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My exchange was a pretty awesome experience. 
Bristol is a really good uni in a cool city. Iʼll try touch on a few things not mentioned in 
other reports. 
 
University: Bristol is a quality English university. I was warned that in the UK there is 
a much bigger focus on independent study as opposed to class work - what I found 
this to mean was that you were expected to have done any necessary background 
work and to keep up with the class.  
The campus is nice, although the arts library was rather disappointing compared to 
the central at Otago, and impossible to find study space near exams. The physics 
and engineering libraries were much nicer, but really quite small.  
The other appealing factor of Bristolʼs is the month long holiday in April - I donʼt know 
if there is an equivalent in the Spring semester. 
Arrival: As far as arrival procedures went, it was all pretty straightforward. There is a 
meet/greet service where you can get someone to meet you at the airport/train 
station, but I didnʼt use it.  
Iʼm not sure about uni accommodation arrival procedures as I flatted privately. There 
is an international student arrival presentation and tour. Uni registration was flexible 
and easy. No worries!  
 
Courses: I took two maths courses and a philosophy course. I hadnʼt really met the 
prerequisites for the math courses, but a little extra reading was sufficient to catch 
up. The mathematics course is much more accelerated at Bristol, and so I did 
second year papers to be credited at 300 level. The lectures were really good and all 
notes were posted online, it was very clear what you had to know and I think this is 
true of the whole department.  
I didnʼt enjoy the philosophy course as much, the lectures and tutorials especially 
didnʼt seem to supply any ideas not in the required text nor explain them any further, 
and I felt that less was expected of me than in our own philosophy department.  
One other thing Iʼll mention is that the grading system is different in England, and a 
70 is the equivalent of an A+ so if you get lower marks than expected, this will help 
explain it! 
 
City: Bristol is a neat city. There is a lot of early Banksy work around the place, which 
has inspired a fair bit of street art throughout the city. My favourite area is Stokes 
Croft, lots of cafes/pubs and a really cool atmosphere. Also check out the St 
Nicholson markets, the Christmas Steps and the Harbourside. The Bristol Cider 
Shop on the Christmas Steps is a must if you are into cider, and itʼs all local which I 
thought was quite cool. There were also lots of cheap classical and contemporary 
concerts at St Georges, and lots not quite so cheap at Colston Hall. The Old Vic and 
Tobacco Factory are both cool theatres although the Tobacco factory is a bit of a 
hike away. As far as nightlife is concerned, there are interesting pubs and bars 
throughout the city. In England there are a couple of chains of pubs which you see 
everywhere - Wetherspoons which is a bit ʻold manʼ but really cheap 



and great for breakfast after a big night, and another chain I canʼt remember the 
name of that you can recognize because they all have the exact same menu. Avoid 
these pubs because the best English pubs are the little unique ones. 
 
Flatting: It only took a few days to find a flat on Whiteladies Road, and I imagine it 
would be easier at the start of their academic year, ie our semester 2. Whiteladies is 
a main road with lots of bars but not particularly nice ones, other than Vittoria (our 
local!) It was great in that there was a massive Sainsburys supermarket 5 mins up 
the road, and uni was 5 mins in the other direction, but I think there are nicer places 
to live. However a lot of Bristol students seem to live ages away from the uni, 
including a whole lot of residential halls, so I think we had it pretty good really. For 
flatting suburbs I would recommend Clifton, which can be expensive but is close to 
uni, and Stokes Croft which is a much more relaxed area but further away. The 
Bristol Accommodation Office has an excellent website with a bulletin board for 
finding flatshares/flats, better information about locations than I can give and 
practical information specific to Bristol and England in general. 
 
Money: Flats are expensive - the studio was 550 pounds a month with a month’s 
deposit which took a lot of emails to get back at the end of our stay. I think most 
students pay about 300 pounds each a month. Food wasnʼt too expensive especially 
if meals are shared between a few. Sainsburys had these really useful pamphlets 
which had a meal plan for a family of four for a week for less than 50 quid, using only 
Sainsburys products. It feels like drinks are cheap when theyʼre only a couple of quid 
each, but theyʼre pretty similar in price when you convert the currencies. Although 
the exchange rate is currently about the best itʼs ever been (August 2011) and so 
everything will be a bit cheaper. 
 
England: With a month off in April, and tons of clubs and societies/the international 
office offering trips and excursions, there was no excuse to not see a bit of the 
country. London is only a cheap bus ride away, and there is a fair bit to do for free if 
you check out the tourist guides. If youʼre coming in our first semester, I very much 
recommend the Waitangi Day pub crawl around the circle line - dress up in kiwiana 
gear and grab a few brews for an awesome day out. I donʼt recommend hitch-hiking 
in England, itʼs really hard. However try and see a bit of the country, there are 
awesome old castles, cathedrals and historical sites, beautiful countryside, and the 
genuine old country pubs really are as cool as theyʼre made out to be. Bath is only a 
few hours cycle away if you take the converted railway path, 
a very worthwhile visit and the ride is cool too. 


