
HE KĀKANO/SEED 
A Student Entrepreneurial Experience for Māori Business Starters 

       

What is He Kākano? 

He Kākano is a four week experiential learning programme that provides you with an intensive, real 

world, skill building experience that promotes starting a business with a kaupapa Māori foundation 

and in Dunedin.  It will cover how to generate, evaluate and develop a good business idea and turn it 

into a genuine opportunity.  It’s not a classroom exercise – it’s for real. 

 

Who is it for? 

The programme is aimed at senior undergraduate Māori students from the University of Otago or 

Otago Polytechnic who are interested in starting a business.   

 

What will I get from it? 

As a participant you will learn about how to generate, evaluate and develop a good business idea.  

You’ll learn about kaupapa Māori business values.  You’ll develop new networks of business support 

that will be a resource in your future career.  We hope that as a result of the programme you will 

have an even stronger desire to become involved in starting a business, and that you’ll be interested 

in further entrepreneurship learning opportunities at the University or Polytechnic. 

 

How is it run? 

Four students from each of the University Divisions and four Polytechnic students will be selected 

following a short interview.  The  20 participants will self-organise into teams which, over the course 

of the programme, will work on ideas that you have generated.  A major part of the programme is 

direct engagement with your potential markets and customers.  Māori business experts, mentors, 

entrepreneurs and researchers will provide extensive input in specific business issues, in providing 

contacts, and in promoting and explaining kaupapa Māori business values. 

 

  



When is it? 

It starts on Sunday 23 November with a two night compulsory stay at a local marae.  It concludes on 

Friday 19 December with group presentations to an expert panel followed by a lunch with invited 

guests.  Teaching sessions are on campus most days, with plenty of time outside of these sessions 

for research and development of business ideas. 

 

What sort of commitment is required? 

You are expected to commit full-time to the programme.  You will be eligible for a stipend of $400 

per week for four weeks. 

 

What happens at the end? 

As a team, you will pitch your business concept to a panel of experts on the final day, competing for 

a prize pool to invest in the business.  All participants will have developed new networks and 

connections that will help them in their entrepreneurial journey. 

 

Has it been done before? 

A pilot programme ran in November and December of 2013. Here’s what some of the participants 

said: 

"This has been life changing.  I feel incredibly privileged to have been a part of it" 

"I have probably learned more in four weeks than the whole semester." 

“I have found this so valuable.  Knowing and seeing how kaupapa Māori values can fit into 

business and my own personal business personality, was just brilliant.  I truly feel more 

enriched.” 

 

“It was awesome that most of the guests and mentors had incorporated kaupapa Māori into 

their businesses.”  

 

"Incorporating kaupapa Māori and talking to thriving, passionate Māori business people 

(was the most valuable part of the programme)." 

 

For further information contact:  

 Claire Porima at the Dean’s Office, Otago Business School  

 The Associate Dean Māori in each of the Divisions 

 The Māori Centre. 

mailto:claire.porima@otago.ac.nz?subject=He%20Kakano

