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It is probably key to first mention, before launching into this evaluation that my 
exchange semester at the University of Bristol was not in any way ‘typical’. Although 
in saying that, I doubt there is a ‘typical’ exchange experience to speak of. After 
travelling prior to my exchange I came to Bristol a month before university started to 
settle in to my private accommodation (arranged a couple of months earlier) and 
hunt for a part-time job. As I was fortunate enough to be in possession of a EU 
passport finding a job was not difficult and within a few days I had started work at a 
local pub. The combination of having a job and living with couch surfers made my 
exchange semester less like being at University and more like being a working 
traveller, but I highly doubt this information is helpful for you so I shall launch into a 
more specific evaluation… 
 
The city is amazing, beautiful, full of music, lovely people and lots of things to do. 
Suggested sites = Brandon Hill on a clear sunny day, the Clifton Suspension Bridge, 
Bath (very close), the Coronation Tap (best cider in town). Music – check out O2 gigs, 
Thekla, Canteen etc. Travel-wise - everyone walks, rain or shine (mostly rain so 
investing in an umbrella is essential). The buses are quite expensive and unreliable 
so be prepared to walk wherever necessary or bike, although there are a lot of hills 
so I abandoned that idea after a few weeks. There is also an internal train, but like 
the buses it is highly unreliable and only comes on the hour. Walking also means that 
travel doesn’t cost a thing – ideal if you’re on a budget. Food and nights out are 
expensive, so if you’re planning on living it up here make sure you have the funds 
because it ain’t cheap! If you hunt and you’re prepared to walk a bit (or rely on 
public transport) you can find cheap supermarkets like Lidl and Asda, but in the main 
student areas they’re quite few and far between. 
 
As for accommodation, I opted for private renting which turned out to be the better 
choice for me and a few others I met, however if you’re only intending on staying 
one semester it would be easier to go into the halls because the lease term is 
generally one year. If you do opt for private accommodation, check out the 
Couchsurfing Bristol Flatmates page (an idea I got off a similar exchange evaluation) 
– I was lucky enough to land a flat with three English students in an area called 
Stokes Croft (15-20 minutes’ walk from the Uni). Expect to pay around 350 (700NZD) 
a month, I was lucky to land a cheap 283 (550NZD) but this is not in anyway standard 
and most university students look in areas like Kingsdown, Redland and Clifton.   
 
Advice on courses… my exchange semester was also my final semester at university 
(results still pending), so my program was quite difficult. I had to do two third year 
units, which were quite a step up from university back home and I would be lying if I 
said it hasn’t been a struggle. I also had problems with being accepted into the 
courses I needed. The anthropology and archaeology school at Bristol University is 



notoriously lazy and it took two weeks and a lot of stress before I got my courses 
confirmed. The study abroad department however, in particular David Line was 
EXTREMELY helpful and thanks to his persistence everything was sorted. So if I can 
give any advice on this point – it’s if you’re not sure ask for help that’s what the 
department are there for and the people are happy to help! Probably key to mention 
that this was a rare case, if you’re not intending to study Anthropology or 
Archaeology at Bristol you’re not likely to run into the same problem and course 
approval isn’t hugely different from Otago. Contact hours are very limited; I was only 
spending six hours a week at university. Study is very self-directed and for most 
courses there is a lot of reading you have to do in your own time – be prepared for 
this.  
 
Go to the welcome events and get involved with Erasmus. Unfortunately the Study 
Abroad program at UoB doesn’t do much for it’s participants so if you want to join in 
international events, get involved with Erasmus – it was set up for European 
students but they welcome Study Abroad also. Orientation events are quite 
standard, if you go into private accommodation look these up on the Bristol 
University website – sometimes you’re not informed directly. Go to EVERYTHING, get 
as involved as you possibly can, one of my biggest regrets is not getting more 
involved in University and Union organized events because of my job and my flat so 
if you can DO IT. The international department also organizes trips so if you want to 
get out of city that’s another good option and they’re not unreasonably priced.  
 
TO CONCLUDE… I really cannot put into words the incredible time I have had (and 
am still having) here. This evaluation does not in any way do it justice. Deciding to do 
an exchange was one of the best decisions I have ever made and a few months has 
changed me so much more than I could ever have imagined. It’s really disappointing 
that most people do not take advantage of the program; it’s an excellent 
opportunity to see a different part of the world and see how others do what we do. 
It is not easy, you have to be assertive and do things for yourself – no one’s going to 
hold your hand - but it is such a beneficial and rewarding thing to do. So even if you 
don’t end up in Bristol, go somewhere!!  
 
NB: One of the best things someone told me before I arrived in Bristol was to drop 
all of my expectations, drop any preconceived idea of what it will be like, because it 
will never be what you expect – I only partially listened, but on reflection that person 
could not have been more right. 


