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I had a wonderful time at UEA and would highly recommend it to other students looking at going 

on an exchange. So much so, in fact, that I’m in the process of making my way back! 

 

Academics / Course Load 

The course load was similar to Otago’s, in that a similar amount of work was expected. What 

was different here, was the distribution of the course load though. The semester began in mid-

late September, but all of my course-work was due in a two week period in late November-early 

December, and this appears to be standard for a lot of subjects. All that’s needed to avoid this 

being a stressful situation though, is proper time management. There appears to be a slightly 

higher level of expectation in the standard of work though, or at least it is just marked more 

harshly. In some lectures, attendance is taken and it is possible to be called up on it. 

 

Accommodation 

The accommodation was definitely the lowlight of my exchange experience. “Which 

accommodation are you in?” “Mary Chapman Court – the one in the city” “Oh? I thought they 

were supposed to tear that down years ago”. The walls inside are concreted, the windows have 

a strange lock on them to prevent them being opened properly, every door is a fire door and will 

close itself making the whole flat seems very antisocial, but worst of all – there’s no Wi-Fi. There 

are Ethernet cords to connect to internet though, but this lack of Wi-Fi is standard across all UEA 

residences. We also had an interesting bunch of neighbours in Mary Chapman Court. Behind our 

complex was a half-way house for people that had come out of mental institutions. A nice bunch 

of people from those that I talked to, and the housekeeper claimed never had any problems with 

having them as neighbours, but still, a bit of a surprise. For the first month, we were having one 

fire alarm per week. God knows what people were doing to accidentally trigger them so 

frequently, but not fun when this happens at 5am. It might also be worth mentioning that the 

accommodation only comes semi-furnished, this being a fridge, oven, bed and desk. In other 

words, no pots, pans, plates, cutlery, washing machine or drier. I know a lot of us found this a 

cost we were not expecting. 

However, it was not all bad there. The people were great, it was quiet (although the walls were 

very easily heard through, so this could be flatmate dependent), warm, clean and central. 

 

Transportation 

Getting around the city is very easy. Norwich is considered to be a very safe city, as is the 

campus, and so walking is a viable option. However, there is a well-established bus network that 

runs from the city to the university, with buses leaving from either end every 10 minutes or so. I 

purchased a bus pass, as did most people in Mary Chapman Court, for 160 pounds for one 

semester of travel on the main fleet of busses. A lot of students choose to cycle as well, and at 

the beginning of the semester, a bike auction is held on campus. You can buy one here and then 



sell it back later on. For venturing outside of the city, there are busses running from Norwich-

London on a regular basis that cost around 12NZD (UK.megabus.com). From the London depot, 

the same service also runs to other UK locations, Amsterdam, Paris and Brussels for relatively 

cheap. There is a large network of trains as well, but these are of course more costly.  

 

Social Life 

Mary Chapman Court had some first year students from the UK, but was primarily filled with 

international students. My flat had four students from North America, and myself in it. This was 

a bit of a worry of mine, after having seen international students at Otago in the complex 

situations choosing to spend most of their time with other internationals and then complaining 

about how they weren’t spending enough time with kiwis.  

I found that a great way of meeting people was through clubs and societies. The range of these 

is huge, so much so that there was just nowhere near enough time for me to join every one that 

I wanted to. I signed up to a lot at the beginning, but ended up only fully participating in three – 

Dharma Society, which held weekly yoga and meditation sessions as well as the occasional talk 

on Buddhist teachings; the Deviant Rock and Alternative Music Society, which started with an 

ice-breaker night, which was really a pub crawl to show new members all the best alternative 

venues around, followed by weekly ‘meetings’/bar meet-ups and club nights where members 

got to DJ. Finally, there was the rock climbing society, which provided tri-weekly sessions at an 

indoor climbing facility on campus, as well as trips to a bouldering facility and outdoor climbing 

activities. By being involved in such different societies, I made a wide variation of friends and 

fully immersed myself in UK culture.  

With people that I met from in both of these environments, as well as from in my classes at 

university, I always had groups to go out with and they really made the whole experience an 

enjoyable one. 

 

Weather 

I found the weather to be quite homely in the autumn semester. It reminded me of a darker, 

slightly cooler version of Dunedin. Unfortunately though, at that time of the year, the days were 

quite short. Light was starting to be lost at around 3.30pm, making for a strange experience 

going into a 2-5pm lecture.  

 

Eating 

It’s expensive. Do not underestimate the cost. 

 

Tips for Future Students 

If you’re keen on travelling, you really need to budget and make definite plans. I know of a lot of 

people who were planning to do so, but left it too late and very much regretted not getting onto 

it sooner. I did next to no travel once the semester began, but as I went in semester 2 and the 

UK semester begins in September, there is A LOT of time to travel beforehand.  

If emailed by UEA about the option of “mature accommodation”, be aware that this is a trap to 

place you in Mary Chapman Court, the off-campus accommodation.  


