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What’s new at Otago in 2011?  

In this issue we aim to update you with: 

 web based conferencing software 

 a range of resources  

 farewell to Elizabeth Purdie, plus… 

Web-based conferencing 

Connect. The pilot for this new software 

takes place during Semester One with a 

small group of distance lecturers. From 

Semester Two, Connect will be available 

to all.  

What choice! We still have our great 

audioconferencing system. Now we also 

have Connect and a desktop conferencing 

system called Scopia that ITS introduced 

recently. Each of these technologies 

supports teaching in real-time. How do we 

choose what is best to use?  

Connect is ideal for interactive many-many 

environments where you may want to 

share documents and receive comments, 

break into groups for discussion and 

present ideas back to the wider group, 

create polls, etc. Scopia is good for one-

one, or one-few situations like interviews 

and small meetings. Scopia would be my 

vehicle of choice for distance research 

supervision, Connect for class situations.  

If you want to know more about the 

Connect pilot or to ask about training for 

Semester Two implementation, contact  

bill.anderson@otago.ac.nz or Annemaree 

Senior at annemaree.senior@otago.ac.nz. 

Editor: karen.logan@otago.ac.nz  

Effective Audioconferences:  
Our students perspective 

For practical suggestions on how to lead 

an effective audioconference, visit: 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/courses/distance_s

tudy/otago014366.pdf . Student comments 

cover: structure; your teaching; questions 

and answers; your presence and 

personality; plus dealing with students who 

either don‟t contribute, or who dominate 

the session. 

Email support templates for students: 
a low cost solution 

Providing email support enhances 

retention of distance students, especially 

during the early weeks in a course, for 

relatively little cost in time or money.  

This series of message outlines can be 

customised by Departments and emailed 

to students by Course Coordinators or 

Administrators, or sent using the 

Blackboard communication tools.  

View the outline of a sample message at: 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/courses/distance_s

tudy/otago002154.html  

Professional Development -  
2011 Timetable 

Our Northern campuses at Christchurch 

and Wellington are hosting the DISTAID 

series this year, with participants from 
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Dunedin able to join in through web or 

audioconference. All sessions will be held 

in March and April. For the timetable and 

module descriptions, go to: 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/courses/distance_s

tudy/otago012470.html  

Distance Learning Website Updated 
www.otago.ac.nz/distancelearning  

Prospective Students: Check out your 

programme information in this section.  

Current Students: Point students to the 

online Information and Support booklet,  

Resources for Staff include: 

 A Directory for Academic Staff new to 
Distance Education  

 A Guide for new Administrators 

 A Course Administration template 

Distance Students Access to 
Technology Survey Results 

The 2010 survey reveals that 99% of 

distance students have access to 

Broadband, either at home or at work.  

With access to fast internet assured, we 

must consider how to use new digital 

technologies in our teaching. For an online 

guide to technologies available, visit: 

https://blogs.otago.ac.nz/elearning/digital-

tools/ (click “No” to the screen message re 

webpage content).  

Course Admin Guide template - 
Blackboard version 

Also known at Otago as course books, 

these guides are distributed to students by 

Departments at the start of semester, to 

advise them how their paper is run. 

Originally prepared in hard copy, they are 

increasingly being made available 

electronically. Two easy options now exist 

to access a template which can be 

customised by Departments: 

 A Word document at: 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/courses/distan

ce_study/otago002154.html  

 

 A Blackboard template will be 

available for Semester Two.   

Contact Bill Anderson at 

bill.anderson@otago.ac.nz  

Farewell to Elizabeth Purdie 

 One of our Chief Supervisor of 

Examinations‟ last acts before she leaves 

to enjoy a well earned retirement with her 

husband Bill, will be to chair the March 

Forum meeting. Mark the 17
th
 in your diary 

and come along to help us celebrate the 

long association Elizabeth has had with 

distance learning at Otago.  

 

Elizabeth „s involvement with Distance 

Learning spans 25 years; initially with the 

then Distance Teaching Unit in several 

capacities, and later continuing links with 

“Distance”, as Secretary to the Distance 

Learning Committee, as a member of the 
Distance Learning Reference Group, and 

as Chair for the Distance Learning and 

Teaching Forum. 

Elizabeth takes this opportunity to say…”I 

wish to thank all with whom I‟ve worked for 

their support and helpfulness, and 

friendship over the years.  Retirement 

opens up lots of exciting new prospects 

and plans, but I will greatly miss my links 

with Distance Learning and with you all.” 

On behalf of the distance learning 

community, we warmly thank Elizabeth for 

her continued commitment to distance 

education outside of an already 

demanding role and wish her well for the 

future. 
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