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 Annual Appeal 2015 Message from Vice-Chancellor
Professor Harlene Hayne
He aha te mea nui o te ao? 
He tangata! He tangata! He tangata! 
What is the most important thing in the world? 
It is people! It is people! It is people!

The wisdom of this proverb provides the inspiration for the 
2015 University of Otago Annual Appeal.  Its joyful assertion 

of the power of people working together 
resonates strongly with those who had the 
good fortune to study at Otago.  We celebrate 
this message today and will continue to 
celebrate it throughout the years to come as 
we approach the 150th anniversary of the 
founding of the University in 1869.

Over the next five years we have some ambitious goals that will 
enable researchers and students to lead the University into the 
future.  A key priority will be support for young researchers 
seeking answers to some of the world’s most pressing problems.  
Environmental challenges, geopolitical instability and diseases 
of modern living are just some of the issues being tackled by 
Otago’s best and brightest.

These young researchers are achieving fantastic results, but there 
is still much to be done. That is why we are seeking your help to 
support research fellowships for early and mid-career academic 
staff.  Fellowship funding provides opportunities for talented 
young academics to learn from world experts who are working at 
the very frontiers of knowledge.  

Helping prospective students overcome barriers to tertiary study 
is also a high priority in our planning.  You can help us to support 
these students by choosing the Undergraduate Scholarships 
option included in this Appeal.

As always we are extremely grateful for the support and 
encouragement that you, our alumni and friends, have given so 
generously over the years.  He tangata, he tangata - together we 
can make a difference.

                                                                                                                     
Professor Harlene Hayne                                                                            
Vice-Chancellor

You can support    
Otago wherever you 
are in the world:
For more information on our 
international trusts, please visit our 
website at:

http://www.alumni.otago.ac.nz/
Foundations

The University of Otago Foundation 
Trust is registered with the Charities 
Commission (CC20440) and all 
donations over $5.00 are eligible for a 
tax rebate to the extent provided for 
under New Zealand Law.

Information is subject to the Privacy 
Act 1993. Information gathered will 
be used only for the purposes of 
maintaining links with the University 
of Otago Alumni and Friends 
programme.  

If you reside in the UK please send 
your gift to:

Chapel & York Ltd, 12 The Courtyard, 
Ladycross Business Park, Hollow 
Lane, Lingfield RH7 6PB, UK

For all other areas please send 
your gift to:

The Campaigns & Funding Advisor 
Development & Relations Office
University of Otago
PO Box 56
Dunedin 9054
New Zealand

For further information please 
email us at:

development@otago.ac.nz
or phone +64 3 479 5246

togetherShaping the future

Payment options:

1.  Make your gift by online giving using 
 our secure giving web page at: 
 https://secure-www.otago.ac.nz/alumni/donations/ 

2.  Pay by Direct Credit or Bank Transfer       /       /
                                                                                                                                         DATE PAID

Note: If paying directly into our NZ bank account please email us at 
development@otago.ac.nz to advise us of your gift details.

University of Otago Foundation Trust Bank Account

•  Bank:     Westpac New Zealand Limited

• Branch:    Westpac Moray Place Branch
     106 George Street
     PO Box 5345
     Dunedin 9058
     New Zealand

• Acc Name:   University of Otago Foundation Trust 
     (NZ & Rest of the World)

• Acc No:    03-0175-0660254-00

•  SWIFT Address:  WPACNZ2W (for donations outside N.Z.)

Australian Bank Account Details:

• Acc Name:   University of Otago Foundation Trust
• Acc No:   120431-AUD-374001

Please use the following as a guide when making a Direct 
Credit donation.

• Reference Wording: AA15 / Surname / Alumni Number

3.  Pay by Cheque 

  I enclose a cheque payable to:

 ‘The University of Otago Foundation Trust’

Please let us know if:

 You have arranged for a bequest to be left to the   
 University

 You would like information sent with regard to leaving   
 a bequest to the University

If you would like to support the 
University of Otago you can using 
these options below:
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INNER

Henry Beetham: 

Marjorie McCallum Travel Award for 
Doctoral Studies

Henry works in Otago’s Cancer Genetics 
laboratory, seeking novel therapeutic drugs 
with the ability to destroy cancer-causing 
cells that carry a specific gene mutation. This 
mutation is frequently present in cells that 

are implicated in a number of common cancers, so a breakthrough 
in treatment will be a big step towards achieving a positive outcome 
for patients.  Henry received a travel award which enabled him to 
visit the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute in Melbourne to assess 
his results using facilities not available in New Zealand.  He was 
able to learn from leading bioinformatics experts and medicinal 
chemists working on compounds that offer promising leads in the 
development of new drugs to fight cancers.   

