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Due to the combination of papers I was required to take while I was on exchange, I was 

very limited in the universities and cities I could go to. But this did not matter whatsoever 

as Glasgow was an awesome time! It is an incredibly lively and friendly city. The buskers 

on the streets and awesome street art just add to the fun city vibe. Although it does rain (a 

lot), it just becomes a way of life which everyone learns fairly fast not to be phased by. Just 

make sure you have a good rain jacket as umbrellas never last very long around here.  

 

The university is right in the middle of town and in walking distance to everything that you 

need like supermarkets, shopping, pubs, university gym and the subway station to get to 

the West End. Most of the campus is in the same place but definitely has less of a student 

feel than Otago as it is in town but with more of a focus on independent study you do not 

spend much time there. I had a maximum of 9 hours class each week for 3 papers 

(equivalent to 4 in Otago) which gave me plenty of time to explore the city, the West End 

and surrounding areas. 

 

 
 

Course work 

I completed my LLB whilst on exchange and took two third year law classes (Housing Law; 

Law, Film and Popular Culture) and one second year history class. This counted as four 

papers at Otago. All classes had a maximum of 3 hours a week with two hours of lectures 

and a tutorial. I think it was expected that more work was to be completed outside of 

classes, but as they were fairly straight forward not a lot of extra work was required. I 

found Otago University a lot more demanding in law. Strathclyde were very 

accommodating for exchange students and, although the semester 1 exam period is in 

January after the Christmas Break, they would often upon requests allow exchange 

students to submit extra assignments to complete their course work before Christmas. This 

was mainly for American and other European students who had the second semester of 



their home university starting in January. There was a 40% pass mark which was easily 

attainable but the standard of the university is to make it difficult get higher than 80%. 

 

Weather 

When it is sunny in Glasgow it is absolutely beautiful, however this usually only occurs 

between days of constant rain, so it is best to make the most of it. A good raincoat is a very 

good investment as umbrellas tend not to last very long in the wind. For the first time in 3 

years in snowed in Glasgow while I was there so it is very cold for a lot of the exchange 

(between 0-10 degrees). I would definitely advise having multiple scarves as very often 

you end up wearing the same winter coat and jeans everywhere. So at least this way your 

photos don’t look like you covered all your travels in one day. 

 

Accommodation 

I lived in Birkbeck Court, part of the student village on campus. This is the hall that all 

Otago Uni exchange students had previously said they were in. They are 6 bedroom flats 

with a shared kitchen with 4 flats to each block. The blocks tend to be separated up 

between international students and first years. It's a great way to initially meet the other 

exchange students. This was £1600 ($3200) for one semester. Most of my friends that I 

made were in Murray Hall. I preferred the set up of this hall as they were still all 

international students on each floor with shared kitchens but it was more similar to the 

Otago halls where there were around 20 people on each floor with big common rooms on 

each floor. I found this was more sociable but was an additional £100 as things such as 

toilet paper and kitchen products were provided (£1700). 

 

 
 

Eating and Nights Out 

Glasgow has great places to eat. They have a lot of delicious cafes and eateries to try out, 

although the coffee is not quite up to NZ standard. Many of them are in the West End, but a 

quick search online comes up with endless places to try out. Glasgow is also the home of 

the Indian Tikka Masala, therefore going out for a curry is a must do. The average meal out 

would be between 5-10 pounds which unfortunately is doubled for the NZ dollar. 

 

Students tend to go out Sunday through to Fridays as door charges can get very expensive 

on the weekends. Every night during the week you can find a bar that has drink deals with 

1 or 2 pound drinks or shots. The city clubs tend to be full of first and second year students. 



The West End is great if you want to go out for a few drinks and in an older and more 

chilled out but still really fun environment. This is where Glasgow University is based. 

 

 
 

Clubs/Societies/Sports Teams 

Outside of the halls, I found the best way to meet people, especially Scottish guys and girls, 

was by joining one of the hundreds of clubs and societies that Strathclyde offer. Scottish 

students are very good at finishing every outing with a drink or two at the local bars and 

are always down for a good time and a laugh.  

 

The International Society should be the first society to sign up for as every week they 

organise different bars around Glasgow for everyone to meet up at and put on fantastic day 

trips around Scotland so you can really experience the most of the country you have 

chosen to visit. We went on day trips to Stirling, Loch Ness and St Andrews. Another 

international society (ESN) also put on weekend trips away to Edinburgh, London and 

Amsterdam which usually have around 600 exchange students from different UK 

universities attending. 

 

 

 


