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I chose to go to Exeter University because it seemed to be a highly regarded university and the city 
even seemed to be quite similar to Dunedin and I was just looking for a chance to live somewhere 
else without too much culture shock. Overall I think it was quite similar so if that's what you're 
looking for this would be a good choice. It was a very well organised university especially the 
freshers' week was very well done with multiple chances to experience each club. I still ended up 
having to be very selective about what I attended though. In my opinion the Exeter clubs were far 
more interesting than the Otago ones. I ending up joining five of them as much for the novelty 
factor as anything. My favourite club was the Darts Club because skill wasn't so important and it 
was just a lot of fun. Signing up to classes at the start was no hassle as I just accepted the ones 
they'd put me into, apparently from next year they'll be starting to do it digitally but I don't know if 
that will apply to exchange students or not. 
 
Accommodation 
I stayed at James Owen Court which is a self-catered hall and was a 15 minute walk from the 
university, which was pretty decent. It was very nice accommodation. It cost close to $4500 so you 
were paying for it but there was a nice ensuite. I still had to buy all my own bedding and food, and 
everything needed to cook etc. so that part was quite annoying but a trip to Wilko's is pretty much 
all you need to get stuff. The least enjoyable part of staying there was all of the fire alarms and the 
fact that I had to walk up four flights of stairs to my room. The best thing was that it was right on 
the main street so very close to a Tesco's, a cinema was practically next door, and takeaways were 
no more than a block away if you wanted them. It was only about a ten to fifteen minute walk into 
the centre of town too. 
 
Money 
I probably spent around $10000 or $11000 just in my time at Exeter and then quite a bit extra 
travelling around the UK and Europe. I wasn't very frugal with my money so I'm sure that that 
could be cut down if you tried. 
 
Courses 
I took one history, management, business law, and finance paper while I was there, all first or 
second-year papers. The workload seemed quite similar to Otago so not too much work was 
required to get decent grades and I had plenty of spare time for watching Netflix and travelling. 
Just don't be surprised about the grading system which is very different from here. 70% is like an A, 
and anything above 40% is a pass. All the grades are scaled to it though so it doesn't mean the 
work is easier. The way they do the first semester is a bit different as well because it's 11 weeks 
straight of classes and then three weeks off for Christmas, and then you come back for one week 
to do all of your exams. 
 
Transportation 
There is a bus system in Exeter but I didn't use it much because it's so easy to just walk everywhere 
within the city, or even take the trains that travel across the city. If you want to travel around 
Devon then I'd imagine they'd be the best way to get around. I mainly used trains when I travelled 
around the UK and I got the student rail card which cost £30 but got a third off the price of each 
trip so if you plan on travelling a lot by train I'd definitely recommend it. 
 



Weather 
Everyone was talking about how much it rains in Devon but it was actually really good weather 
until about December, which is winter so it's only to be expected. I was pleasantly surprised by 
how warm the accommodation was as well. It seemed very well insulated, although some people 
(I'm guessing from warmer climates) complained at how cold it was and actually got a petition 
going for them to turn the heaters in the rooms on, which they did. 
 
Travel 
I travelled around Europe for a couple of months before heading to the university and that was a 
lot of fun, so if you can find a travel buddy then I'd recommend that, and if not then I'd still 
recommend you go to mainland Europe or around the UK as often as possible because it really is 
so easy. The train services in Europe are very good and enable very easy travel between cities and 
countries. Otherwise services like Ryanair have cheap flights if you don't need much luggage. 
 
If you're not looking to go too far out of your comfort zone then I'd say Exeter is a good place for 
you as for me it quickly felt like home. I'd recommend joining as many clubs as you can since you 
don't have much time, especially if you're only going for a semester, and joining clubs is one of the 
best ways to make the most of it. They have really interesting ones and it's just a great way to meet 
people. I also think you should travel around as much as possible since it's such a great opportunity 
being so close to all of Europe. 


