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I studied at the University of Heidelberg in the winter semester 2013-2014 and it was truly a fantastic 

experience. Having studied in Amsterdam the semester before this, it was really great to come to a 

smaller city (120,000 cf. 750,000). Although in Amsterdam I had a lot of friends, could go to a lot of 

museums and art galleries, frequent amazing cafes etc. I also found it to be quite isolating in some 

ways, especially living in an apartment complex on Prinz Hendrikkade with 200 other people. 

Heidelberg is small enough that you can bump into people and have the cool spontaneous 

interactions that that entails – very similar to Dunedin, where I come from, which is probably part of 

why I liked it.  

I would say, although I had an amazing community in both Heidelberg and Amsterdam, Heidelberg is 

really where I formed intense, deep connections with people. There’s something about the intimacy 

of the community, the fact that you bump into people all the time, that really facilitates this like a big 

city can’t. So too, Heidelberg is BEAUTIFUL. I would especially recommend coming here during the 

summer – although the winter was gorgeous also, I’ve heard summer is really special. The light, the 

river, the castle, it’s really a picturesque town, but with a really great sub-culture to give it depth and 

keep things interesting.   

 

Study 

I studied Art History while here, as well as doing two German as foreign language courses. I chose to 

do some papers here I could never have done at Otago – Chinese Painting and Early Encounters with 

Indian Art, which were really incredible and gave me a totally different perspective. I would 

especially recommend Chinese Painting. I also did Global Contemporary Photography. Both this and 

Early Encounters were Oberseminare (i.e. the highest level of course you can do here – after this 

there is Mittelseminar, Proseminar, Vorlesung and Übung, in descending level of difficulty). This was 

great as I had to do an hour long presentation in each class, including discussion, and then present a 

20 and 10 page paper for each class, respectively. This was a real challenge but something I really 

enjoyed and benefited from enormously.  

In terms of the German classes I took the introductory course in September – which I would highly 

recommend as it brushes up your German (which I desperately needed after not having studied it for 

1.5 years), and it also really, really helps you to meet people at the beginning of the semester. I also 

took the German literature course and German Art course and I would HIGHLY recommend both of 

these. In the literature course we studied E.T.A. Hoffmann’s Der Goldne Topf and it was such a great 

way to learn the language. The teacher also had an enormous background in philosophy and critical 

thinking and it was such an inspiration to be taught by him – if you can be a part of this lecture I 

would definitely, definitely do it (his name is Rainer Christ by the way). German Art was also very 

good – we studied two German artists Otto Dix and Mack Beckmann, and also got to go to the art 

gallery in Mannheim. Both courses were a great way to learn German at the same time as learning 

about German culture.  



A quick word of warning – registering for classes seems quite confusing at the beginning, but it’s 

really not too bad. I’ve explained the level of courses above, but really all you need to do is email the 

lecturers and turn up to the first class. Everything will sort itself out from there. The ECTS system is 

confusing but I was lucky in that, so long as I did a class that was a few hours every week in Art 

History, this would count as one paper – this varied from 6 to 9 ECTS points. To be honest this is quite 

arbitrary – my Chinese paper course was only three 3-4 page papers, compared to Encounters which 

was an hour long seminar and a 10 page paper. Both had the same amount of points…. So try to 

figure this out with your Otago University Co-Ordinator before you go, in light of this.  

There will also be A LOT of paperwork to figure out at the start but again, don’t stress. They give you 

a list of everything you need to sort out and it’s pretty straight-forward.  

Oh and finally, unlike at Otago attendance in class is compulsory. Some lecturers are easier on you 

then others but in general I think you’ll find them pretty strict about this (although you can miss two 

lectures per class per semester).  

 

Money, Living & Transport 

Rent in Heidelberg was extremely cheap – I actually paid less here than I did back in Dunedin. And it 

was even better in comparison to a big city like Amsterdam. Per month I would pay 219 euros. 

Generally it’s 200-300. My flat didn’t include internet, although some of the girls could use the 

internet from other residents, paying them a few euros a month. This internet did not reach my 

room, but actually it was great not to be able to access it for a few months – especially Facebook. In 

terms of groceries I would budget around 25-30 a week, and then 30 for general entertainment etc. 

The student card (which gets you on the buses, trams and trains all over Heidelberg and surrounding 

areas) costs 145 for 6 months – quite a lot to start with but I found it well worth it in the end as I 

used it all the time. Although in retrospect maybe I would have bought a bike instead as the winters 

here aren’t so bad, it would have been cheaper, and is much nicer than public transport. Also with 

your student card you get free transport at nights and on the weekends anyway.  

I would also recommend going through the Studentenwerk as it is quite difficult to find a flat in 

Heidelberg otherwise. I would recommend not going to Neuenheim flats as they are very far away 

and very utilitarian. Getting a flat in the Altstadt is ideal.  

 

Extra 

There are not a lot of museums and art galleries in Heidelberg but Mannheim is close by and has 

quite a lot. There is also a really fantastic sub-culture in Germany which, if you find it, is really 

incredible. For someone coming from New Zealand I had never really experienced techno music 

before and really grew to develop an extreme passion for it here. Villa Nachttanz is the best place for 

this and by far my favourite venue in Heidelberg (and perhaps the world, to be honest). Really 

alternative, cheap, lots of art, amazing people – I spent many a night here in conversation, dancing, 

playing etc. Häll is also great, as well as Halle No 2. There are also a lot of other techno (e.g. Goa) 

parties in this area. Breidenbach is another good one – although difficult to find out about as usually 

events travel via word of mouth, rather than via facebook, although they are on FB also.  

My other piece of advice would be to meet as many Germans as possible. It is fantastic getting to 

know the exchange community and I made some of my best friends in the world here. But meeting 



Germans actually gives you access to the language and the culture – which is part of the reason you 

go on exchange in the first place. In this vein, try to speak as much German as possible. You really 

have to work at this – all the exchange students speak English and Germans almost always will want 

to practice their English on you, so try to be as vigilant as possible. Even though it’s exhausting 

sometimes, you’ll be so much more proud of yourself if you make the effort, and really have 

something to show for your exchange experience at the end of it.  

 


