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Going on an exchange was an important decision to make and it has definitely enhanced my 

university experience. I would recommend it to anyone, so long as they are prepared for all the 

preparation that they need to do before their journey. 

 

Getting there 

I was accepted into the same university as two of my friends, so we booked the flights together. We 

booked our flights through Student Flights, and the woman who served us was really helpful and 

friendly, and I felt comfortable contacting her during my stay abroad. We also got travel insurance 

through the same agency, which all up cost $2700 each – around $2000 for the flights and $700 for 

insurance. One of the problems we encountered once we got to Exeter was that our flight dates 

were not flexible, and one of my Australian flatmates had a flexible flight plan for a cheaper price. 

This is just something to keep in mind if you think you might want to extend your stay, or get home 

even sooner. The biggest headache before we left was trying to sort out our visas. The members of 

the UK embassy who came to talk to us at Otago told us that we would need to organise our visa 

before leaving the country, despite the UK website saying something completely different. The 

bottom line is this – if you are studying in the UK for less than six months, you don’t need to do 

anything visa-related before you leave. Of course, check to make sure the requirements have not 

changed between July 2014 and the date you’re set to leave. All the documents we took with us 

(bank statements, photocopies of our passport) were all good to have but if I recall correctly we 

didn’t need them at border security. Still it’s best to have them, and make sure you take some 

passport-sized photos of yourself as well so you can get a RailCard as soon as you arrive in the UK 

(more on that later). VERY IMPORTANT – make sure you take your Exeter acceptance letter with you. 

They definitely check this, and if you go on trips outside of the UK you will need to take it with you in 

order to get back into the country. 

 

Accommodation 

I had decided before leaving that I wanted to stay in a hall for the convenience, as well as how it’d be 

easier to meet people living in a big block. In terms of which block to choose my decision was made 

for me, as James Owen Court was the only one available for a single semester. Pros of living at JOC – 

close proximity to shops (a 20 min uphill walk to campus), lots of friendly people, didn’t have to 

worry about paying any bills, own private bathroom and toilet. Cons – frequent noisy parties, 

incredibly expensive laundry, having to share the kitchen with up to 8 other people. If you can 

organise it in advance, I might recommend looking into a flat – halls are very expensive and with all 

the clubs available at Exeter you’ll have no trouble meeting new people. You might get a bigger 

room this way too. I guess it depends on how much you value privacy – I was able to spend a lot of 

time on my own even in a hall, while others were partying every night.  

 

Academics 

Taking film papers at Exeter is a really good idea, as I only had to do two papers for a full semester of 

work. My two friends who travelled with me had four papers as well as exams, and by comparison 

my workload was laughably light – I had to write four essays, two for each paper, and that was it. As 

an added bonus since you’re taking the papers pass/fail you don’t have to worry too much about 

attending every class so you have lots of free time. Also the exams take place in January (for the 

semester I was there) around the date that you have to leave your halls of residence, and some of 



my flatmates had to take all of their luggage to their exam before heading to London to fly home. In 

terms of choosing the papers, I didn’t actually get into my first choice because that class was full but 

the process for choosing a new paper is really straightforward and during the first week of university 

there are a lot of people around campus who can help you if you don’t know where to go. 

 

Student life 

Campus life at Exeter is incredible, in no small part due to the massive number of clubs available. We 

arrived in September, the start of their school year, so there were lots of people walking around 

ready to help new students which definitely made things easier. In terms of clubs the first few weeks 

of the semester have a huge number of free club events so make sure you go to as many as possible 

and check them all out. I ended up joining the Harry Potter society, Campus Cinema society, Disney 

society, folk dancing society, the international society, and a theatre production society. These 

societies all had a range of cool events to try out, and there is really something for everyone. I got to 

go to the Yule Ball, had a Disney singalong every week, and was a Production Manager for a play 

performed on campus. A little tip from locals is to not pay the membership fee to ‘officially’ join 

societies. Most societies have public Facebook pages so it’s easy to keep track of what events are on 

offer, and you always join the society partway through the semester if a ‘members-only’ event 

comes up. You can’t do this with some societies – the Harry Potter society has a closed Facebook 

page – but with most of the ones I joined I could’ve saved myself around $40 in membership fees. 

 

Being a tourist 

If you plan to do a lot of travel, make sure you get a RailCard as soon as you can. Students get 1/3 off 

their tickets, and you will definitely feel the difference. However the bus will be cheaper than the 

train every time. I did multiple trips to London, and it generally only cost around $10 by bus, 

compared to over $60 for the train. However I travelled by train to Edinburgh and the savings I got 

by using my RailCard were twice what it cost to get the card in the first place so I got my money’s 

worth instantly. London is a great city to visit, but I’d also recommend making a trip to some of the 

smaller cities of the UK, such as Oxford, which has a large number of impressive buildings. Also 

Dunedin’s nickname is the ‘Edinburgh of the South’ so seeing Edinburgh is fascinating due to that 

comparison. A great advantage of studying in the UK is how close you are to other countries, unlike 

studying in New Zealand. I’d already backpacked around Europe for two months before I started 

studying, but during the semester I did a weekend trip to Belgium by bus, and I couldn’t believe how 

cheap/easy it was to get to another country. It did take 16 hours to get there though, so it all 

depends on how long you can stand to travel. If you have a particular location in mind that you really 

want to go to, I’d recommend using a housesitting website. I used http://www.housesittersuk.co.uk/ 

and got to stay in London for FREE for two weeks during the Christmas break. In return I had to feed 

a cat twice a day and give it plenty of attention so it’s definitely worth having a look at.  

 

http://www.housesittersuk.co.uk/

