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I am a mechanical engineer with a bachelor in business. 

Courses 
There are 5 mandatory courses and several electives, from which you have to choose at least 
3. I would not recommend taking all elective and optional courses, since that gives you quite 
more time to travel. 

Core courses Elective courses Optional course 

Leadership in European Companies  International Entrepreneurship German language 

Strategic Management European Business Law  

Team Building: Leadership and 

Team Competencies  

Europe's Business Environment: 

Rules, Reform and Restructuring  

European Corporate Governance  Global Managerial Communication 

European Cultural History European Company visit Exploration 

 

The absolute highlight of all courses was the Europe’s Business Environment. The course is 
certainly one of the most demanding and time intensive, but the professor and the classes 
are just superb. You get an insight of how the European way of business is and what 
restrictions have to be dealt with compared to the Anglo 
Saxon way of business. 
The courses in general are pretty high standard; this is 
according to the very good reputation of the University of 
St. Gallen here in Europe. Most courses can be done with a 
moderate effort which leaves usually time to travel on the 
weekends. 
One part of the course are mandatory company visits. 
Some of them like the trip to Luxembourg to the EFTA court 
or to Roche in Basel are very inspiring and you get to meet 
business people. However, some trips are just standard 
touristic tours, which is a pity. 

There are only about 25 students in the class with makes 
the whole experiences very cool. You really get to know the 
class mates and we really did a lot together. About half of 
the students were from the US, but the rest is pretty much 
from all over world. 

Accommodation 
The university can organise accommodations, however as I heard they are pretty small. The 
prices of the student flats are relatively cheap compared with the very high rents. I was lucky 
to have a free housing opportunity about 40 minutes away, however I recommend to stay in 
St. Gallen, otherwise you miss out on quite some activities with the class. 
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Host university arrival procedures 
When you arrive in Switzerland you can take the train to St. Gallen, which is very easy and 
convenient. 

During the first week there is a program where you get to know the other students and you 
do some group tasks in the forest, which is quite a lot of fun. 

Travel tips 
St. Gallen is a very small city in Switzerland. Nevertheless there 
are a few good small bars in the cute old town. One hour by train 
is Zürich, which is the most international city in the country, but 
don’t expect is to be big. Nevertheless it has all what you expect 
from a modern city. 

Train connection are perfect, the train is always clean and on 
time, usually by the second. You can buy a ”½ Tax” pass, which 
reduces every ticket you buy by 50%. (It’s still expensive like 
everything else) 

During the spring program it is still winter in St. Gallen, which is 
usually really cold. On the other hand the Swiss alps are just 
around the corner and word class skiing can be done on a day 
trip. My favourite destinations are Davos (Parsenn and 
Jokobshorn), Laax, Arosa and many more. Further, Zermatt (  
Matterhorn) as well as Grindelwald (Eiger, Mönch, Jungfrau). are 
about 5 hour by train and make really good weekend trips.  

If you would like to travel to anywhere in Europe, Switzerland is 
a perfect base to do so. My classmates went to Wien, Barcelona, 
Munich, Rome, London, Israel, Milano, Venice, Paris and many 
more cities. (The airport is one hour by train from St. Gallen) 

Other important information  
In Switzerland not everybody can speak English, so be aware that you sometimes have to 
communicate with hands and gesture, especially in the smaller cities like St. Gallen. I highly 
recommend the German classes for students who don’t speak German. 

If you try to find a job in Switzerland, the university is not supporting you at all. The job fair 
and career office are only looking after the St. Gallen students and not the exchange 
students. 
Further it is quite hard to find a job in Switzerland, without speaking fluent German. We had 
one person who found a job and several others failed to do so. 

Switzerland is in the Schengen agreement, which means that one you enter, you have to be 
out again within 3 month without another visa. That is just enough for the classes but it 
doesn’t give you much time to travel in Europe afterwards. 

Overall it is a really good experience and you are able to see lots of Europe during the stay. 
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