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I was extremely privileged to be able to participate in the Otago University exchange program in 

2013. I went to University College of Dublin in Ireland, and thoroughly enjoyed my experience. I 

gained valuable independence through travelling alone, learning from every place I visited and every 

person I met. I would recommend the exchange programme to anyone at Otago.  

This experience was challenging and extremely rewarding; I’ve gained life-long friends from around 

the world, giving me contacts spanning the globe.  

I was interesting in Ireland as I have always found the Irish fun and enjoyable to be around, I also 

wanted to be at an English speaking University (although if you are considering non-speaking 

countries, don’t hold back, after my travels I would most definitely apply to many European 

countries, regardless of the language).  

It was a great experience to live in Dublin for this short time; something I didn’t realise before I left 

was the expensive living costs. Do save as much as possible before you go, every little bit helps. It’s 

difficult adjusting to the Euro, although you have no choice. Groceries aren’t too unreasonable so try 

to budget in this way rather than eating and drinking out all of the time, there are ways around it. Be 

prepare for the winter weather, although I didn’t find it too bad considering I’d spent three and a 

half years in Dunedin (it was about the same).  

I completed five papers in the business department while in Dublin; including HR and international 

business papers. Courses at UCD are relatively similar to those at Otago, although my classes were 

much smaller (similar to Burns lecture theatre). Lecturers like you to participate continually, with 

attendance often as a percentage of your grade. The course was engaging, personal and intensive.  

In regards to accommodation, I stayed on campus, in Belgrove Residence. The majority of the 

complexes have been upgraded or will be by the time any new students arrive. It was quite 

expensive to get a dorm room here, Belgrove is a cheaper option (as it was old when I was there) 

and it was over $4,000 NZ. There is security around the accommodation which can be good, 

although a little restricting after having been flatting for three years. Another option, which a few of 

my friends did, is get accommodation in town flatting; there are positives and negatives of each 

option. UCD accommodation in about 20 minutes bus ride to town, which cost approximately 2.80 

Euro one way, so you need to catch the bus to town or out to the University when you have class. I 

think accommodation off campus was a cheaper option, and I think you can contact the exchange 

department to ask for assistance to find a place. The residence on campus was really handy for 

classes, so it’s entirely up to your own preferences, it’s also an easy way to meet new people, but 

make sure you still go out and meet the Irish, not just the international students.  

This is just a little advice if you are going on an exchange, continually put yourself outside your 

comfort zone, there is an unlimited pool of interesting people out there, don’t get too comfortable, 



get out there meet more people and see more things; and make an effort to engage with the local 

people of your exchange country.  

In the overall scheme of things, the money means nothing and the experiences you have will far out 

way the money spent. Make the most of every opportunity that comes to you and never say no, try 

everything new.    

 


