B- 65-69   
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Course Calendar 
 

Lecture/ 
Tutorial 
Number 

Week Commencing Topic Lecturer 

1 Monday 6 July 
Introduction to paper 
CVP analysis: advanced issues 
Cost Behaviour Analysis 

PB 

2 Monday 13 July Standard Costing: Advanced issues PB 

3 Monday 20 July  
Decision making under conditions of risk and 
uncertainty 

PB 

4 Monday 27 July 
Cost Allocation: Joint products and 
Byproducts 

PB 

5 Monday 03 August   
Allocation of support department cost, 
common cost and revenue 

MN 

6 Monday 10 August Process Costing MN 

7 Monday 17 August Spoilage, Rework, and Scrap MN 

Mid-Semester Break 

8 Monday 31 August Introduction to revenue management MN 

9 Monday 07 September Revenue Management MN 

10 Monday 14 September 
Strategic capital budgeting and long-term 
investment decisions 

MN 

11 Monday 21 September Performance management  MN 

12 Monday 28 September  Performance management MN 

13 Monday 05 October 
 Sustainability and management accounting 
Case presentations & revisions 

MN 

 

Lectures end Friday 09 October 2020 
University Exam Period  14 October – 07 November 2020 

 

Disclaimer 
While every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this document is accurate, it 
is subject to change.  Changes will be notified in class and via Blackboard.  Students are encouraged 
to check Blackboard regularly.  It is the student’s responsibility to be informed. 


