
 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

 

7 July 2016 
  

Present: Associate Professor P.A. Cragg (in the Chair for items 1-5), Professor V.A. Squire 

(in the Chair from item 6), Professor R.J. Blaikie, Mr S.M.W. Chu, Associate 

Professor P.A. Cragg, Professor A.D. Harland, Professor K.M. Lyons, Ms M.A. 

Morgan, Associate Professor L. Paterson, Dr S.A. Shaw, Professor R. A. 

Spronken-Smith, Miss M.M. Te Pou, and Associate Professor K.L.H. Wynn-

Williams (in place of Dr F.J. Edgar) 

   

In attendance: Ms J.R. Hinkley, Mr G.A. Macaulay, and Mr G.K. Witte.  

 

   Apologies for absence were received from Dr F.J. Edgar, Professor W.W. Harris, 

and Dr S. J. Stein. 

 

Welcome The Convener welcomed Dr Shaw to her first meeting of the Board. 

 

1. Minutes The minutes of a meeting of the Board held on 2 June 2016 were taken as read 

and confirmed 

 

2. Membership of Board 

 

  The Board noted that Dr Sally Shaw, Deputy Associate Dean (Academic), 

Division of Sciences, would replace Associate Professor Janice Murray as the 

nominee of the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Sciences) for the remainder of 2016 while 

Associate Professor Murray was overseas on research and study leave. 

 

3. Intimations from the Senate   

 

  The Board noted that the Senate on 29 June 2016 approved the following 

recommendations from the Board (5 May 2016): to delete Special Topic papers 

POLS 431, 432 and SOWK 521, 522; to amend the regulations for MMus; to 

introduce MAOR 401; to replace APPS 401 with SIEN 401; to amend the 

requirements for BSc(Hons), PGDipSci, and MSc in Genetics; to change the 

teaching modes of SCOM 402-404, 409 and the teaching period of SCOM 404; to 

amend the regulations for MEntr; and to delete INFO 403, 409, SENG 401, TELE 

404.  

 

4. Matters Still to Be Finalised 

 

    The Board noted that matters previously considered by the Board and which had 

still to be finalised were as follows:  

 

    (a) Proposals for New Programmes and Papers 

  

 (i) November 2015: proposal for a Master of Māori and Indigenous 

Business degree, together with a Postgraduate Diploma, Postgraduate 

Certificate, and Graduate Certificate in Māori and Indigenous 

Business, to proceed to full development (see item 9). 
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 (ii) June 2016: proposal for a Master of Social and Community Work 

degree to proceed to full development. 

 

 (b) Other Matters 

  

 (i) February 2016: recommendations concerning various Graduate 

Research Matters referred back to the Dean, Graduate Research 

School for further development (see item 5(b)).   

 

 (ii) March 2016: proposal concerning mandatory deadlines for submitting 

proposals for new papers awaiting further development and discussion 

(see item 7).   

 

5. Graduate Research Committee Matters 

                           

     (a) The Board noted that a report concerning candidates for doctoral 

degrees was not yet available.  

 

     (b) The Board received Divisional responses concerning training of 

PhD supervisors and examination conveners and funding support 

for PhD candidates and 
 

 RECOMMENDED   that new supervisors be required to undertake an induction course 

regarding key processes and the craft of supervision as part of their 

confirmation process (but made no recommendations concerning 

training of PhD examination conveners or concerning funding 

support for PhD candidates) 

 

     (c) The Board received a proposal concerning payment of fees during a 

‘revise and resubmit’ period but 

 

 DEFERRED   consideration pending the provision of further information 

concerning the implications for international students. 

 

6. Annual Programme Reporting  

 

    The Board received a revised Annual Programme Report template and Guidelines 

for Annual Programme Reporting (incorporating amendments recommended by 

Associate Professor Cragg), and noted that further amendments had been 

suggested by the Board of Undergraduate Studies and would be incorporated in 

the final versions..  

