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Going on exchange was one of the best decisions I’ve made while at University. When I first handed 
in my application I was really excited but also fairly anxious about it, but it turns there really wasn’t 
anything to worry about and I had an absolutely amazing time. If you want to do some travel, make 
some new friends and see what Uni life is like overseas then definitely apply for exchange. 
 
Spending a semester in Glasgow was an amazing experience. I have nothing but good things to say 
about the city and it really became home to me and everyone I knew. Some people think Glasgow 
has a bit of a bad reputation but I spent most of my time in the city centre and the West End, and 
they are both really great areas. It was a great base to do lots of weekend travel from and the 
student life there is really good – Glasgow is a student city and so you can go out any night of the 
week and there’s lots of good bars, restaurants and cafes to go to. 
 
The University itself was really good. They have a large and well-respected business school and I did 
papers like International Business and Human Resources, which I thought were of a standard similar 
to Otago. The campus is right in the city centre so it’s incredibly easy to get around. Another thing I 
really liked about Strathclyde was the sports and clubs culture there – nearly everyone seems to be a 
member of at least one sports team or club and they are really well run, with lots of members and 
heaps of social activities. I joined the University Netball club and really enjoyed this – we had games 
on a Wednesday/Thursday indoors and the standard was really good. The girls who run the club are 
lovely and they make it a really social experience as there are socials, pub crawls, Christmas 
functions etc. Friends of mine also joined things like dance society, mountaineering, skiing and so on 
and everyone really enjoyed what they did.  
 
Accommodation 
 
I lived in Birkbeck Court which is one of the on campus accommodation options. Most people who 
live there are either first years or exchange students so it’s a great way to meet other people on 
exchange. My flatmates were from Canada, Germany, China and America - we became really close 
friends and I had so much fun living with them. Birkbeck isn’t particularly flash but it is very 
convenient as you are generally a 5 minute or less walk from class and a 10 minute walk from the 
main street in town. It’s also really warm and gets cleaned once a week. 
 
Money Matters 
 
Everyone gets their student loan living costs paid to them while on exchange and you also get a 
travel grant from Otago. Make sure you are organised about finding which scholarships you are 
eligible to apply for as well. Apart from this I would save up as much as you can – as soon as I applied 
for exchange I started saving. Birkbeck court was one of the cheaper options – it cost about 95 
pounds a week but this included power, internet and a weekly clean and you don’t have any 
transport costs. There are supermarkets like Aldi and Sainsbury’s nearby to do your shopping at and 
you can pick up your groceries rather cheaply, especially at Aldi. The main cost you’ll have is going 
out with friends and weekend trips and it is well worth saving up money before you go so that you 
can do these things. 
 
 
 
 



Academics/Course Load 
 
A full time course load at Strathclyde was 3 papers. I found the amount of work to do reasonable 
and I didn’t have that much class to go to which was great – all my papers only had 1 lecture a week 
and then a tutorial/workshop every week or 2. However it was mandatory that I attend my tutorials 
so keep this in mind when doing your timetable! The grading system is quite different, you only have 
to get 40 to pass and a 70 can be a really good mark – so remember not to worry if your marks look a 
lot different than they did at Otago. 
 
Weather 

I found the weather in Glasgow quite similar to Dunedin weather for the most part. In 

December/January it definitely got quite chilly but Birkbeck was centrally heated and so we were 

always nice and warm inside. I’d have a good coat, boots, scarf, hat and wool jumper – you can 

easily buy all these things once you get over there as the shopping in Glasgow is really good and 

there is so much choice.  

Eating 

You’ll see that everyone seems to drink Irn Bru – the number one soft drink in Scotland, and whisky 

is also way more popular over there. Try some haggis – there’s a nice pub right near the University 

called Ingram Wynd where you can get good haggis, and they also do a vegetarian version. Another 

thing you have to try is chips with curry/cheese/gravy – this is something my friends and I got on a 

regular basis and which I already miss. There is also healthy food in Glasgow – it has a really big 

vegan/vegetarian food scene and you should definitely check out Stereo, which is right in town. 

