
 

 

Welcome 
The past year or so has featured several excellent 
initiatives within the Classics Department. In 
January 2017 we contributed an offering to the 
“Hands-On at Otago” summer programme for 
selected high school students from around the 
country (see p.11).  In July and August 2016, Dr 
Dan Osland spear-headed an archaeological 
excavation at an ancient Roman site in the town of 
Mérida in Spain (see p.4-5).  This may well be the 
first dig of a Classical site organized and 
undertaken by a Classics lecturer in New Zealand. 
(If anyone out there is aware of any precedents, 
please let us know!) Depending on future funding, 
Dr Osland hopes to be able to offer Otago 
students the opportunity to take part in further 
excavations as part of their university study – a 
potentially invigorating contribution to our 
curriculum.  

In addition to these initiatives, members of the 
department continue to research and publish on a 
range of topics, including Hermes, Epicureanism, 
Roman religion, Demetrius the Besieger, and 
Cicero. Indeed, we look forward to several major 
publications in the next 12 months or so. 

As usual, please feel free to send us your news. We 
always like to be able to give our current students 
examples of the kinds of careers their predecessors 
in the department have undertaken. (See, for 
example, the profile of Will Harvey on p.9.) 

Jon Hall (HoD) 

Department website: 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/classics 
Otago Classics on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/OtagoClassics	
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A Year in Review

Arlene	Allan	

Arlene has been dividing her time across four projects over the past year. The first involved the 
completion of her chapter on Herakles and Christ for the first volume in an edited series on the 
Reception of Herakles/Hercules. In addition to contributing a chapter, her second project will be an 
ongoing one in 2017: serving as co-editor with Eva Anagnostou-Laoutides (Monash) on this volume, 
which will be entitled, Herakles Inside and Outside the Church: From the First Apologists to the End of the 
Quattrocento. The third project, due for completion by the end of March 2017, is a book on Hermes 
for the Routledge series, Gods and Heroes of the Ancient World.  Finally, she is serving as course 
coordinator for a new team-taught 300-level paper (CLAS330), "Tales of Troy: From Homer to 
Hollywood."	 

Jon	Hall	

In 2016, Jon completed work on three book chapters on different topics: the behaviour of Roman 
jurors; rhetoric in Lucan and Ovid; and Cicero’s habit of writing letters at the dinner table while 
dining with friends. He also delivered research papers at a conference organized by the Historical 
Politeness Network in the UK (via Skype), and at ASCS 37 in Melbourne. Having been promoted to 
full professor in February 2016, Jon then delivered his Inaugural Professorial Lecture in May entitled 
“Murderous Politeness in Ancient Rome.”  He also gave the Graduation Address at the graduating 
ceremony for Humanities students in December In 2017, he will continue his book-length project on 
aristocratic social interaction in ancient Rome. 

To view Jon’s talks: 
“Murderous Politeness in Ancient Rome”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ork3jvJhwHc. 

Graduation Address: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROBfmT0HumE. 

Sean	McConnell		
In 2016 Sean attended the Society for Classical Studies Annual Conference in San Francisco, 
delivering a paper as part of a panel on Cicero’s translation of Greek philosophy (with Dr. Christina 
Hoenig of the University of Pittsburgh and Dr. Gina White of the Central European University). 
He also gave papers at the Early Roman History Conference in Auckland and at ASCS in 
Melbourne.  2016 also saw the successful culmination of work on Cicero and Epicurean philosophy. 
Sean had three journal articles accepted for publication in forthcoming volumes: ‘Magnitudo animi 
and cosmic politics in Cicero’s De re publica’ in Classical Journal, ‘The Epicurean virtue of 
ΜΕΓΑΛΟΨΥΧΙΑ’ in Classical Philology, and ‘Demetrius of Laconia and the debate between the 
Stoics and the Epicureans on the nature of parental love’ in Classical Quarterly.  

