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Course: 
 
The exchange I had with the University of Bristol provided me with a rare opportunity to study under 
a number of leading researchers in the field of musicology. My course included papers in medieval 
music, words and music, and 19th century choral music, with a number of interesting digressions 
throughout. 
 
Each course was structured for 1x 50% essay of 3000 words on any of the first five lecture topics. 
The other half of the crediting was based on the external exam, comprising of two essays in two 
hours.   
 
Each course had 1x lecture a week, with each lecture headed with a specific thesis topic. Certain 
courses, such as the words and music paper, had no overarching lecturer, instead calling upon 
specialists from that particular area of study. It is up to you which parts of the course you want to do 
your essays on, and which topics you wish to focus on in the exam. 
 
Accommodation: 
 
 I chose to find my own accommodation in the city, but was stranded in search of a place for a good 
few days.  Although it ended up working out perfectly, I as fortunate in having a place to live while I 
was looking, which is a luxury not available to all travellers. For this reason I would definitely 
recommend going in search of a flat long before you actually leave for Bristol. There are a number of 
very central apartments directly beside the University (look of Clifton for the best suburb to live in), 
and obviously a large population of students who looking for people to live with. 
Several options are available to you for finding accommodation.  Gumtree.com is a good starting 
point. The listings in all areas of the city, and it’s pretty straight forward finding other students. 
Alongside this there several other websites for UK accommodation, which really just require a quick 
search in Google. I would also recommend becoming a member of couchsurfing.org, as this 
particular website often has listings for people searching for accommodation in various big cities. I 
didn't use this option in Bristol, but found my flatmates in Glasgow via the 'Glasgow   
Flatters' page. 
 
My accommodation was a small studio apartment directly down the road from the University and 
round the corner from the main student hangout in Bristol Whiteladies Rd. Whiteladies is the street 
which connects to the main centre of town Parks Rd and has a long   
lane of bars and restaurants for students to go out to on the weekends. 
 
Arrival procedure: 
 
The exchange department is your home department when you are the university. If there are any 
problems or concerns with your course, they will be there to help you sort through them. 
Fortunately, they are a very laidback and helpful crew of people, and were good at making situations 
as easy as possible for both parties involved. After the initial orientation procedures and seminars 
you will be free to go around the university, carrying out course approval just as you would at Otago. 
This is made a great deal easier once they've taken you around the university and you know where 
your department is. The campus is very central, but there is still a reasonable distance between 
certain departments. 



 
The exchange department were good at arranging study abroad get-togethers at a few of these 
places, so you immediately get the chance to meet people from all areas of the world. Take 
advantage of any opportunity to meet new people on your travels. I've learnt a great deal from 
talking to people of different nationalities and backgrounds. 
 
General Comments: 
 
I would recommend doing as much travel outside of the city as you can. Bristol is a wonderful city to 
study in, but it’s also very close to London and several of the smaller historic cities of England,   
including Southampton, Hereford, and Shrewsbury (to name just a few that we travelled through). 
Fortunately, the April break gives you a whole month to explore the UK and the wider European  
region. Don't let this get in the way of doing a few readings that month, but certainly take the 
opportunity to see the country. Couch surfing offers are a great means of doing so, so again I 
recommend checking into that website before you head off. 
 
Bristol University certainly has a lot to offer the little guy from small-town New Zealand! 
 


