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Degree Programme:  Honors degree in Japanese 

 

 

Hirosaki University Japan 
 

I’m studying towards an honors degree in Japanese. Whilst away in Japan I was able to 

cross credit most of the papers for second year Japanese allowing me to go into 3
rd

 year 

when I arrived home. 

 

When I first came to Hirosaki it was coming into spring and snow was still piled up on 

the side of the streets. I was surprised that it was still so cold and suddenly felt like 

Dunedin’s harsh winters were probably nothing compared to the winter I was going to 

experience in December.  But Hirosaki in summer is a great place to be. It doesn’t seem 

to get over 30 that often making it bearable in the international house I was staying in as 

they do not have the luxury of air conditioning. 

   

Since Hirosaki is a small town (roughly the size of Dunedin) and is placed in the Aomori 

country side it is a great place to enjoy outdoor sports and scenic bike rides to the 

surrounding mountains and temples. The city hold many festivals during spring and 

summer such as the sakura viewing and fire works festivals both which are stunning and 

can be enjoyed at Hirosaki park in the shadows of the famous Hirosaki castle. It is a place 

true to its heritage and the people who live there are down to earth and very proud about 

their tsugaru history in which they are very happy to teach us foreigners about it over a 

nice cup of coffee. 

 

As expected the demand for English teachers in a small town like Hirosaki is high and 

finding part time jobs teaching English are no problem what so ever. But in saying that I 

must warn you that compared to big cities there are fewer people who speak English 

meaning this is a great place to get your Japanese up to scratch and even learn some of 

the infamous “tsugaru dialect”. 

 

Things that I found a problem with at the start were understanding the locals as their 

dialect is thick and they tend to mumble a lot when they speak making it very hard to 

hear them clearly, children staring at you in shock or possibly amazement that a foreigner 

is in their town and lastly making friends with Japanese students. Of course most of these 

problems are easily accepted or overcome such as the making friend’s issue. I 

recommend entering a club upon orientation week as this is a great way to make contacts 

and be introduced to a lot of great people.  

 

I recommend Hirosaki for motivated students who are looking for an adventure and want 

to work hard on their Japanese. It’s treated me very well during my time here and I hope 

future exchange students can receive the same kind of experience that I got. 
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弘前市林檎公園 

Hirosaki Apple Park 

 

 
紅葉狩り 

Maple Leaf viewing 
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花見祭り 

Cherry Blossom Viewing Festival 

 

 

 

 

 

 


