
1The Resource Management Act – Information Sheet for HoDs

Overview
Most existing activities that take place on Dunedin campus are covered by the University’s 
specific zoning under District Plans. However some new activities may require resource 
consent or a variation to an existing consent. Research activities conducted off-campus by your 
department involving air or water discharges or land use may also require resource consent.
 

What are the main things to be aware of?
The University has a duty under the Resource Management Act (RMA) to obtain all 
necessary resource consents for its activities. Failure to obtain resource consent can 
expose the University (and management/staff personally) to criminal or civil liability, with 
significant penalties (up to $600,000 fines and/or imprisonment). The RMA is effects based 
and the University is expected to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse impacts of its activities 
on the environment. 

Activities that may trigger resource consent include: research activities carried out by 
academic departments, consents for building projects, signage, discharges to air, land or 
water, subdividing land, works to protected trees, water use and diversion, earthworks and 
infrastructure, placing structures in rivers or along coastlines, and alterations to use of  
a building. 

A number of RMA prosecutions have been initiated where contractors or management 
have ‘failed to check’ before undertaking activities. If your department is proposing any new 
research activities staff should consider RMA issues.  If there is any uncertainty about any 
new or existing activity, advice should be sought from the Resource Planner/Policy Adviser 
in the Property Services Division:

Katrina Roos 
Tel (03) 479 8024 
Email katrina.roos@otago.ac.nz 
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2 Getting it right

When is RMA consent required?
Resource consents are triggered by zoning rules under District and Regional Plans. This 
reflects a 2-tier system: land use matters are addressed by zoning in the District Plan and 
discharges / use of water through the Regional Plan. This includes coastal activities below 
the high tide line (Mean High Water Springs). 

The Campus Zone in the Dunedin District Plan gives the University permitted status to 
carry out a large number of activities without consent, however there are many exceptions 
where consent is required. The University must obtain consent for all discharge/water use 
activities that require it - there are no exceptions in the Regional Plan(s). Special permits 
may also be required for discharges of trade waste to the city’s stormwater or sewer 
systems. Residential Colleges and satellite campuses generally sit outside the Campus Zone 
boundary, and often have stricter resource consent requirements. Activities that take place 
“off-site” (such as field investigations) are subject to different zoning rules and may trigger 
consent requirements depending on their character and intensity. 

What if resource consent is required? 
If consent is required, it will need to be obtained by the University.  The University’s 
Resource Planner will assist you with this process. Where consents are required, 
consultation is often encouraged for affected persons prior to the application. This may 
include neighbouring owners/occupiers, tangata whenua or special interest groups. An 
AEE (Assessment of Environmental Effects) report may also be required, prepared by the 
Resource Planner, and notification either publicly or to specified persons may be required 
by Council once an application is lodged


