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I went on exchange to UCD in Dublin for 1st semester (our 2nd semester) and had a fantastic time! 

Dublin is a beautiful capital city without the big city feel despite being Ireland’s largest city. The Irish 

people definitely make the place – warm, funny and kind. But the weather is terrible. Dublin follows 

some stereotypes (there is more than one pub on almost every street) but also surprised me in what 

else it had to offer.  

I arrived to Dublin in September on the day I was able to move into my apartment. Traveling on a 

New Zealand passport makes things fairly easy. I just made sure I had my acceptance letter from the 

university and they had no problems. It can go one of two ways at the airport. 1st way: the 

immigration officer will grant you a tourist visa (90 days) and tell you to go to the Garda office to get 

a proper residence visa. Or 2nd way: they will grant you a study abroad visa then and there. Hope like 

hell for the latter because it allows you in and out of the country whilst you are studying just like the 

residence visa but will save you about 250e. I was really lucky and this is what the immigration 

person at the airport gave me. Other people I know had to go to the Garda office and pay for their 

visa. Since I didn’t have to go to the office I know nothing about how it works but the exchange 

office at UCD has information packs about the whole process.  

Make sure you use the exchange office at UCD. They are incredibly helpful and save you getting 

directions/instructions from the locals on the street who, as much as they try, tend to not be very 

helpful. 

 

Accommodation: 

I decided to live on campus whilst at UCD which I think despite being expensive was the better 

choice. It allowed me to mix with both internationals and Irish students. I was in Roebuck Hall (not 

Castle – Castle is catered). It is apartment style living where each room has an ensuite bathroom. 

Kitchen is shared. I was very lucky and had amazing roommates – 4 Irish students and 1 other 

exchange student.  It was such a good time. Most tend to cook on their own unlike flats in NZ and 

Irish students tend to bugger off for the weekend so beware if you are going to stick around campus 

for the weekends it can get a bit lonely. Most of the on campus accommodation is like this. A couple 

of the cheaper ones have shared bathrooms too. The accommodation whilst being what I 

recommend is expensive though (like everything in Dublin).  

 

Paper/courses: 

I started a BA for my exchange year and since it wasn’t my course that I do at Otago I was able to be 

fairly flexible in what papers I chose. I did a mixture of 1st year and 2nd year papers mainly across the 



history and English subjects and found them fairly manageable. The workload is not a lot nor is the 

time in class. A full course load is 5 or 6 papers. Be careful if you have specific papers you have to do 

for your course at Otago because it’s all done on a first in, first served basis and Irish students get 

priority over exchange students.  You will have 2-3 lectures per week and one tutorial. During the 

semester you might have 1-2 essays to submit and then sit a final exam at the end of the semester. 

The exams are only 2 hours though and not too bad at all. They do mark hard at UCD though so 

whilst a pass is only 40% it is hard to get A’s and A+’s. 

 

Uni life/stuff to do: 

UCD is a really big University so has heaps of events and clubs and societies to join. The international 

and ESN societies are great for exchange students as they organise various events and trips around 

Ireland. It will seem like some of the clubs especially the exchange groups are either specifically for 

American students or specifically for EU students. They’re not. Join them anyway otherwise you 

won’t meet many people. I also joined the surf club despite not being able to surf as it was a great 

way to meet Irish students and see a bit more of Ireland. Dublin city is beautiful and probably one of 

my favourite places now. The pub life is great but so is just wandering up and down Grafton Street 

and the like. There is always something going on. Dublin is also the headquarters for Ryanair (a super 

budget airline in Europe) so travel to other countries can be seriously cheap. Students go out almost 

every night of the week. Just watch cover charges – they can be pricey.  

 

Money 

Dublin is expensive, no two ways about it. It’s hard to say how much I spent in a week but I definitely 

chewed through a lot of cash whilst I was there. Accommodation was about 3000 euro for the 

semester, food probably about 50 euro a week and going out etc probably 50-60 euro. Since the 

campus is a wee ways out of the city I would suggest a semester student bus ticket which is 86 euro. 

It’s much easier (otherwise you need exact change of 2.15 euro) and cheaper. I also recommend 

opening an Irish student bank account – it’s free and just makes access to cash a bit easier. I did a lot 

of weekend travel as well to various places which sucked up a fair amount of my money. 

 

UCD and is great University and Dublin is a top city. You will have a fantastic time. There are enough 

students to get the student feel but also be in a capital city with so much to do and so much history.  

 


