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Accommodation: 

During my time at UEA, I chose student accommodation as my main stay for my 

study period. I stayed at Suffolk Terrace one of the several on campus halls of 

residences at UEA. This I felt was the best option for me as it was right on campus 

so there was no hassle of organising transport to campus for classes. Likewise, it 

also meant that I was flatting with a heap of first years fresh out of high school. I 

thought this worked in my favour as it meant that I was not the only fish out of 

water coming from another country and there were many like me who were 

taking on a whole new experience. As such, this means that you are ultimately 

able to make friends a whole lot easier. I would highly recommend any futures 

students coming from Otago to seriously consider staying at one of the halls of 

residences. Suffolk Terrace was perhaps the ideal accommodation as it was right 

on campus literally 100 metres distance from my classes. Also, it was a one 

minute walk from the University shop and the LCR; the University nightclub.  

Money Matters: 

Take into consideration that the British pound severely alters your money. So be 

prepared live cheap. Things that might seem cheap at 2 pounds such as loaf of 

bread really turn out to be four nz dollars. As such, it would be prudent to have a 

safe amount of money going over as the pound does seriously cut into expenses 

and the nz dollar. However, as you might have already experienced being a 

University student at Otago, living like a student means being cheap. Therefore, 

with years experience at Otago, I felt I was able to live above the line quite 

happily for my duration at Norwich. My main tip for finances in England would be; 

spend like a student and you’ll be fine.  

Academics: 

I felt UEA was extremely beneficial for my academics. I felt it tested my practical 

skills as well as theoretically. UEA does have a high pedigree in the Film and  

Media Department but collectively I feel UEA encourages not only high theory but 

similarly an emphasis on practical skills. For example, one of my classes involved 

producing a video for a real life client who happened to be a local police office 



running a video campaign for safe teen driving. Likewise, what I found fascinating 

was that medical students at UEA are drafted straight into hospitals as interns 

from day one of their first year of University. This is the same for all of the health 

sciences including physiotherapists, nurses and occupational therapists. 

Ultimately, UEA will severely enhance both your theory and practical, real life 

skills.  

Transportation: 

Most supermarkets in Norwich are within walking distance of the University. But, 

bicycles are a popular choice for students. However, if you are only on for a short 

stay I wouldn’t recommend it as you can get it way with pretty much walking 

everywhere. Likewise, any trips you need to make into the main city centre can be 

achieved either by taxi or bus as the city centre is roughly about a 40 minute walk. 

However, if going to experience the nightlife, I would seriously recommend taking 

the buses from uni as these are a experience no student should miss. Otherwise, 

anywhere you need to travel during the day can be achieved on the bus.  

Weather: 

I went over at the end of September which meant that the English summer was 

just finishing. This meant I was going into the Winter. The Norwich winter was not 

too bad and if I was to compare it I would say it would be a touch crisper and 

chillier than Dunedin weather. So pack clothes as you would for Dunedin with 

perhaps a few more layers. You may get sunshine on the odd occasion, but don’t 

be deceived, this is still very cold. Ultimately, the weather is cold, but bearable. 

Places to Visit:  

Norwich is much like Dunedin in that it is a city that revolves around students. As 

such, most of the places revolve around student attractions i.e. the nightclubs. 

However, the main places to visit are student nightclubs. However, there is a 

cathedral in the very centre of town and many others all across Norwich down 

back alleys and places you might not think a cathedral would, or should be. 

However, if you are like me who favours small rural times, Norwich has several 

small villages that you must visit. Ultimately, try as much as you can to get out to 

small regional centres through travel. My number one tip for Norwich and UEA 

would be to join a club or a sports team. I joined volleyball, rugby and touch. 

Rugby was my main go to as they were the notorious partiers of the campus. Not 



only that, the varsity rugby team also provided me with a means to travel to 

regional villages, travelling across the region for matches. You also get to meet 

heaps of good people and make a lot of mates in the process. I loved every 

moment I had with the rugby team at UEA and joining their team was probably 

the best decision I had made while I was abroad.  

 



 


