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Bristol: 

 Firstly, Bristol is one of the coolest cities I went to in the U.K. It’s a little bit like Dunedin 
because it’s not too big (like London) and it has a brilliant student life. Bristol has great 
atmosphere and there is always something going on. The main nights to party in Bristol are 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday and they were definitely a highlight of studying and living in 
Bristol. It has a great music scene and there is always a fun student event to attend. I would 
highly suggest joining a club or sports team and there is such a wide variety to choose from, for 
example: wine and cheese society, water-ski and wakeboard club and hundreds more. Every 
Wednesday night is sports night, this was one of my favourite events because all the different 
sports teams go to different pubs and bars and then everyone meets at a big club afterwards. 
The University has a great reputation and has a beautiful location right in the heart of Bristol. 
Bristol as a whole is a great city, it has wicked bars and clubs and the harbour side is a great 
place to go for dinks or a meal and it is in a stunning location. I am so glad I got the opportunity 
to study in such a lively, awesome student city.  

University (lectures/ tutotials): 

 The main lay out of lectures/tutorials as well as workload is the same as in Dunedin. I 
took two 100 level sociology papers and one 300 level psychology paper which meant I had a 
pretty chilled timetable. I would suggest taking only 3 papers on exchange as it gives you time 
to explore. The major difference is the marking schedule but you will be explained that when 
your first marks come back. 

Accommodation: 

 Accommodation was potentially my only slight let down. Going in the first semester 
(September to January) can be hard to find a flat because people want you to sign a 12 month 
lease. I tried really hard to find a flat but in the end I had to get student accommodation 
because I couldn’t find anything for the short term. My accommodation was similar to the halls 
but more like apartments with a kitchen so you could cook your own meals. There were a lot of 
first years and a lot of people I wasn’t similar minded with, however, I was lucky enough to 
have some great people in my apartment and made two really awesome friends. I had to meet 
people through sports, socialising and friends of friends. If I was to do it again I would have 
loved to be in a flat near Clifton but unfortunately this didn’t work out. If you are looking for 
flats there are several good accommodation companies to go through. Make sure you try UBU 
which is the agency that is done through the University and they can be a big help if you just 



email them with your circumstances. Also try gumtree and other flatting websites that you can 
put in through google Accommodation is expensive incomparision to Dunedin. I was paying 125 
pounds a week which is 250NZD (not including food). I know that flatting is cheaper but it is still 
about 100+ pounds a week. However, this is something you will probably find across most of 
the student cities within the U.K. I didn’t hate my accommodation, but I would have preferred 
to flat, so if you find yourself stuck on what to do make sure you do at least apply for student 
accommodation because you are guaranteed to only pay for 6 months. There are also plenty of 
different types of halls/apartments that you can look into and you can always turn them down. 

Money: 

  Bristol is not cheap but it is also not really expensive. I found some things much more 
expensive then in Dunedin (red meat, wine, takeaways) but on the other hand some things are 
much cheaper (milk, bread, groceries). You will need to have a lot more saved than what you 
normally have for Dunedin, but it is good to learn how to budget and prioritise what to spend 
your money on. I tended to save my money for travel (buses/ trains/ flights) and eat on a 
tighter budget. But it’s something you will work out quickly as soon as you get there.  

Things to do: 

 Bristol has some great bars and clubs. I would highly recommend going to a club called 
motion which is where they have awesome music Artists (Netsky, SBTRKT and all the new 
upcoming DJs). You need to buy tickets in advance, but I can guarantee if you’re into music and 
partying you will absolutely love it. Make sure you go to the suspension bridge on a sunny day 
and go to a bar called the White Lion which looks over the bridge and is in a prime location. 
Bath is another small city which is only 10minutes on a train from Bristol. Bath is an awesome 
place and I highly recommend going on a day trip. The apple is another cool place to go for a 
drink and they have 1 pound cider during the week. This is a bar on a boat and it is super cool.  
Also try out the O2 which is a good club, Bunker is also a must and make sure you go and see 
Banksys art also. 

Travel 

 Some of my friends had 16-25 rail cards which cost 30pounds and this gives you a third 
off all train tickets around the U.K. I would recommend getting one if you feel like you will be 
going to see friends/ family around the U.K or going to and from London regularly. Megabus is 
also a cheap way to travel and this is what I tended to use the most. Bristol and London also 
have very cheap international flights and I downloaded an app called SKYSCANNER and you can 
just put Bristol to ‘everywhere’ and then you find the cheapest flights to so many places in 
Europe. This is great for a long weekend or when you have reading week.  

Main University building called Wills Memorial and Park Street. There is an awesome Library in 
Wills which is like Hogwarts.  



  

2 of Banksys pieces in central Bristol  

 

 

Bristol Harbour side – great restaurants and places to drink  



 

 

 

The white lion pub looking over the Bristol Suspension Bridge 



 

 

 

Beautiful Bristol University  



 


