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I have just returned from a great semester at The University of Amsterdam on 
exchange where I completed my LLB. I have family in the Netherlands and that 
was the main motivation for my choice of destination. My particular 
accommodation in the city wasn’t fantastic but that didn't get in the way of a 
really enjoyable semester - the university courses and the city itself is amazing. 
Get off the tourist trail and explore Amsterdam as a local – you will love it! 

 
Courses 
The semester is structured very differently to Dunedin; the semester is split into 
three blocks, each with an exam period at the end. Very few papers are offered in 
Block 3 (usually just for re-sits) so you’re likely to only take courses in Block 1 
and 2. I would suggest taking more courses in the block at the colder end of the 
semester or when you want to do less travelling. For Dunedin semester one this 
was the first block and did a very large course load, but then had a lot less to do 
in the Spring block which was great. As a law student you are required to take 
Public International Law and Introduction to European Union Law if you haven’t 
already. Public International Law is actually outside of the law faculty and all 
exchange students (mainly US students studying politics etc) – this course is very 
interesting and involved lots of time at the ICTY and ICJ in Den Haag observing 
the Serbia v Croatia cases. Introduction to EU Law however is a very difficult 
course and people often fail’ this is true of most law courses. When you get your 
exam dates, they actually schedule the resit because often 1/3 of the class will 
fail! I also took EU Company Law, Restructuring Companies and Comparative 
Constitutional Law – you must choose Masters’ level courses to be credited for 
400 level Otago Law papers. Remember to enrol in your exams mid-semester – 
being enrolled in a course doesn't mean you are enrolled in the exam! 
 

Accommodation 
The accommodation service offered by the University is basically what you must 
do – there’s a massive housing shortage in Amsterdam and you will struggle to 
find something affordable on your own. The service costs quite a lot to even 
apply for accommodation – just remember that letting fees are normal anywhere 



bar Dunedin so just go with it. You get an 
offer of accommodation and you must take 
it – it’s as simple as that. Unless you have 
been assigned to Diemen (very far outside 
of the city) just accept it. I lived in a 
accommodation building on a ‘Dutch floor’, 
this meant there was only 2 exchange 
students out of 12, sharing a kitchen, 
laundry and two bathrooms. The building 
itself was rather dirty with plenty of free pet 
mice and very antisocial. It’s a shame but 

most other exchange students were put into much better accommodation and I 
sort of lucked out there. Just be sure to join in on all exchange activities and you 
will meet people fine! 
 

Money 
The rent of my room was very low for Amsterdam – 385euros a month 
($610NZD) – this was reflective of the state of the accommodation however. On 
top of rent I also had around $10,000 saved + Studylink every week and was able 
to live very comfortably and travel around the Netherlands and to Edinburgh, 
Brussels, Budapest, Berlin, Mallorca, Malta, Seville, Portugal and London.  

 
Arrival Tips 

 Buy a bike! This should be number one priority. Either organise to buy 
one from an Otago student leaving or get onto the ISN Facebook page 
where international students sell things – expect to pay around 70 euros 
for an old Dutch bike with handbrakes. Make sure you have two locks and 
always use them – bike theft is rampant! 

 Open a Dutch bank account – this was surprising to me. You need a Dutch 
bank account to pay rent online, top up your mobile phone, print at 
university, buy coffee or any food at university including vending 
machines, to go into shorter lines at the supermarket, and lots of shops 
including the nicer supermarket Marqt only accept Dutch PIN cards. ING 
was the bank I chose and they were great, the process is a bit annoying 
though so get onto it early.  

 Get a SIM card – We were given SIMs at the introduction weekend with 
Lebara Mobile – these were fine and I just topped it up as I went, I didn't 
text or call much at all but used lots of internet which was pretty 
affordable at 10euros a GB.  

 OV-Chipkaart – this is your 
public transport card for trains 
and trams across The 
Netherlands. It makes it so much 
cheaper so definitely get one but 
keep in mind that to use it on the 
train you must have 20euros 
credit.  



 Buy a Museumkaart – was only about 50euros and includes unlimited 
entry to all of Amsterdam’s amazing museums. You’ll pay it back very 
quickly as most museums are 16euros each for entry. 

 Get out of the tourist areas – Amsterdam for tourists and Amsterdam for 
locals are to very different things. Go to the red light district once, go to a 
brewery and eat a hamburger from a vending machine with fries in a cone 
and then live like a local – explore the smaller galleries and museums, 
visit the neighbourhood markets, hang out in cafes (rather than ‘coffee 
shops’) and get a feel for the real city.  

 Use this website http://www.yourlittleblackbook.me - it has a guide 
every Friday about what’s on for the weekend and features all new 
restaurant/bar openings, exhibitions and events.  

 

 


