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Important dates in July

10 Second Semester lectures begin
14 Final day to add second semester papers
24 Final day to delete second semester papers and receive a refund of tuition fees
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Welcome to the July 2017 issue of the distance learning newsletter for staff.

This month we have:

notices about professional development workshops
ideas for teaching
links to useful websites, conferences, journals etc

We are always looking to include good news stories or your ideas about your distance teaching to
include in the newsletter. Please let us know by contacting distance.learning@otago.ac.nz.

Ideas for teaching - UDL
Ensuring that your courses are appropriate and accessible
for the widest range of students within your target audience

can be a challenge. 

However, there is lots of advice and guidance around. This is where Universal Design for Learning
(UDL) comes in!

"Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is an educational framework based on research in the learning
sciences, including cognitive neuroscience, that guides the development of flexible learning environments
that can accommodate individual learning differences."

(From Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Design_for_Learning, accessed 20 June
2017.)

Three principles of UDL (from https://www.kurzweiledu.com/udl-three-principles-p4.html):

The recognition network deals with incoming stimuli and affects "what" students learn
The strategic network mediates "how" students process incoming information based on past
experience or background knowledge
The affective network regulates students' attitudes and feelings about incoming information
as well as their motivation to engage in specific activities — the "why" students want to learn
and engage

Take a look at the presentation that expert Ray Rose  used when he ran a workshop for Distance
Learning in July last year. You will find it here.

Resources, workshops, conferences
A list of professional and practical opportunities to support
you in your distance teaching and research.

http://www.otago.ac.nz/study/enrolment/changingcourse.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/study/enrolment/changingcourse.html
mailto: distance.learning@otago.ac.nz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Design_for_Learning
https://www.kurzweiledu.com/udl-three-principles-p4.html
http://circlcenter.org/meet-raymond-rose/
https://www.slideshare.net/RaymondRose/universal-design-for-learning-and-making-digital-content-accessible-to-all-university-of-canterbury


Assessing Learning: An important conference for the tertiary
sector

November 29, 30 and December 1, 2017
Otago Polytechnic Campus, Dunedin, New Zealand

Conference Focus
This conference will be a chance for participants to engage with the latest in assessment thinking
and practices as well as being reminded of long standing challenges concerning assessment validity
and integrity. 

Conference themes:
• Innovations and trends in assessment
• The student voice
• Assessment for learning
• Assessment quality and integrity
• Assessing experiential learning
• Matauranga Māori in assessment practice

Please register your interest in participating or contributing to the experience by contacting:
michelle.barron@op.ac.nz

_____________________________________________________________________

Tertiary Education Research in New Zealand (TERNZ) conference
2017

November 29, 30 and December 1, 2017, Manawatu Campus, Massey University, Palmerston North

Since 2002 TERNZ has provided a forum for enquiry into learning and teaching in the New Zealand
tertiary sector. It aims to support and develop a community who share a common interest in
research. It also provides an opportunity to step back and examine the direction in which education
is moving, and the means by which practitioners might influence that direction. A distinctive feature
of the conference is the emphasis on creating time for discussion and space for reflection. We aim to
continue a dialogue which transcends disciplinary boundaries, and to promote further exploration
of a research approach to teaching and learning. 

More information can be found on the conference website: http://www.herdsa.org.nz/ternz/2017/

_____________________________________________________________________

Workshops
A list of workshops and other professional development
activities related to distance education

1. Teaching in Summer School and/or by Distance in 2018?

Come to  the Carpe Diem/ Kia tū, kia maia two-day workshop to (re)design a paper to be taught at a
distance and/or in Summer School!

The workshop aims to provide you with an opportunity to redesign your papers in order to gain
maximum teaching and learning benefit from the core digital environment that the University
provides for staff and students. The workshop will focus strongly on rethinking how teaching and
learning occur in a primarily digital environment in your programme and its constituent papers.

It will involve staff from the Library, ITS e-Learning team, instructional design expertise, Summer
School and Distance Learning.

The workshop will be run in Dunedin on 16th and 17th October. If you are based outside Dunedin
please let us know. There is some funding available to bring staff to Dunedin - amount available is
dependent on numbers of participants.

For more information and to register your interest:
https://corpapp.otago.ac.nz/training/dl/course/6654/search/0/.

_____________________________________________________________________

mailto: michelle.barron@op.ac.nz
http://www.herdsa.org.nz/ternz/2017/
https://corpapp.otago.ac.nz/training/dl/course/6654/search/0/


2. Professional development workshops from Ako Aotearoa

For those of you in or around Dunedin, Ako Aotearoa's Southern Hub is organising these
professional development workshops:

Supporting adults with dyslexia in tertiary education and training: an introduction (18th July, 9am
- 12.30pm, Community College Dunedin, $165 + GST). Register here.

Thoughtful teaching: Using reflective practice tools for enhancing teaching, learning and
professional development  (17th August, 9am - 12.30pm, Community College Dunedin, $165 +
GST). Register here.

For more information about these and other Ako Aotearoa workshops held around the country, click
here.

_____________________________________________________________________
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