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Welcome to the University of Otago's Distance Campus Newsletter. This newsletter will be
published monthly for staff, and a student newsletter is also being sent to all students studying by
distance.

In this first edition of the Distance Learning Campus Newsletter you'll find information about
upcoming professional development opportunities, student support resources, teaching support
ideas, information about professional associations and conferences for distance educators, and
 dates for the 2017 forums for distance staff.

Over the next week or so, you will receive a copy of the 2017 Information and Support Booklet for
Staff in the internal mail. Here is a link to the PDF:
http://www.otago.ac.nz/courses/distance_study/otago629345.pdf

And here's a link to the  2017 Distance Learning Prospectus:
http://ebooks.norcross.co.nz/2017_university_of_otago_distance_learning_prospectus/

We are keen to get feedback about this newsletter, so please don't hesitate to email us on
distance.learning@otago.ac.nz with ideas, suggestions for improvements, or anything about
distance teaching at Otago.

Teaching Ideas
This section is the place to find ideas to support your
teaching. If you have any teaching ideas and innovations you

would like to share, please let us know. 

Please forward anything you want to share to: distance.learning@otago.ac.nz

Who are your
students?

At the start of any paper it is always very useful to find out a little about your students.  A resource
document containing a series of questions that you might use to help you gather some information
about your students’ experience, background and expectations is available here
http://www.otago.ac.nz/courses/distance_study/otago636956.pdf.

Alternatively, if you would like to 'share' a Qualtrics survey project using the same questions – you
will need to tailor it to fit, but it is almost ready to go! - please contact distance.learning@otago.ac.nz

Many thanks to Dr Fi Graham (RTRU) for updating this set of questions!

Evaluation of your distance courses

Evaluation is the start of the conversation, not the end!

Remember to plan your evaluation now, so that you are ready to implement your plans across the
semester.
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Here is the link to the HEDC Evaluation website, giving you information about course and teaching
evaluation that is more than just about the formal University questionnaires! -
http://www.otago.ac.nz/hedc/evaluate/index.html

Evaluating good design & teaching in distance education

Remember also, that there is a list of course evaluation questions that you have the option of
including in your questionnaires this year. They have been specially designed for distance education
papers. You will find them in the questionnaire catalogue (Q584-Q593). In inForm, select the Distance
paper template.

OFDL Associations, Activities &
Opportunities

The Distance Learning Office will highlight a range of organisations with a focus on open, flexible
and distance learning (OFDL), as well as funding and professional development opportunities.

Ako Aotearoa National Centre for Tertiary Teaching
Excellence

Did you know that Sarah Stein, Director, Distance Learning is a member of the Ako Aotearoa
Southern Hub Advisory Group?

Please contact Sarah if you have questions about your application for a Regional Hub Project Fund
grant.

We encourage you to sign up to receive regular communications from Ako Aotearoa! You will find
some very useful and interesting information about tertiary teaching there, including research
reports, funding opportunities, and access to professional development workshops. Visit the Ako
Aotearoa website: https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/

FLANZ - Flexible Learning Association of New Zealand

The Flexible Learning Association of New Zealand (FLANZ), formally known as DEANZ, is a national
association committed to fostering growth, development, research and good practice in distance
education, open learning and flexible delivery systems for education. Sarah Stein is the current
President of FLANZ, so please contact Sarah if you have any questions.

Visit the FLANZ website: http://flanz.org.nz/

Join PACFOLD learn!

The Pacific Centre for Flexible and Open learning for Development (PACFOLD) is a virtual centre set
up by Commonwealth of Learning (COL) in partnership with The University of the South Pacific (USP)
to support learning for sustainable development. The four priority areas of PACFOLD are:

One of the activities that the Centre has initiated is the establishment of an online community to
engage people in learning for development through technology and flexible approaches. The
community is called 'PACFOLD learn' – learning, education, action, research and network.

If you wish to join – please follow this link and you will be guided to information on how to engage.