Sean is on Research Leave in Semester 1 2017, during which time he will be working on chapters 
for Brill’s Companion to the Reception of Socrates (‘Cicero and Socrates’) and the Cambridge Companion 
to Cicero’s Philosophy (‘Emotions and the soul’) in addition to his project on Horace’s philosophical 
verse epistles. 
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   Gwynaeth	McIntyre	

Gwynaeth has spent 2016 finalizing her first book entitled, A Family of Gods: The worship of the 
imperial family in the Latin West which was published in September by the University of Michigan 
Press.  She presented material relating to her on-going collaboration with the From Stone to Screen 
project based at the University of British Columbia at two conferences in North America and co-
authored “From Stone to Screen: Digital Revitalization of Ancient Epigraphy” in Digital Humanities 
Quarterly.   

She is now working on her next project, an edited volume on the Roman mythological figure, 
Anna Perenna and has started researching material for a book on Suetonius and Invective, a topic 
that has developed from her 3rd/4th year paper on the Julio-Claudian emperors.  She has also been 
busy giving lectures to the Classics Students at Otago Girls’ High School and Bayfield High School. 

Dan	Osland	
Dan published two articles: “Tribute and Coinage in the Visigothic Kingdom: On the Role of the 
Bishop. Moneda y tributo en el reino visigodo: sobre las funciones del obispo" in ANAS 24 
(published by the Museo Nacional de Arte Romano, Mérida, Spain) and “Use or Abuse? Roman 
Public Space in Late Antique Emerita” in the American Journal of Archaeology.  He was on Research 
Leave for part of 2016 and undertook some excavation work in Mérida in July/August.  This work 
is showcased on the next page. 

Pat	Wheatley	
Pat is writing the final chapter of his long-planned book on Demetrius the Besieger, which he 
hopes to publish soon with his collaborator, Charlotte Dunn. No book on Demetrius, one of 
Alexander the Great’s famous Successors, has ever been written in English, nor in any language in 
50 years. He will be on Research Leave from July 2017, and has been appointed Honorary 
Associate Professor at Exeter University for 3 years, and will make his first visit there in September. 

 

		 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department Christmas Lunch 2016  

Back: Gwynaeth McIntyre, Shona Paterson, John Garthwaite, Gordon Turner, Katherine Hall, Harry Love 

Front: Charlotte Dunn, Dan Osland, Jon Hall, Sean McConnell, Arlene Allan 

Absent: Pat Wheatley 
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EXCAVATIONS IN MÉRIDA 
In July and August of 2016, Dan and a team of support 
specialists from the Consorcio de Mérida conducted an 
archaeological excavation in Mérida, Spain. This 
excavation project was funded through a University of 
Otago Research Grant, and the fieldwork was undertaken 
during Dan’s Research and Study Leave in the second 
semester of 2016. Logistical support, equipment, and 
specialised personnel for this international collaboration 
were provided by the local archaeological authority, the 

Consorcio de Mérida, under the direction of Dr. Javier Jiménez Ávila.  

During the four-week long excavation campaign, the team opened two trenches, one inside and 
one outside the Roman city wall, in an attempt to uncover new information regarding the city’s 
evolution from its foundation in the Augustan period down through the Moorish occupation in 
the Medieval period.  

	

 

The first trench was opened in an intramural space known to 
correspond to a Roman period gate in the city wall and therefore 
also a segment of one of the city streets. This trench uncovered a 
segment of hitherto undocumented stone pavement, which 
originally filled the entire area, up to the line of the roadway that 
passed through the gate. This pavement was laid down after an 
earlier building had been partially dismantled, probably around 
the middle of the first century AD. The walls of this structure 
consisted of small river stones held together with an earth matrix 
– a style sometimes associated with pre-Roman occupation 
elsewhere in this region of the Iberian Peninsula. However, in this 
case both the ceramics and a Roman bronze coin deposited in the 
foundation trenches confirm its origin in the Roman period. 
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The stone-paved surface that went in after the 
abandonment of this building was just one of 
the nine different road surfaces documented in 
this small trench, six of which can be seen in 
the photo. The succession of dirt road surfaces 
over the road that passed through the city gate 
indicates that the ground level in this relatively 
low part of the city was constantly rising, and 
this gradual rise in ground level resulted in 
substantial changes to the city gate as well. 
When the road surface had risen so far that the 
original brick arch over the gateway no longer 

allowed convenient passage, the central section of the arch was dismantled, and it may have been 
at this time that the gate was narrowed down to about half its original width. Unfortunately, 
evidence for this phase of the area’s occupation was too heavily damaged by 20th century activities 
for us to reconstruct what the gate may have looked like in this later phase, which has tentatively 
been dated to the 3rd century AD. 

