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The city of Norwich: 

Norwich is a quaint city in comparison to the hustle and 
bustle of other European destinations. Historically one of 
England’s biggest cities, Norwich is steeped in medieval 
history and famous historic landmarks. The cobble-
stoned streets resemble a scene of Diagon alley from 
Harry Potter. I found it quite picturesque meandering 
along the river and across the small canals around the 
city.  
 
 
 
 

Things to do and places to visit: 

There is an abundance of vintage stores and great independent cafes throughout 
Norwich. Some of my favourite spots would be Franks Bar, Biddy’s Tea Room, 
the Waffle House, the Bicycle Shop, the Birdcage and the Playhouse.  
 
Be sure to take advantage of the vast range of theatre houses around the city 
such as; Maddermarket theatre, Theatre Royal and Cinema City, which has great 
student deals. 
 

 
To get an understanding of Norwich’s medieval 
history, a visit to the Norwich Castle (on left) and the 
Norwich Cathedral is a must. I would recommend 
attending a service at the Cathedral, especially if you 
are on exchange around Christmas time.  
 

 
 
Be sure to take a day trip on the train to the 
Norfolk Broads and have fish and chips at 
Cromer (which have nothing on New Zealand 
fish and chips).  
 
 
 
Get into the U.K football scene and go support the Norwich Canaries at the local 
football club.  
 



University Accommodation: 

I lived in Mary Chapman Court (on right), which 
is a university residence off campus. Although, 
Mary Chapman Court lacks the ‘vibrant first year’ 
environment, I preferred this as an older student 
who had previously lived in campus 
accommodation.  
Mary Chapman Court is located in the city centre, 
which is a 45-minute walk or 20-minute bus ride 
to campus. There are semester bus passes for a  
reasonable price if you choose to live at Mary Chapman Court.  
I enjoyed having access to the city centre and made some great friends in Mary 
Chapman Court. However, if you are looking for a more lively experience then 
campus may be the place for you.  
 
 
 
Life in Norwich: Money, transportation: 
Norwich is a very affordable place to live in comparison to many other exchange 
destinations. It is small enough to be able to walk around the city and save cost 
on public transport. A lot of people buy bikes at the start of the year bike sale to 
get around the city and to and from university.  
 
 
 
University of East Anglia (UEA): 

The UEA campus has a beautiful parkland 
setting with a campus pub, mini mart and cafes 
on site. UEA’s academic expectations were very 
similar to Otago but in some cases I found the 
lecturing and learning style much more 
discussion based.  
 
UEA hosted an orientation week at the 
beginning of the semester and I would advise you to get involved in clubs and 
societies during this time. There is loads of choice so challenge yourself to try 
something new!  
 
 
Travel:  
I made the most of my opportunity to see Europe during the weekends. Megabus 
offers low bus fares to and from London. London is constantly buzzing with 
activities and events! From there, Ryanair offers cheap flights to an extensive list 
of European destinations. If you know other people doing exchanges take the 
opportunity to go visit them! I had an amazing time visiting friends who were on 
exchanges in Copenhagen, Dublin and Paris.  
 


