
Grenoble Ecole De Management (Graduate School of Business) 

2012 Semester 2 

BCom MART 

 

I found my exchange in Grenoble greatly rewarding both academically and 
personally. Living in a country where I did not know the language at all, proved to 
really push my comfort boundaries. I found this initially hard, however it got a lot 
easier as time went on, and I feel that it has made me grow immensely as a person. 
Academically GEM business school was extremely different to Otago University. 
Classes are 3.15 hours long and they are compulsory. All the internal assignments 
are group assignment, which expanded my ability to coordinate with different 
cultures. You start exams the day after you finish classes – therefore there is no 
exam study break, and you do your exams on what you already know. My exams 
were also 5 days in a row, which I found radically different from Otago, but nice and 
quick to get them over and done with. My CIB course was made up of many different 
cultures from all over the world (mainly Europe), which enhanced my understanding 
of all these different cultures and really opened my eyes to the world. I found it 
extremely personally rewarding as I now have friends from all over the world and 
can’t wait to work with other cultures than NZ in my future career. I feel that now 
when I apply for jobs that are in international companies, I will have the skill set that 
I learnt on exchange to aid me in my success in the business.  

Notes to consider before going to GEM University 

 Initially I thought that Grenoble was a really small city (not what I was 
expecting) however I grew to love its small size, and ended up loving it 

 There is a lot of documentation that you need to do initially (such as, open 
bank account, insurances, visa) – do not go thinking that you will be able to 
get this done in one day, the Aloha team are great and will help you with 
everything you need, however it takes about three weeks to get this all 
completed 

 You do not need to know French – I went knowing literally no French and I 
was fine, all my friends in my course spoke English 

 I lived in the CROUS housing, as I thought that it was nice and cheap – 
however it is a 20minute tram ride away so you end up paying for the tram 
twice a day. If I was to do it again I would pay the extra for residents such as 
Marie Claire, or Europole – as lots of people from my course lived in these 
residents and they are 5 minutes walking distance, so you don’t have to pay 
for transport 

 If you are a keen skier, then Grenoble is differently the place for you – 
amazing skiing mountains all around Grenoble 

Overall I absolutely loved my experience in Grenoble and would definitely 
recommend people to do an exchange here, as it was an amazing experience! 


