
NEW ZEALAND’S FIRST UNIVERSITY

Established in 1869, the University of Otago is New 
Zealand’s oldest and most research-intensive university. 

LOCATED IN A TRUE UNIVERSITY CITY

Dunedin is New Zealand’s only true university city – one in 
six of Dunedin’s population is a university student. Offering 
students an unrivalled campus experience and vibrant social 
and cultural life, the campus is just a few blocks from the city 
centre, and almost all students live within walking distance of 
the campus and key facilities.

The University’s main campus is in Dunedin, the 
southernmost of New Zealand’s main centres, and close 
to the Otago Peninsula, home to colonies of yellow-eyed 
and blue penguins, the world’s only mainland colony of 
the Royal Albatross, New Zealand fur seals and sea lions. 
Dunedin is a gateway to Central Otago and Fiordland 
where opportunities abound for hiking, snow sports, water 
sports, adventure tourism (including bungy jumping), or just 
admiring the spectacular landscapes.

A LEADING INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS SCHOOL

The School of Business at Otago has an extensive subject 
range, expert teachers, modern facilities and excellent 
student services. The School of Business holds accreditation 
from both the US-based Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business (AACSB) and the European Quality 
Improvement System (EQUIS).

Study Abroad students can take advantage of the range of 
opportunities available at the School of Business, including 
the Visiting Executive Programme (VEP). The VEP is designed 
to bring leading national and international executives to the 
School of Business to give lunchtime seminars to students. 
In the past, VEP speakers included the Hon. Bill English, New 
Zealand’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, 
and Mr Tim Gibson, former CEO New Zealand Trade and 
Enterprise.

A DIVERSE RANGE OF TOPICS ARE AVAILABLE

The School of Business offers a range of programmes in 
accounting, economics, entrepreneurship, health informatics, 
finance, information science, international business, 
management, marketing management, quantitative methods, 
and tourism.
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BUSINESS RELATED PAPERS INCLUDE

Accounting ACFI 201 Corporate Financial Decisions

Accounting ACFI 305 International Financial Management

Business Studies BSNS 103 Marketing and Consumption

Business Studies BSNS 105   Management and Organisations

Business Studies  BSNS 108   Business Finance

Economics ECON 201 Microeconomics

Economics  ECON 206   The World Economy

Economics ECON 302  International Trade 

Economics ECON 312 Natural Resource Economics

Finance  FINC 202   Investment Analysis and Portfolio Management

Management  MANT 217   International Management

Management  MANT 250   Managing People

Management  MANT 303   Entrepreneurship

Management MANT 330 Leadership

Marketing Management  MART 112   Marketing Management

Marketing Management  MART 207   Sports Marketing

Marketing Management  MART 304   Sales and Sales Management

Search for topic keywords for your area of study at otago.ac.nz/courses/subjects

OTAGO TERMINOLOGY AND INFORMATION

WHAT IS A PAPER?

The building blocks of a degree are called papers. A paper is a fixed course of work in a subject. One single semester paper is 
usually worth 18 points, and is approximately 12 hours of work per week (including lectures, tutorials, laboratories, assignments 
and readings). NOTE: 18 Otago points is worth approximately 9 ECTS, and 3-5 US credits.

IS THE PAPER AT THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL FOR ME?

Otago’s bachelors’ degrees are typically three years in length. Introductory papers are called 100-level papers, and students move 
on in subsequent years or semesters to 200- and 300-level papers, which normally assume previous knowledge in the subject. 
Most 400-level papers are at postgraduate/graduate level.

IS THE PAPER OFFERED IN THE SEMESTER I WILL BE AT OTAGO?

The majority of papers offered at Otago are of single semester duration, and papers offered in the first semester (February-June) 
normally differ from papers offered in the second semester (July-November) or at Summer School ( January-mid February).  
Information about when the paper is offered can be found at otago.ac.nz/courses/subjects

WHAT IS THE NORMAL WORKLOAD FOR A SEMESTER?

Generally, students take three or four papers a semester (54-72 points). Ongoing assessment is a feature of almost all Otago 
papers, and papers are assessed a variety of ways. Examination “finals” are usually the most important, and each paper usually has a 
two- or three-hour examination. Most papers also have shorter tests, written assignments, and in Science papers, laboratory work 
that counts towards the final grade. 

WHAT ARE THE PREREQUISITIES FOR ENROLLING IN A PAPER?

Students can ask on application for their academic background to be assessed to determine whether they have met the 
prerequisites for particular Otago papers at their home institution.
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