 

The extramural trench revealed several phases of early 
Medieval use of the site, including what appears to have 
been a 9th-century house built on top of the (then 
abandoned) late Roman reinforcement to the city wall. 
Two Christian-era Medieval burials were also 
documented very near the surface, and these were likely 
part of a larger cemetery that arose around a church that 
was built soon after the Moorish city was conquered in 
the 13th century. Due to time and safety constraints, 
work on this trench was finalised at a depth of c. 4 m 
below the surface, an estimated 2-3 m before reaching 
bedrock. Future work in the area will have to be conducted in order to address questions regarding 
the chronology of the reinforcement to the city wall and additional uses of this extramural space. 

 

Dan plans to continue his study of the materials from this excavation into 2017, and collaborative 
projects with international scholars on the pottery and the glass are already underway. One long-
term goal of the project is to run a future excavation campaign in conjunction with an 
archaeological field school, which would allow students from Australasia to develop archaeological 
skills and experience in the classical Mediterranean. 
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Graduate News

Kara	Braithwaite-Westoby	
Kara has spent this 
year pursuing his 
project on 
Epameinondas, the 
Theban general and 
politician who may 
be credited with 
playing no small part 
in the reduction of 
the Spartan 
hegemony between 
379-362 BC.   

He has converted this MA project into a 
PhD and will be continuing this work as a 
PhD student.  He has also written a paper 
on the relatively unknown polis of Phlius in 
the northeast Peloponnesus, a small portion 
of which will be presented at ASCS 38, with 
the intent of submitting the entire work for 
publication in the near future.  

 

Campbell	Calverley	
Campbell has spent the 
last year working on his 
MA in Classics, and was 
the recipient of the 
Bruggeman 
Postgraduate 
Scholarship in Classics. 
He is aiming to finish 

his thesis in early 2017. His research focusses 
on the rhetoric of incest, and argues that the 
depiction of Agrippina the Younger in the  
narrative of Tacitus’ Annales is influenced by 
the Roman traditions of declamation and 
rhetorical education. This is part of a broader  
discussion that compares episodes in the 
Annales to the tragedies of Seneca the Younger.  

 
Both authors exemplify the Roman literary 
culture of imitatio.  
 
When he is not working on his thesis, he 
regularly does editorial work for the Critic and 
Scribbler magazines on the Otago campus, 
where he writes poetry and reviews. He 
also spent 2016 acting as the President of the 
Otago University Literary Society. 

 

Joel	Gordon	
Joel has 
continued to 
make steady 
progress in his 
PhD about 
underworld 
topography in 
the Greek 
imagination. He 
was recently 
appointed the 

‘Claude McCarthy Fellowship’ for January-
June 2017, which is enabling him to travel to 
the U.K. to attend conferences at the 
University of Warwick and the University of 
Cambridge. 
 
Joel has also kept himself busy with his 
interest in classical reception. His paper 
“When Superman smote Zeus: Analysing 
Violent Deicide in Popular Culture” was 
accepted by the Classical Reception Journal in 
early 2016 and is now accessible online  
– it should be published very soon. He has 
presented several reception papers in a variety 
of forums including: the MFCO Early Career-
Graduate Conference; the Classical 
Association of Otago; and at ASCS 38.  
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Graduate News (continued) 

Maria	Mackay	
Maria is 
(hopefully) in 
her last few 
months of 
preparing her 
PhD thesis for 
submission.   
Her project 
explores the characterization of Klytaimestra, 
primarily in fifth-century BCE tragedy, 
considering the Greek views of women that 
frame her depiction, the modern feminist 
interpretation of Klytaimestra, and how her 
narrative may be further understood through 
biopoetic analysis as expressing and resolving 
evolved gendered behaviours and conflict.   

Bill	Richardson	
This year, Bill has 
been focussing on 
finishing his PhD 
thesis on Philip II’s 
panhellenic policies. 
He currently hopes to 
submit at some stage 
mid 2017. However, 
in the past 12 months, 
he has received final 
acceptance from 

Classical Quarterly for an article co-authored with 
an old friend and colleague, slated to be published 
next year. He also has several encyclopaedia entries 
in the 2016 published Conflict in Ancient Greece 
and Rome. He presented a paper on Antipater at 
Amphorae X at the University of Tasmania, and 
won the OPTIMA prize (for the best postgraduate 
paper and presentation) at ASCS 38. 

