
University of Edinburgh 
Semester 1 (NZ) 2014  
Law 
 
I am a 5th year student studying Law, Politics and Spanish. I went to the 
University of Edinburgh for a semester in 2014 where I studied Employment 
Law, Criminal Justice and Medieval History 2B.  
 
Edinburgh is a great city for students, it has a population of around 500,000 but 
like Dunedin the areas that students actually live are very close to the University 
itself. Marchmont where I lived is the closer area to the University and is right 
beside the meadows park where social sports teams practice and during the 
warmer months is a popular spot to hang out in the sun. The accommodation 
there is cheaper than Newtown as well, I paid 360 pounds a month for my room 
(not including food, power, TV, internet) whereas my 4 flatmates paid 410 for 
the larger rooms in the flat. Mine was comparable in size to a typical room in 
Dunedin’s halls of residence.  

 
These photos are of my room and the meadows which is the walk to Uni from 
Marchmont. 
 
The other main location for students is Newtown which if looking at it from a 
Dunedin point of view is in town, where the main street and a few of the bars are. 
Rent there is usually more expensive and the walk to University is a bit longer 
(20 min compared to 10-15 in Marchmont). 
 
I had the good luck to flat with some friends of a friend that I already knew 
previously, this was great in that they could show me the ins and outs of the 
university and introduce me to people that were Edinburgh students. Due to this 
I had very little interaction with Edinburgh International students apart from 
other Otago students and people I met through class.  
 
Living costs are very similar to Otago with food, Internet, TV and power costing 
around the same as New Zealand. I was splitting these costs with 4 others and 
therefore I am not sure about what the costs would be like living solo. 
 
The University itself is reasonably similar to Otago. Law classes had an optional 
essay worth nothing and a 100% exam while the history paper had a tutorial 
presentation, a 2500 word essay and an exam worth 50%. Tutorials are 
compulsory in Edinburgh while lectures are not; due to this attendance is 



extremely low at lectures. Student satisfaction is extremely low at Edinburgh and 
there were strikes due to pay issues while I was there which meant some classes 
were cancelled due to lecturers not turning up.  
 
While I was there I joined the History Boys Rugby Club which was a good 
opportunity to meet some new people. It was a very social rugby team and I 
would highly recommend anyone looking to play some casual rugby to look them 
up if they are heading to Edinburgh. Edinburgh has quite a few social sports 
teams and as university sport is played on Wednesdays in the UK to allow for 
club sport in the weekend playing for one of these teams will not interfere with 
any weekends away. 
 
Edinburgh is quite isolated geographically from the rest of the UK and I would 
therefore recommend buying a rail card for getting around. It costs around 60 
Pounds and saves you a third on rail travel. I didn’t get one and regretted it as 
ended up either forking out for rail travel or taking the bus from London to 
Edinburgh which is unpleasant. Air travel can be cheap as well if you keep an eye 
out for the deals.  
 
Social life in Edinburgh is very similar to Dunedin with there being a large 
amount of alcohol consumption. The most common nights to go out were 
Monday and Saturday, although Tuesday, Wednesday (after sport) Thursday and 
Friday also weren’t bad.  
 
I would highly recommend Edinburgh University to anyone going on exchange. 
The city is amazing with a lot of history, the students are friendly and welcoming 
and the University itself seemed accommodating and helpful towards 
international students and allowed me the flexibility to change courses when I 
arrived.  
 
 