An OFDL  journal of
interest

The latest issue of IRRODL (the International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning) has
just been published. 

Issue 18(1) is a special issue on advances in research on social networking in open and distributed
learning.

Browse and access articles here

http://www.otago.ac.nz/hedc/evaluate/index.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/hedc/otago621224.pdf
http://inform.otago.ac.nz/userHome
mailto:sarah.stein@otago.ac.nz
https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/regional-hub-project-funding
https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/
mailto:sarah.stein@otago.ac.nz
http://flanz.org.nz/
http://pacfoldlearn.org/
http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=d5e8b9866b8a89a545c675602&id=8139e3d65a&e=129af2157f


Distance Learning Forums
You may not know about the Distance Learning forums - one
for Distance Teaching Staff, and one for Distance

Administrative staff. Each is run four times a year, by Zoom.

Teaching Forum

This forum provides a means for teaching staff to air issues relating to distance learning. It meets
four times a year and on other occasions if the need arises.

This forum meets for an hour on Wednesdays at 10 am (the May forum will start at 9.30am)

Forum Dates for 2017

Wednesday 22 March
Wednesday 17 May (9.30am)
Wednesday 16 August
Wednesday 15 November

Administrators' Forum

Distance education administrators meet four times a year to discuss matters of interest. 

This forum meets for an hour on Thursdays at 10am. 

Forum Dates for 2017

Thursday 23 March
Thursday 18 May
Thursday 17 August
Thursday 16 November

Support for your students
There is a range of support mechanisms available to
students, and the Distance Learning Office has sent a

newsletter to all distance students highlighting some of them.  

We also send all distance students a link to the student newsletter,, Your Distance Campus, which
provides information about support available to them. Please feel free to remind them that it is
available, and can be accessed from the Distance Learning Website distance.otago.ac.nz. 

Distance Learning Study Support day in Dunedin

This study support day is on Saturday 18 March for distance students in the Otago and Southland
regions. This  is an opportunity for students to meet with staff from the Library, HEDC Student
Learning Development, the Graduate Research School, ITS, and the Distance Learning Office, and to
learn about the types of support available to them during their distance study journey.

Please encourage students to attend this free event.

More information and a registration page is available from:
https://goo.gl/forms/8I8KQN8d4IQrYGWq2

 
Distance Learning Information and Support Book for Students
2017

All students receive a copy of this publication each year, in hard copy, as a PDF or as a link to an
online version. The Information and Support Book outlines the help available to students, and
includes a very useful Guide to Library Services.

Please remind students about this resource!

http://www.otago.ac.nz/courses/distance_study/otago629346.pdf

https://hail.to/uni/publication/0nyxZUW
distance.otago.ac.nz
https://goo.gl/forms/8I8KQN8d4IQrYGWq2
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Professional Development
There is a range of professional development opportunities
for staff involved in distance teaching and administration

that we will be bringing to your attention throughout the year. 

Distance Learning Office Professional
Development

The Distance Learning Office runs a series of professional development workshops for staff involved
in distance teaching and administration.

The workshops available are:

New to Distance workshop: This two hour workshop is for people who have not taught a
distance course previously or have not had to develop one.  

DISTAID: Those of you involved with distance teaching may be interested in the DISTAID
programme, an opportunity for you to engage in an extended professional development
experience.  

DISTAID is made up of five workshops which address ideas about five areas of distance
education courses that are critical for success.

Further information and registration details are available from:
http://www.otago.ac.nz/courses/distance_study/otago012470.html

Conferences 
New Zealand Vocational Education and Training Research Forum
2017

You may not immediately think that this conference will be of interest. However, this description of
“vocational” may help you to see how relevant the topic is for the areas in which many of you teach.

“We use the term ‘vocational’ in its broadest sense, encompassing not just what is traditionally thought of
as VET, but also professional education, integrating workplace elements into education programmes, and
using skills to support good outcomes for workers, industries, and communities.”

For more information go to: https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/nzvetrf2017.
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