Honours	Dissertations	
Completed	in	2016	

 

Serena	Gold	

“Deciphering Lost History: Arrian’s τὰ µετὰ 
Ἀλέξανδρον and its historical significance” 

 

 

Gene	Haggie	
“Fortune Favours the Bold: The role of 
felicitas in Sulla’s dictatorship” 

 

 

Libby	Neumann	
“Painting a Portrait of Roman Children: An 
exploration of childhood and the role of 
children in the first century AD” 

 

 

Rowan	Newton	
“Cognitive Theories in Spectatorship: A new 
approach to ancient Greek theatre and 
performative ritual” 

 

 

Congratulations to all our Honours’ 
students.  Wishing you all the best in your 
future endeavors!   
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Amanda	Macauley	
Amanda Macauley recently completed her MA (Persuasive Ethics: The Direct Discourse of 
Women in Plutarch's Roman Lives). Having almost escaped academia, she won a PhD scholarship 
at Canterbury University and is back in her old office researching the collective behaviour of 
the Roman urban plebs in the late 2nd-early 3rd centuries. On a completely unrelated note, 
Amanda recently passed a Muay Thai exam and a black belt grading in Zen Do Kai, proving that 
stubbornness and bad life choices technically make you stronger, if they don't kill you the first 
time around. 

Recently Submitted 

Also...	
Dean Alexander’s PhD thesis titled “Ultimus Romanorum: Cassius the Tyrannicide and Caesar’s 
Assassination” was accepted with minor corrections in February 2017. He intends to graduate 
in May. 

 

And	congratulations	to	our	former	students:	
Ben Naylor (Otago BA(Hons) 2006) successfully completed his PhD at the University of St 
Andrews in 2016.  His project was entitled “Reassembling the Iberians: Rain, roads, crops and 
settlement in central Hispania Citerior 206-27 BC. 
   

Sara Perley (Otago MA 2012) submitted her PhD at the Australian National University 
(Canberra) in November 2016. Her dissertation (entitled "Arcana Imperii: Roman Political 
Intelligence, Counterintelligence, and Covert Action in the Mid-Republic”) was officially 
accepted for the degree (without revisions) in February 2017. 

Charlotte	Dunn	
Charlotte has had a very busy year working on her PhD 
thesis, titled “Conquest, Kingship, Calamity: Demetrius 
Poliorcetes After Ipsus.”  She was able to submit in early 
December, earning that highly coveted chocolate fish at last. 

Charlotte hopes to work on some articles for publication over 
the next few months, while her thesis is under examination. 
One of these articles will be focusing specifically on 
Demetrius' siege activities in the 290s BC, expanding on a 
small discrepancy in the sources, discovered while researching 
this topic during the course of her thesis. 
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An Alumnus Profile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

My name is Will Harvey. I am a fairly recent 
graduate of the University of Otago. After 
completing my LLB and BA(Hons) in Classics, I 
went on to graduate in 2014 with an MA in the 
area of Ancient Greek religion. My thesis 
examined the origins and character of the goddess 
Hekate. My years at Otago, and in particular in the 
Classics department, were some of the very best of 
my life. The department nurtured my passion for 
the ancient world which had begun in high school 
and has led me to my current job. 
 
I am now based in London. I’m working at a 
cultural travel company by the name of Martin 
Randall Travel. We organise small group tours led 
by lecturers. There are many different themes for 
the tours, one of which is archaeology. I was drawn 
to the company in general, but in particular 
because of its tours that focus on the ancient 
world. The company is something of an oasis of 
humanities graduates, and demonstrates that you 
can find work that is Classics-related. The highlight 
is getting out on the tours. I managed a tour of the 
British Museum’s Ancient Greek collection, and 
the lecture was given by John Barsby (Emeritus 
Professor, Department of Classics, University of 
Otago)! I am now looking forward to working 
alongside a lecturer as we walk Hadrian’s Wall in 
May. It’s a brilliant combination of business and 
academia, and something I was led to inexorably by 
my Classics education at Otago. 

