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This is a brief summary of the key information I think someone should have heading on an exchange to 

Singapore. While I did go to NUS on the specialist MBA program, most of this information would be relevant 

to both undergraduate and other post graduate students. 

 

I do not think there is a lot of information I can provide that is not already provided by either the Otago or 

NUS exchange teams. Both were extremely helpful, answering any questions promptly and thoroughly. Also, 

part of the joy of the exchange is the element of the unknown. Homesickness and culture shock could be a 

possibility, but the 100s of exchange and local students you meet mean this should never be a problem. 

 

 

Good 

The people 

The best element of the exchange, for me, was the amazing people I met. On our MBA program we had about 

50 other exchange students from all over the world. We had an induction meeting with all other exchange 

students, but also an entire day with the MBA exchange students. The talks, tour, and drinks afterwards meant 

we quickly got to know each other. In class, exchange students tended to stick together initially, but after a 

couple of weeks we quickly got to know the full time students also.  

 

The friends I met on the exchange will forever be the lasting memory. It is rare an opportunity to meet such a 

diverse, smart, and ambitions group of people is made available. This alone is reason enough to go, not only 

for the fun, but also the networking value. 

 

The food 

On campus, food is cheap and delicious. There are several cafeterias, and within a week you will venture 

beyond the closest one. They are all within a 15-20 minute walk, and have diverse foods such as Indian, 

Middle Eastern, Chinese, Vietnamese, Malay, and local fare. Best was the fruit and smoothie bars at each 

cafeteria. 

 

Off campus there are more great eateries. The hawker markets are amazing value, each again providing a 

variety of food for very little. Avoid those in town however, the prices are marked up for tourists.  

 

The exchange community 

Mainly for undergraduate students, the local students help organise events and keep exchange students 

connected. There were even a few events involving exchange students at other campuses. The weight of 

numbers also means good deals are to be had at the selected bar or club for the evening. 

 

Facilities 

The campus is new, especially the business building. Therefore all facilities were first rate. The rest of campus 

is also spacious and very green. The free campus bus means you can get anywhere relatively easily. 

 

Guest Speakers/Work Shops etc 

There are countless opportunities to see guest speakers and meetings as organised by student groups, NUS 

admin or alumni. There are several per week from all disciplines and faculty, and offer great opportunities to 

network or explore topics of interest.  

 

Travel 

Singapore is the ideal spot to see the rest of South-East Asia. By staying on top of your school work, you can 

easily take a few weekend, 3 day, or 4 day trips. There is also a week long mid semester break to explore 

some of the more far off places. Exchange students while I was there travelled to Malaysia, Vietnam, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Philippines, Japan, South Korea, China, Thailand, Laos, and more. A good introduction 

is the short one hour ferry to the Indonesian island of Bintan. There are resorts but also isolated hostels to 



hang out, enjoy the sun and sand, and get to know fellow students better. After that, there are trips organised 

to various places throughout the semester and so you can either join those, or organise your own. Again, there 

are always others keen to visit the place you want to go. I would recommend the beaches in Malaysia as great 

places to snorkel and just hang out on the beach, and Thailand is only a little further beyond. Otherwise 

Vietnam and Cambodia are must see countries. The best plan is to do some research and ID the places you 

would like to go before you get to Singapore, and take it from there once you arrive. Cheap flights and 

accommodation are always available.  

 

Weather 

While it may be too hot for some, I loved the fact is was always warm. The daily downpours can be a little 

inconvenient, but you are usually indoors and so a roof and aircon mean the temperature is not really a factor. 

 

Accommodation 

I decided not to take the accommodation offered by NUS, not being keen to share a room with a random. This 

was my only mistake. I assumed it would be as easy to find accommodation as it had been at other Asian 

cities I had lived in. Rental accommodation is difficult to find however, because the high degree of 

government control and regulation. I ended up paying twice as much for the 4 months there as I would have if 

I took the accommodation at the Commonwealth housing complex. For that I got my own room and bathroom, 

but lived with a family and so didn’t really have access to the rest of the house. The fact I was so rarely home 

means I would much rather have spent that money on travel and fun. In addition, the Commonwealth, and 

PGP communities are also strong and so I missed out on that element also. In hindsight, I would take their 

accommodation even if it meant sharing.  

 

Lack of campus computers 

You will definitely need your own computer there. This is not a problem, although in Otago I tended to use 

the MBA computers for most of my work. At NUS, there are very few university computers. This means even 

printing lecture notes or assignments can something take a bit of patience. On the flip side, broadband is 

everywhere on campus. 

 

Expensive Alcohol 

Tax means drinking at bars, clubs, and even from supermarkets is a lot more than at home. Make sure you 

stock up on duty free when travelling. Pre drinks can then help make the night a lot cheaper. The energy and 

atmosphere at the bars and clubs over there mean drinking becomes much less of a priority anyways. Also, 

drinking convenience store beers by the river is a traditional student way to keep costs down over there, and 

the warm weather means it is almost as much fun outside as inside the clubs.  

 

 

Management Practicuum 

This is a good way to get the benefits of a 540 while also getting to do the exchange. NUS were amazing in 

finding an internship in the field I wanted. Most important, it is up to you to find a supervisors once you arrive 

in Singapore. The only advice I would give is to talk to fellow students before selecting a supervisor. As 

always, it is they who know what lecturers are like, how helpful and interested they are in students etc. Like 

anywhere, there are some who are completely dedicated and interested in students and their development 

while others are more interested in their requirements as a supervisor, or have little input or understanding as 

to what is required. 

 

Also, there is always the option to do a joint practicum with other classmates. I am sure the NUS team could 

help in that area. When I arrived there were several groups still clarifying their teams, or exactly what their 

project would entail. Companies often approach NUS with projects, so that is a good way to get involved.  

 

More than knowing what industry you want to work in, knowing exactly what type of project you want to do 

will help ensure you get exactly what you want, and often helps the firm who may have as little idea as you. 

They are usually approached and agree to a general project without themselves knowing exactly what they 

want. Make sure this is clarified early 

 



Finally, make sure you negotiate the terms of the contract before you get there. I did not clarify, and therefore 

missed out on getting any sort of income, or costs covered, something that if negotiated earlier should and 

usually is a part of practicum projects in Singapore. 

 

 

Most important tips 

First, take the accommodation offered even if the thought of sharing is off-putting at first. Finding your own is 

more expensive, time consuming, offers less freedom, and means you miss out on the social element. 

 

Don’t worry about taking a suit, it is too hot to really need one. A shirt and dress pants is enough. 

 

Check out the esplanade in the evenings. There are free concerts at the outdoor stage, and the view of 

downtown is amazing at sunset. Great spot to take a few beers from one of the local convenient stores, and 

there is a decent outdoor hawker market to eat. 

 

Explore as much as possible with other exchange students, and also tap the local knowledge from NUS 

students. Singapore is a big place with a lot to see and do. 

 

Enjoy, Singapore is an exciting and diverse city with a lot to offer both in the city itself, and in the 

surrounding countries.  

 

 

 