“Breakthroughs in cancer research are achieved by the progressive 
aggregation of knowledge. The knowledge and contacts I gained at 
the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute will be invaluable to progress the 
work on novel cancer therapies.”

Dr Ceridwen Fraser: 

University of Otago Postdoctoral 
Fellowship

“Funding for my postdoctoral fellowship was 
invaluable as it allowed me to focus completely 
on my research and achieve as much as possible 
within the time frame.”

Ceridwen’s postdoctoral research concentrated on intertidal ecosystems 
around the sub-Antarctic islands, New Zealand, southern Australia, and 
South America. Her work revealed groundbreaking new information 
about the extent of Antarctic sea ice at the peak of the last Ice Age 
and how this affected many intertidal marine plants and animals. 
Through her molecular and ecological work on intertidal ecosystems 
she discovered the first direct evidence that entire communities can 
successfully travel across oceans via rafting on kelp. Her findings 
created much interest amongst scientists around the world and were 
published in the prestigious journal Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Science, USA (PNAS) in 2009. 

Humaira Rasheed: 

University of Otago PhD Scholarship 

With PhD scholarship offers for the United 
Kingdom and New Zealand to choose from, 
Pakistani biochemistry lecturer Humaira 
Rasheed ignored the advice of colleagues 
that the UK would be the best place to study 
and instead chose to enrol in a PhD in the 

Department of Biochemistry at the University of Otago. Her research 
focuses on studying the relationship between gout – a common and 
painful type of arthritis – and heart disease. It includes investigating 
the relationship between uric acid levels in the blood (a build-up of 
which can lead to gout) and lipid profiles of people who have joint 
pain or gout.

“The intricate relationship between uric acid and lipids holds a key 
that will unlock new knowledge in our fight against gout.”

Dr Debbie Hopkins: 

University of Otago Postdoctoral 
Fellowship 

Debbie holds a Postdoctoral Research 
Fellowship within the Energy Cultures 
II research team at the Centre for 
Sustainability, which supports her research 
into modern transport trends.  A major 

strand in her work involves one of the first qualitative studies 
carried out on young people’s changing mobility practices. Rates 
of licensure, car ownership and vehicle kilometres travelled are 
declining for generation Y in many industrialised countries, with 
the evidence pointing to the interplay of a complex set of factors 
behind the change:  a shift to urban living, the perception that a 
vehicle is a burden financially and practically, and a move away 
from the ‘open roads’ narratives which were pervasive 20 or so 
years ago.

“This research is timely and topical in both a national and a global 
context, providing exciting opportunities to engage with research 
that directly informs public policy in this country and abroad.”

Doctoral and post-doctoral fellowships and scholarships 
enable researchers to tackle some of our most urgent problems.

Undergraduate Scholarships 
enable students to get their university studies off to a flying start.

Emma Toseland: 

Otago Law Alumni Scholarship 2014

Finding out that I had received this scholarship of $5000 was the 
absolute best news - it would have been so much tougher for me 
without it. I feel extremely privileged to have been chosen to be 
awarded this scholarship, and  I can’t express my thanks enough to the 
Alumni who helped fund it! Without the generosity of people who care 
so much about the students coming to Otago it would not be the special 
place it is.  

Josh Davies: 

Donna-Rose McKay Disability Support Scholarship 2014

I would like to thank the donors so much because they have enabled 
me to take the first steps in what I hope will be a successful career 
in geology. Without this scholarship I would not have enjoyed my 
first year of academic study at Otago nearly as much as I have. 

Nadia Burra: 

Alumni Appeal Scholarship 2014

I would like to express my gratitude to my sponsor for providing 
me with this incredible opportunity. I have had the pleasure of 
getting hands on experience for my future career.  I’ve met so many 
amazing new people while also being able to study in such a lovely 
and supportive environment. Without this opportunity, I wouldn’t 
be where I am today with a bright future ahead of me.

Flynn Campbell-Bowden: 

Alumni Appeal Scholarship 2014

Without financial assistance from this scholarship I would not have 
been able to afford the accommodation costs associated with attending 
the University of Otago. Living in a College of Residence provided the 
ideal environment to help me focus on completing the First Year Health 
Science course. I am truly grateful to all the donors who made this 
possible for me. 

These young people have been given a head start thanks to the generosity of alumni and friends like you. 
Please help to shape the future for the next generation by supporting the 2015 Annual Appeal.
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