 

What skills do I use from my Classics degrees? First 
and foremost, communication. Beyond the written 
and verbal skills a Classics degree endows you with, it 
makes you open-minded and able to interact freely, 
courteously and civilly with all types of different 
people. My job can involve high pressure, and the 
time management skills I gained from my degrees have 
helped enormously with that. I may not be trawling 
through primary and secondary texts on a daily basis 
anymore, but years of doing so has given me the 
ability to think quickly, process information and solve 
problems. Don’t let anyone tell you that Classics isn’t 
vocational! 
 
I have always found those who study Classics to be 
passionate and interesting people. My advice for 
anyone reading this: if you really enjoy Classics, stick 
to it, and be uncompromising. You’ll be surprised by 
how many jobs are available, and how highly regarded 
Otago graduates are. 

Ever wonder where Classics might take you? How about 
where you could take Classics? 

Lisa Craw (BSc (Hons) in Geology, 2016) was inspired 
by Pat Wheatley’s Alexander the Great paper and, when 
asked for some reading for her trip to Antarctica, Pat 
gave her a copy of Herodotus.  Even while out doing 
research, here’s proof that you can keep up with your 
reading. Herodotus has (at last) made it to Antarctica! 
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Schools Outreach 

	
School	Quizzes

This year’s School Quizzes were held on two 
evenings in August.  The Classics Department, 
in conjunction with the Classical Association of 
Otago, had the pleasure of hosting a total of 
eighteen teams of school students battling it out 
for the coveted School Quiz trophies (and 
accompanying bragging rights).  Although the 
same number of teams participated overall, this 
year saw the introduction of the Bayfield High 
School students to the Senior Quiz with 
Columba, Logan Park, Otago Girls, and 
Waimate High also participating.  The quiz was 
won by the first-timers Bayfield, with a team of 3 
called ‘Bayneas’. Runners up (by one point) were 
the ‘Praetorians’ of Logan Park, and in third, 
‘Apollo-gising in Advance’ from Columba. 

The Junior and Intermediate Quizzes were held 

concurrently the following week.  There were six 

Intermediate teams (three each from Tahuna and 

Columba).  The event was won by ‘Alex and the 

Argonauts’ of Tahuna with ‘Phi’ also from 

Tahuna coming in second. The ‘Pompous 

Pompeiians’ of Columba came third.  Four teams 

competed in the Junior Quiz: two each from 

Logan Park and Otago Girls. ‘Caesar Salad’ of 

Otago Girls were the victors with ‘The Odinists’ 

also from Otago Girls coming in second.  The 

‘Theatmozats’ came in a close third with only 2 

points separating the first and third teams. 

This year also saw the re-introduction of the Latin 

reading contest with a total of eight participants, 

all from Otago Girls.  They read from texts of 

their own choosing and there were some excellent 

readings of Harry Potter and Alice in 

Wonderland, complete with voices for the 

characters, as well as more traditional readings 

from Ovid and Tacitus.  The winners were Lily 

Chilcott (Year 12); Nele Bross (Year 11); and Ella 

Rees (Year 9) . 

These events could not be staged without the help 
and energy of numerous volunteers from both 
inside and outside the department.  Thanks are 
due to George Morris for helping out with 
refreshments and liaising with the schools. And to 
a whole host of current and former students in the 
department for assistance on the nights of the 
quizzes: Bill Richardson and Joel Gordon for their 
excellent quiz-mastering and marking along with 
Kiri Lenagh-Glue, Gaby Magnuson, Nathan 
Watson and Drs McIntyre and McConnell. Shona 
Paterson, the Administrator of the Classics 
Department, and Jon Hall, Head of Classics, also 
provided essential administrative help in 
coordinating the various events. 

The department continued with the tradition 
from last year to assist schools in Invercargill to 
host their own quiz night. (The bad weather at 
this time of year often makes it difficult for 
students to travel up from Southland for our local 
quiz in Dunedin.) Using the same quiz materials 
that we had put together, Mike Bishop from 
Southland Girls High School was able to 
coordinate with great success a competition for 
the classics students in Invercargill.  Eight teams 
participated in the quiz held in October. The 
competition was won by the 2015 defending 
champions from James Hargest College; the 
second and third place teams were both from 
James Hargest College.  

