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Choosing to do an exchange has been one of the best things I have done while at 
University.  Not only did I get to experience another culture, I was able to travel, 
meet people from all over the world at the same time as studying. I was on 
exchange during Otago’s semester one (UCD’s semester two) and the time 
absolutely flew by, to be honest I could have done a full year in Ireland.  
 
Accommodation: 
While at UCD I lived in Merville Residence, which is on the main, Belfield campus 
(there is another campus located in Blackrock which has one residence there and 
is at least a half hour walk to the main campus).  There are a number of 
residences to choose from with varying prices and set up. Merville is a self-
catered residence, in an apartment style set up. The majority of apartments 
contain 4 bedrooms and residents share a common living area, kitchen and 
bathrooms (2 per apartment) and are responsible as a unit for keeping them 
clean and tidy. Residents have their own rooms, which I found to be comfortable 
and warm. For anyone looking to live on campus I would recommend Merville or 
Glenomena residences (Glenomena is slightly more expensive but you get your 
own bathroom instead of sharing). A lot of exchange students lived in Merville 
and Glenomena however there were many Irish students too (ranging from 1st to 
final year). I lived in an apartment with all Irish students, which was nice 
because as an exchange student it is easy to stick just with the other exchange 
students. Though living on campus is much like flatting there are RA’s and quite 
strict rules in place.  If you do want to live on campus I would also recommend 
applying for residences as soon as the application process opens up as it is based 
on a first in first served system, and places fill up fast. Some students do however 
choose to live off campus and make their own arrangements. 
 
Academics/ Course load: 
A full course load at UCD is 30 credits. I took the maximum 30 credits which 
amounted to 5 modules (4 Otago papers). Most modules are worth 5 credits 
however I took one that was worth 10 credits, which was essentially like taking 2 
modules in terms of workload. All of the modules I took consisted of just one 2-
hour lecture per week, with three of them also having a weekly hour long 
tutorial. I found that Quinn had quite a high standard, and the accounting 
modules in particular were fairly advanced and required a fair amount of work. 
Three of the modules I took were specifically accounting papers; the other two 
were more general business (being Business Excellence, and Strategy 
Formulation and Implementation – a 10 credit module which is compulsory for 
Irish students doing a BCom.). Group assessment seemed to be a big thing in 
Quinn with all of my modules except one involving group projects. Like Otago, all 
of my modules had continuous assessment during semester, with most of the 
final exams worth around 70% of the final grade. Unlike Otago, the pass mark at 
UCD is just 40%, however I do feel that it is harder to get an A grade at UCD.  The 
Quinn building is a modern one, with a lot of study space and is located very 



close to Merville/ Glenomena which was perfect for me as most of my lectures 
and tutorials were in Quinn.   Overall the work was manageable providing you 
kept on top of it and put in some work during the semester. However, it is easy to 
let the work pile up with weekend trips away!   
 
Living in Ireland: 
UCD main campus is about 25 minutes away from Dublin’s city centre by bus, 
which are pretty reliable and easy to use, with a bus ring on campus right by 
Merville as well as bus stops just outside campus. There is plenty to see and do in 
Dublin whether you are there for the history, the arts or the nightlife, and I 
would recommend getting to know the city (and country) and what it has to offer 
before venturing further.  In saying that, Ireland is perfectly located if you want 
to do further travel and see more of Europe (there is plenty of time for that with 
a 2 week mid semester break as well as weekend trips away – make the most of 
the cheap European airlines like Ryanair!). Most of my weekends away were to 
different places within Ireland, I particularly enjoyed a trip to Northern Ireland. 
Two different groups aimed at exchange students, arranged weekend trips away 
as well as other various events throughout the semester (International Students 
Society – ISS, and Erasmus Students Network – ESN). These groups are great for 
meeting other students from all over the world as well as Ireland, and the events 
they run are reasonably priced and a lot of fun.  
Definitely make a budget before you go, and include in that travel costs because 
you will more than likely go on some unplanned/ last minute trips away! Dublin 
is fairly expensive but there are easy ways to save money like buying multi-pass 
bus passes, and shopping at the major supermarkets rather than the small one 
on campus. In saying that, it is hard to put a figure on how much your exchange 
will cost you as it will depend on how much travelling you do while there, as well 
as how often you go out etc.  
 
Overall, I only have good things to say about UCD, Dublin and my time on 
exchange in Ireland. It definitely went by far too quickly and I would choose 
Ireland again if I were doing it again. Make the most of your time away, see and 
do as much as you can, and just enjoy it!  
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