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If you are reading this, you are obviously interested in going on exchange, and I really 
REALLY recommend you follow through with it. It is the best overseas experience 
and you will never have another opportunity to do it! Barcelona is an awesome city to 
live in, and you meet the most amazing people while you are there.  
 
Before you leave 
 

• Make sure you have your visa sorted – this can take a while and is vital. 
• Sign up to the ESADE Facebook page for the semester you are going over. 
• Apply for any scholarships – especially the Westpac Traveling Scholarship. 
• Make sure you have your papers all sorted before you decide to go there – I 

arrived to ESADE to discover that a few of the classes I had signed up to 
weren’t available, so make sure you go onto their website and check the dates 
for all the classes. Andre Everitt (from Otago) was really helpful in helping 
me sort it out, so don’t worry because you have lots of support!  
 
 

ESADE 
 
Getting to university:  
You get to catch a train through a Mount Tibidabo! There are 4 trains you can catch to 
Sant Cugat – S1, S2, S5, and S55. It is on the FCG line. When you arrive at Sant 
Cugat, it is another 15 minute walk to the ESADE campus.  
When you get to Barcelona, buy a 2 Zone, 3 month pass which gets you on all the 
FCG trains and metro trains, plus buses too. Go for the T-Joven pass, it is about 150 
euro. Travel time to ESADE is around 50 minutes. I’d recommend joining up with a 
couple of other exchange students and go together on your first day, that’s what I did 
and we became really good friends and I ended up going with them to Uni every day 
after that! 
 
With the T-Joven pass, you can also catch Bus 46 to the airport from Espanya.  
 
Classes –  
They are 3 hours long, usually from 9am-12pm, 2pm-5pm, or 6pm-9pm. This may 
sound like a lot, but they are pretty relaxed and it means you get that subject done for 
the week! Everyone hangs out during the big lunch break which is always fun. I had 
class from Tuesday until Thursday, so managed to travel a lot in between. Also, 
classes are in English (unless you choose the Spanish/Catalan speaking ones) and 
only exchange students, so it is up to you to try to meet Spanish students.  
 
The university campus itself is really small and exclusive compared to Otago. But the 
town of Sant Cugat is really cute, with a lot of really nice cafes.  
 
Classes I recommend: 



• Spanish Recent History and Current Political Issues / Spanish Art and Culture 
– they are taught by an awesome lecturer called Alex, who is really 
enthusiastic about informing exchange students about the history and culture 
of Spain.  

• Anthropology: In Search of Principles for a Life Philosophy – this was my 
FAVOURITE class through my 4 years at university. Even if you don’t think 
you’re into Anthropology, you will love it. The two lecturers are the most 
awesome, interesting guys. This class changed my view on life, and you 
become really close with the other students in your class. If you can take an 
interest paper, pick this one!  

 
Accommodation 
 
ESADE do not organise this for you, so I would recommend looking at organising 
accommodation before you leave NZ. Although there are a few people who just 
organise it when they get there, try to link up with other students, possibly via the 
Facebook page, to think about forming a group before you head over. Don’t worry 
about it too much though, everyone always finds a flat. 
 
Make sure you live in Barcelona city! Not Sant Cugat. Best areas are Eixample and 
Gracia. Most people pay between 350-550 euro.  
 
Language: 
 
Something you should know about Barcelona is that is in the heart of the province of 
Catalunya. So everyone speaks Catalan. They also speak Spanish, and most people 
speak English, which can make it quite difficult if you want to improve your Spanish. 
Nevertheless, the Catalan culture is wonderful! There are always regional holidays 
and festivals going on around the city, which are lots of fun.  
 
If you have time, research a bit into the movement happening there at the moment for 
independence from Spain. It is very interesting, and in the Spanish History classes 
there is a lot of discussion about it.   
 
Make sure you attend the Spanish Intensive Course at the start of the semester. It is a 
really helpful crash course, and it is the time you meet everyone and get to know 
them! 
 
Barcelona City 
 
Ask anyone who has visited Barcelona, and everyone will say they absolutely loved 
it. They have good reason to say so!  
 
This city is full on. I lived right in the middle of it, and loved it. Right up until my last 
day I was still finding beautiful little streets in Barrio Gotic and El Born. It is full of 
surprises. 
 
Areas you must visit are El Born, Barrio Gotic, Exiample, El Raval and Gracia. 
 



All of the other evaluations have mentioned different cafes, bars and clubs. You may 
find these helpful, but personally I really enjoyed exploring by myself and with 
friends and finding our own favourite spots.  
 
There are also great day trips from Barcelona, for example going on a Wine Tour, or 
climbing Monserrat Mountain to see the Monastery. I really recommend seeing the 
rest of Spain if you can, the south is so beautiful and so is the Basque Country.  
 
Conclusion: 
 
You are about to embark on an experience of a lifetime, so make the most of it! You 
aren’t there for long, and you may never have the opportunity to immerse yourself in 
another culture while at university. Enjoy! 
 
 
 
 
 


