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Description: 
Podcasts (audio or video) are proving to be a much valued lecture revision resource 
by students.  When the ability to provide podcasts became more widely available at 
Otago, there were concerns expressed by some staff around the impact on both 
student engagement with face-to-face teaching situations and the potential impact on 
learning.  To address this, we surveyed student usage of podcasts as part of their 
learning strategy (at both 100- and 200-level, and for both audio and video podcasts). 
 
Further to this, we began to look at how podcasts could be used to enhance student 
learning.  Questions are commonly used in lectures to engage students with content 
and initiate discussion.  We applied this to the video-podcast format for a lecture (in 
the paper CELS 191).  The major advantage here is that time does not become an 
issue in developing an answer to a question.  The student can pause the video, access 
the resources they need to formulate an answer, and then restart, upon which a 
discussion of the answer options is given.  As well as questions integrated into the 
lecture, we added a tutorial-like experience of working through exam-type questions 
at the end of the podcast.  A question was presented, three different "model answers" 
to the question were given (ranging in quality from poor to excellent), and after each 
answer was presented, students were told to pause the podcast and "mark" each 
answer.  When they resumed the video, I would then discuss the merits or otherwise 
of each answer. An example of such a podcast (made using the slides-syncing feature 
of Unitube*) is available at http://bit.ly/16HWSZY. 
 
Video-podcasts (in conjunction with online self-assessments via Blackboard) were 
also used as a way of providing learning support in large classes (1200+ students), 
where providing all students with regular access to individual help is challenging.  
"Basic Facts" podcasts were made covering core material from lectures, the aim being 
to provide a foundation knowledge resource that the students could make themselves 
comfortable with before proceeding onto higher level content.  Each podcast was 
supported by a "Basic Facts test" on Blackboard, that the students could work through 
to assess their grasp of the concepts covered in the podcast. 
 
* http://unitube.otago.ac.nz/ (a media-sharing platform available for all Otago staff) 

Evaluation of outcomes: 
The teaching enhancement was evaluated using student surveys and usage data. For 
the CELS 191 lecture study (2010-2011), for approximately 50% of respondents (n = 
2107), students reported that the question breaks had a better than neutral effect on 
their understanding of the lecture material. Besides answering the questions from 
memory, many students also reported to have referred to their notes/text. 
   
The Basic Facts podcasts were first trialled in 2012. These podcasts were accessed 
22353 times and the corresponding online tests accessed by 601 students. Anecdotal 



student feedback (e.g., student emails) highlighted how the podcasts were “helpful” 
and an “excellent starting point for revision”. 

Potential applicability: 
Podcasts are a well-used and valued revision tool, but have the potential to enhance 
teaching and learning beyond this usage mode. In 2013 I used video-podcasts in a 
flip-teaching mode (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flip_teaching) at 200-level. 
 
Video podcasts also have the potential to provide “tutorial support” in the context of 
large (and small) classes.  They also allow for the tailoring of teaching support to 
students with different learning preferences. 
 
The Basic Facts podcasts (and those for my flip-teaching) were recorded on a laptop 
with inexpensive software. Once familiar with the process, the production of these 
podcasts is relatively trivial. 
 
 