 

7. Annual Deadline for the Introduction of New Papers  

 

      The Board 

 

 RECOMMENDED  that a proposal to set an annual mandatory deadline for consideration of 

proposals for the introduction of new papers and minor amendments to 

schedules and regulations for the following academic year, and to 

reinforce the longstanding deadline for proposals requiring CUAP 

approval for the following year, be approved (to take effect in 2017).  
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8. Proposal to Delete a Programme 

 

        The Board  

 

 RECOMMENDED  that a proposal from the Health Sciences Academic Board (16 June 2016) 

to delete the endorsement in Clinical Education for the degree of Master 

of Health Sciences. **CUAP notification required**  

 

9. Proposal for New Programme  

 

  The Board received a proposal from the Commerce Divisional Board (15 June 

2016) to introduce a Master of Māori and Indigenous Business degree, together 

with a Postgraduate Diploma and Postgraduate Certificate in Māori and 

Indigenous Business, noted that a number of operational and regulatory matters 

required further development or resolution, and  

 

 AGREED to establish a working party comprising Professor Cragg, Mr Macaulay, Associate 

Professor Wynn-Williams, and a staff member from the Planning and Funding 

Office to consult as appropriate and bring forward a revised version of the 

proposal to the next meeting of the Board.  

 

10. Proposals for New or Amended Regulations, Prescriptions, and Graduate Profiles 

 

   The Board  

 

 RECOMMENDED  that the following separately detailed proposals be approved: 

 

  (a) proposals from the Humanities Divisional Board (22 June 2016)  

 

  (i) to introduce Christian Thought and History paper CHTH 422 

Citizenship and Discipleship: Theology and Democracy and 

to make CHTH 422 and CHTH 420 available as elective 

papers for Chaplaincy qualifications.  

 

  (ii) to introduce Social Work paper SOWK 509 Decision-making 

in Child Welfare.     

 

  (iii) to amend the title and prescription of Theatre Studies paper 

THEA 422 (subject to possible reconsideration of the title to 

make it more comprehensible to international students).  

 

   (b) a proposal from the Sciences Academic Board (13 June 2016) to 

amend the prescription for Clothing and Textiles Sciences CLTE 

495 Master’s Thesis Preparation.  

  

   (c) a proposal from the Commerce Divisional Board (15 June 2016) to 

introduce Finance paper FINC 420 Energy and Carbon Finance 

(subject to endorsement by the Division of Sciences). 

 

 



 

 

 - 4 - 

  
   (d) proposals from the Health Sciences Academic Board (16 June 

2016, but 18 February 2016 for item (iii)) 

 

   (i) to amend the regulations for the degree of Master of Dental 

Surgery (involves deletion of two subjects for the degree).  

**CUAP notification required concerning deletions** 
 

   (ii) to replace MDS Biomaterials Science paper BISC 804 with 

BISC 880 and to rename MDS General Practice paper GDPR 

880.  

 

     (iii) to amend the examination regulations for MComDent and 

MDentTech.     

 

     (iv) to amend the endorsement requirements for Pain and Pain 

Management for MHealSc, PGDipHealSc, and 

PGCertHealSc.     

 

   (v) to amend the regulations for the degree of Master of Public 

Health.  

 

   (vi) to amend the title and prescription of Public Health paper 

PUBH 742. 

 

   (vii) to amend the regulations for the degree of Master of 

Pharmacy.  

 

   (viii) to amend the regulations for the Postgraduate Diploma in 

Physiotherapy.  

 

   (ix) to amend the regulations for the Postgraduate Certificate in 

Physiotherapy. 

 

  The Board  

 

 APPROVED  (a) proposals from the Humanities Divisional Board (22 June 2016) for new 

or revised graduate profiles for the following programmes (subject to 

possible reconsideration of some details): 

   Bachelor of Arts with Honours 

   Postgraduate Diploma in Arts Subjects  

     Master of Arts 

     Master of International Studies 

     Master of Politics 

     postgraduate programmes in Education and Teaching   

  

   (b) proposals from the Sciences Academic Board (13 June 2016) for new or 

revised graduate profiles for the following programmes: 

   Bachelor of Science with Honours 

   Postgraduate Diploma in Science  

     Master of Science   
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   (c) proposals from the Health Sciences Academic Board (16 June 2016) for 

new or revised graduate profiles for the following programmes:  

  Master of Dental Technology 

  Musculoskeletal Management endorsement for MHealSc 

  Occupational Health endorsement for MHealSc 

     Pain and Pain Management endorsement for MHealSc 

    (A profile for the degree of Master of Dentistry was withdrawn for 

further development.) 

 

11. Date of Next Meeting 

 

   The Board noted that the next meeting of the Board had been set down 

for Thursday 4 August 2016 at 2 p.m.  

 