If you are a school teacher and would like to enter 
a team in the quizzes, please contact Shona 
Paterson (shona.paterson@otago.ac.nz). 

 

Quizmaster Joel Gordon with Senior Quiz 

winners ‘Bayneas’ 
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Hands-On	at	Otago	

Our department welcomed nine school students from all over New Zealand 
to plan games for Caesar as part of the University’s Hands-On at Otago 
programme.  Divided into the Flavii, Scipiones, and Julii, the students had to 
compete to organize the various components of an ancient spectacle.  Their 
games involved gladiators, chariot racing, naval spectacles, beast hunts, and 
of course, dramatic executions.  Our presentations to the students included a 
tour of campus and around Dunedin’s Stadium to help visualize a triumphal 
procession and venue for the games. 

Caesar came back to check on the teams’ progress and rewarded the students with some much envied tokens of his 
appreciation (pins of replica Julius Caesar coins to be worn on their school uniforms).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday and Tuesday afternoons, we welcomed two other groups of students for our “Snack”, MYTHS IN 
SPACE!  Over two hours, we introduced students to the Greek myths behind the constellations.  We began by 
teaching them about the different myths associated with each of the signs of the Zodiac and the group of 
constellations associated with the myths of Perseus.  We then took them off to see the constellations in action at 
“The Sky Tonight” show at the Planetarium, where the students learned about the constellations that could be 
seen in the sky above Dunedin and the different names and narratives associated with them. 

 

Special thanks to Gwynaeth McIntyre, Sean McConnell, Dan Osland, 
Joel Gordon, and Bill Richardson for all their help with the week’s 
festivities and to Jon Hall who expertly played the part of Julius Caesar! 

 

 
Dr Dan Osland helps the students plan their triumphal 

procession through the university campus. 

Our noble families on their tour of the stadium 
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Classics in the Community 

Classical	Association	of	Otago	
	

The 2016 program of the Classical 
Association was filled with lectures from local, 
national and international talent.  We kicked 
off this year with a lecture by Dr Jennifer 
Wallace (University of Cambridge) entitled 
“Picturing the Greeks: Photography, 
Performance and Julia Margaret Cameron.”  
Dr James Richardson of Massey University 
spoke on the topic of Roman Anthropology 
and Roman History.  Semester 1 was brought 
to a close by our very own Dr Gwynaeth 
McIntyre (Lecturer in Classics and VP of the 
Classical Association) with a lecture entitled 
“Caligula: Monster, Maniac or 
Misunderstood?” 

Semester 2 had four lectures: Richard Higham 
of the University of Otago MBA Programme 
spoke on “Caesar in Gaul: Raider or Trader?” 
Dr Jeremy Armstrong visited us from the 
University of Auckland to offer a lecture on 

“The Pilum and the Development of the 
Manipular Legion,” which was supported by a 
generous grant from the University of Otago 
Continuing Education Fund.   One of our 
PhD Candidates, Joel Gordon, presented 
some of his research to the largest crowd of 
the year, “When Hollywood gets it ‘wrong’: 
Hades, Disney and Percy Jackson.”  Our final 
lecture of the year was given by Evan Pitt, a 
PhD Candidate from the University of 
Tasmania on “Antipater and the Macedonian 
Regency. 

 

This year’s program looks to be as exciting with 
talks from Tim Howe (St. Olaf College), Andy 
Steward (Berkeley), Evangelia Agagnostou-
Laoutides (Monash), Lisa Bailey (Auckland), an 
update on Dan Osland’s excavation in Mérida, 
and a lecture by our newly appointed Honorary 
Senior Lecturer, Liz Hale.

 

 

 

 Contact Department of Classics:  
 
Email classics@otago.ac.nz 
Tel 03 479 8709 
Fax 03 479 9029 
Web http://www.otago.ac.nz/classics 
 
or write to: Department of Classics 
  University of Otago 
  PO Box 56 
  Dunedin 9054 

For more information about the Classical Association of Otago and our 2017 programme, please email 
the secretary, Sean McConnell (sean.mcconnell@otago.ac.nz) and check for notices of upcoming 
lectures on the Department of Classics Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/OtagoClassics. 