Indian food is also a really big thing – lots of restaurants will have signs up about certain curries 

having been invented in Glasgow. The Little Curry House and the Wee Curry Shop (different places, 

both in the West End) are both worth a try. Most of what you’ll get at the supermarket will be pretty 

similar to NZ but the one thing I really did miss is vogels, so if you do get a craving for it the Waitrose 

in the West End sells a vogels rip-off, which basically tastes the same. 

Things to do/Places to Visit 

There are heaps of great cafes, bars, restaurants and clubs in Glasgow so you will definitely be able 

to find something you like. The nightlife is well known as being really good there so even a Tuesday 

can be packed with people. You will probably hear about clubs like Shimmy and Kokomo soon after 

arriving but there are also great bars to visit like Sloans (the oldest bar in Glasgow but a really nice 

one), the Butterfly and the Pig, the Grosvenor and Vodka Wodka.  

Drinking tea is definitely very popular and so the Willow Tea Rooms are worth a visit for the 

“tearooms” experience. If you want good coffee I would try the west end – Kember & Jones and 

Avenue G are really cute cafes there. Also out in the West End you have to try Hillhead Bookclub 

which is a bar/restaurant/brunch place – it was one of my favourite places and it would be very sad 

to spend a semester in Glasgow without a visit. 

The University is right near the high street where there is really great shopping – there is everything 

from Topshop to Primark so if you enjoy shopping you’ll love it. I was there in December so there 

was also a Christmas market on which was a lot of fun to go to and they also open up ice skating 

rinks and rides during Christmas time. 

Right near the University is a very old cathedral and behind that the Necropolis - a beautiful 

cemetery which is a nice place to take a walk around and possibly see some squirrels!  



Go check out Glasgow University, which is in the West End and looks just like Hogwarts. Right nearby 

is Kelvingrove Park, which is really beautiful for a walk and there’s Kelvingrove museum nearby 

where you can learn some Scottish history, among other things. The West End is a really fantastic 

area where I spent a lot of days out with friends – it’s really easy to get to, just a few subway stops 

from Buchanan Street to Hillhead and there are cool shops and places to eat, and it’s generally a 

very fun area to explore, with some very beautiful buildings. 

Make sure to go to a ceilidh – it’s a sort of traditional Scottish dance that are actually a lot of fun 

even though none of the exchange students knew any of the dances. 

Travel 

I did lots of weekend trips and this is something that I would really recommend doing. Go to 

Edinburgh, it’s a great city to visit and only an hour bus or train ride away. Also nearby to Glasgow is 

a national parks area where there is hiking and a beautiful lake called Loch Lomond.  

You can catch a bus up to Inverness and see Loch Ness and from there you can go to the Isle of Skye, 

one of the most stunning places I’ve been. There’s also cheap flights with Ryanair between Dublin 

and Glasgow, and also London and Glasgow. Class finishes in December about a week before 

Christmas and then I had a break until my two exams in mid-January so I spent my break travelling 

through Spain which was so much fun, and I was also able to get a pretty cheap flight over there. 

After I finished up at University I did a tour through Italy, Switzerland and France and so I would 

recommend making the most of the time you have before you have to get back to NZ. 

I also did some day trips with Student Tours Scotland, they were really popular with the exchange 

students as they are good fun and a nice way to see Scotland (which really is a beautiful country) and 

all you have to do is like the Facebook page and you will be able to see what trips are on during the 

semester. 

Tips for future students 

Everyone worries about not making friends but as long as you are friendly you’ll be fine! There are 

things like the International Welcome Social and International Society pub nights where you can 

meet other people and joining a club is also a good way. If you live in Birkbeck you will have 5 other 

exchange students to hang out with straight away and make sure to get to know the other people in 

your block too.  

 

 

 


