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I decided to go on Exchange in 2011 and I chose Edinburgh because the university offers courses 
for both my majors and has an excellent reputation. I also liked the Scottish connection with 
Dunedin!  
Going on Exchange has been one the best decisions I have made during my university career.   
 
Budget and Accommodation 
 
Edinburgh is not cheap. Many of the locals compare prices to London. I found that for day to day 
living I could live off £80 a week. That included groceries, sightseeing in/around Edinburgh, 
printing/photocopying, buying a book or two a month, laundry and seeing a few plays/musicals, 
but did not include rent, setting up the flat, a night in town or eating out. 
 
I applied for accommodation through the university, which I would recommend. It completely 
takes the hassle out of finding a flat in a different country and it reduces costs. The university 
flats are central to campus and to town/the shops, have decent heating, and can be cheap. I 
stayed in Nicolson Street flats and while the décor was pretty ugly and the streets were noisy 
(especially on the weekend), it was 5 minutes away from my classes, 10 minutes from the library 
and Tesco, and I paid £328 a month which was on the cheap side. I had 1 other housemate, who 
had transferred from Singapore, and we got along really well. Other flats are larger and room 
rates vary. Private flats can be cold (they don't always have double glazing), can be noisy and are 
generally more expensive, but you can chose your flatmates, it can be more personal, and the 
flats can be nicer depending on budget. 
Overall my living budget for 8 months in Edinburgh was approx. £6,200. 
 

 

On Calton Hill overlooking Edinburgh 
 
Academics   

 
My only assessment for each course was an essay and an exam. However, the 'non-assessed' 
workload was quite large. I was required to do each week's readings, do a presentation/lead a 
group discussion, and participate in class discussion for each course. Both United Kingdom and 



American students participate in class to a much higher level than in New Zealand, and often you 
are called upon to give an opinion. I found it quite difficult to get used to in the beginning and the 
classroom environment could be quite competitive and intimidating. However, I learnt a huge 
amount, and because I picked my courses carefully, it complemented and reinforced my Otago 
subjects. 
 
Even though I had to choose courses for my Otago learning agreement, when I arrived in 
Edinburgh and visited the Exchange Office I ended only being able to take two of the courses I had 
chosen. Flexibility is important. Edinburgh does offer a really wide range of courses in the 
Humanities and what I ended up taking I really enjoyed! 
 
Things to Do 
 
Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland so the city is very well set up for tourists. It pays to do all the 
main attractions, like the Castle and the Royal Mile, in winter when there are less tourists. Once 
summer and the Fringe Festival starts Edinburgh swells in size and becomes hugely busy. 
Edinburgh has a pretty good pub scene. Many of the pubs are related to famous Scottish literary 
works. I particularly liked reading Alexander McCall Smith's 44 Scotland Street series and the 
Cumberland Bar in New Town features in that series. Another famous Edinburgh writer, Ian 
Rankin, mentions the Oxford Bar written about in his Inspector Rebus novels. Both of these 
Scottish writers are still living, exponentially increasing the chance of seeing them about 
Edinburgh! 
 
Out of Edinburgh there are plenty of opportunities to see the Scottish landscape. Day trips are 
available and you get to see Loch Lomond, Loch Ness, whisky trails, Glen Coe, and other 
important Scottish sights. They are cheap trips and great fun. I would recommend visiting the 
Scottish Borders, walking the Eildon Hills and seeing the ruined Abbeys of Melrose and Jedburgh. 
The landscape is incredibly picturesque and you meet some really great locals out of the city. 
 
Also, if you live in university housing sightseeing trips, BBQs and movies are organised. It's a 
great way to meet other students in your building. 
 

In general 
 
UK students drink/party much more than Otago students do. Don't be surprised if you are 
slaving over an essay due the next day, and your fellow classmates are out clubbing! However, 
Edinburgh has good bars, and they are well worth checking out. 
From September-December Edinburgh's weather is quite mild. January gets bitter and travel can 
be difficult. Generally life revolves around the weather in the UK! 
Edinburgh University is a fantastic place to study at. The environment is competitive and 
challenging, however I've seen what it takes to achieve in a country with a higher population, with 
a larger number of wealthier citizens, and at a desirable institution. The academics stretched me in 
a positive way and taught me to be flexible. 
Going for two semesters gave me more than a taste of the UK and I had so many varied 
experiences because of my longer time in Edinburgh. I was able to appreciate the city from a 
resident's point of view, see the city during several seasons, and engage with my studies, university 
life, and friends to a much deeper level. I would definitely recommend going for two semesters on 
any Exchange. 
 


