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sociology
What makes Society work?

Sociology is about what makes society work and why 
people are different. Sociology is about each one of us, 
but it is also about groups such as organisations, informal 
networks and families. Sociologists aim to understand and 
explain social behaviour and relationships, including the 
dynamics of power, inequality, social divisions, and identity. 
The topics studied in sociology cover a broad range of 
areas such as class, gender, ethnicity, the media, politics, 
work, sport and leisure.  

“ In addition to the rich perspectives that sociology graduates will gain  
 relating to human social conditions, graduates are also highly valued for  
 their well-developed research and analytical skills, their critical thinking  
 and their ability to make well-reasoned independent judgements.”

Miriama Epere-Watson BA Sociology

Probation Officer, Department of Corrections

YOUR PLACE IN THE WORLD
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When faced with injustice, hearts don’t break,  
people don’t cry. Instead we close our eyes.



Build a degree that’s out of the 
ordinary
Do you like a challenge? Are you interested 
in people and social relationships? Are you 
curious about what makes society work and 
why people are different? If so, Sociology 
offers the opportunity to explore these and 
other issues.

Sociological knowledge is useful for anyone 
working with people, particularly in group, 
or organisational settings. Sociological 
research and analysis can make an 
important contribution to the constructive 
resolution of social problems.

In addition, the study of Sociology will help 
you acquire skills that are useful in a diverse 
range of settings. These include the ability:

•  to ask questions about social processes in 
order to gain new perspectives

•  to investigate social issues and processes, 
including specific research skills

•  to critically analyse information 

•  to understand and accept difference

Background Required
You do not have to have done it at school, 
nor are there any subjects you have to 
have as a prerequisite to studying Sociology. 
The single most important requirement for 
the study of Sociology is curiosity and the 
willingness to look beneath the surface. A 
background in history, geography, and liberal 
studies would be useful but is not necessary. 
Most students will be studying Sociology 
for the first time so everyone will be on an 
equal footing.

Careers Using Sociology
Sociology is a broad based discipline where 
students acquire and develop such skills as 
social research and social analysis.

Sociology graduates work in a variety of 
fields such as business, local and national 
politics and government departments, 
foreign affairs, social services, health, 
journalism, social policy development 
and analysis, trade unions, advertising and 
marketing, management, human resources, 
law, research, and teaching.

Watch two short videos 1) What is 
Sociology and 2) Sociology: Where it can take 
you on the Sociology webpage  
www.otago.ac.nz/sociology

Sociology at Otago
Sociology can be studied as a major or a minor 
subject within the Bachelor of Arts three-year 
degree programme. Many students majoring 
in other areas include sociology papers in their 
degree.

In the first year Sociology students are 
introduced to the classical theorists and the 
major subdivisions of micro-sociology and 
macro-sociology.

Micro-sociology is the study of people at the 
small-scale, personal level. It concerns one-on-
one interactions or interactions in small groups, 
where the focus is on individual thought and 
interaction.

Macro-sociology is the study of people at 
the large scale, societal level. It concerns 
interactions between large groups or even 
between societies. Through the study of macro-
sociology, we can better understand patterns 
and structures within societies, cultures and 
organisations.

Second and third-year courses build on 
and extend this basic knowledge within the 
micro-macro streams. There is also a research 
stream at second and third year which 
introduces students to sociological research 
methodologies., which students can apply to 
their own case study topics. 

Sociology combines well with other courses of 
study at the University, including: 

•  Anthropology •  Economics
•  Education •  Gender Studies
•  Geography •  Health
•  History •  Law
•  Management •  Mäori and Pacific Studies
•  Marketing •  Physical Education
•  Political Science •  Psychology
•  Social Work •  Tourism

Teaching Style
Sociology at Otago has a reputation for teaching 
excellence and innovation. Our teaching style 
involves practical application of theoretical 
concepts. Students are mentored into academic 
skills and study habits through assessment models 
which incorporate incremental skills building, 
analysis and problem solving. Actual assessment 
tasks are varied and many are closely associated 
with students’ acquisition of information literacy 
and research skills.

MIRIAMA EPERE-WATSON 
Ngä Puhi, Ngäti Kahu 
BA Sociology 
Probation Officer, Department of Corrections

I completed my sociology degree with the 
University of Otago. My degree included study 
with the University of Hawai’i at Mänoa which 
was credited back to my Otago degree as part 
of the University’s Exchange Programme. 

I have always been interested by human social 
behaviour, especially how some behaviours 
can result in types of power and control that 
invariably lead to inequality and conflict. The 
study of sociology helped me to develop an 
understanding of why groups behave in certain 
ways under certain conditions. It also allowed 
me to examine and critically engage with social 
behaviours and processes beyond the everyday 
traps of socially accepted stereotypes, grand-
narratives, assumptions and myth. Sociology 
opens your mind to a range of complex, 
challenging and sometimes disruptive but always 
fascinating issues; my own particular interests 
are concerned with identity construction, race 
relations, deviance and social control. 

The teaching and support the department 
gave me was exceptional. The teaching staff 
were always approachable, eager to assist, 
encouraging and readily provided additional 
positive critical feedback when sought.

In addition to the rich perspectives that 
sociology graduates will gain relating to human 
social conditions, graduates are also highly 
valued for their well-developed research and 
analytical skills, their critical thinking and their 
ability to make well-reasoned independent 
judgements.

The skills that my sociology degree gave me 
are highly recognisable and sought after by 
many of the human services. After finishing 
my studies I am now employed as a Probation 
Officer within the Community Probation and 
Psychological Services Unit for the Department 
of Corrections. I know my studies and 
accompanying skill sets will serve me very well 
in my chosen role.
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For questions about Sociology
Tel 0800 80 80 98
Email university@otago.ac.nz

www.otago.ac.nz/sociology
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