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Administration 
 
Patience in this process is KEY as lines are a common occurrence. I would 
recommend to be extra prepared and have copies of every single important 
document so they can’t send you away again to join another queue. If you are 
wanting to apply for an accommodation allowance (CAF) make sure you have 
your birth certificate translated into French before you go to save you countless 
effort and time. Have multiple copies of your passport, a passport photo and 
carry them around with you wherever you go. Completing this process will make 
you a more patient person! 
 
Accommodation 
I was lucky enough to find a flat through my friend who was in Lyon on exchange 
the previous year. I have heard many stories about the difficulties of finding a 
flat. I would recommend trying to find a flat/apartment rather than a residential 
hall as I have heard the halls are not very sociable like Dunedin halls are. All my 
friends were in flats and loved it. I was in the centre of town and found it easy to 
bike to the shops, uni, the park and friends’ places. I would definitely try get onto 
finding accommodation early and use all the websites and facebook pages 
available ( www.lacartesdecolocs.fr, Erasmus and International Students Lyon 
Facebook page).  Rent ranges from 350-500 euros, however you may be eligible 
to get CAF (Government subsidy) on top of that.  
 
University 
I took my university papers in French as I thought this would be the best way to 
improve my French. It definitely allows you to hear the language for many hours 
a day as the lectures can be quite long. The minimum course load required me to 
take 7 papers. This seems a lot and it was a handful especially as the French tend 
to have more lecture hours a week than Otago, however on the plus side, they 
have less internal assignments.  I found everything easier once I managed to find 
the other exchange students in the class as we were all going through the same 
thing, but if you can, try makes friends with a French student in each class so you 
can find out about dates, maybe borrow notes if you are away. Luckily lectures 
aren’t compulsory, however tutorials are so if you are wanting some weekends 
away, plan your timetable in advance so you can have a day free to explore the 
delights of Lyon and the Rhone area.  
 
 
 
Transport 
The transport system in Lyon is really good and I would highly recommend 
making the most of the city bike system called ‘Velo’v’ which only costs 15 euros 
a year and there are plenty of bike stations around the city so its perfect once the 
metro has stopped at night and you need to get home. Also, in the colder months 

http://www.lacartesdecolocs.fr/


the metro system is really good and a monthly card is only 28 euros (+ 5 euros 
for the card) which you can use on the trams as well. I mainly biked in Lyon and 
it is very cycle friendly with bike lanes and bike paths and drivers are pretty 
cyclist friendly on the roads. 
 
Places to visit 
Lyon is a really artsy and cultural city and it is easy to explore. Make the most of 
the hot summer weather from September to the end of October and tick off all 
the amazing markets that Lyon has to offer, some weekdays, other weekends. My 
favourite markets were on a Sunday up in Croix-Rousse which was the largest 
market and then the food and book market along the Saone River.   
 
Must see’s are La Fourvière and the view that comes with it, Parc du tête-d’or , la 
Musée des Beaux Arts,  les Halles de Paul Bocuse (gourmet food markets), the 
traboules up in Croix Rousse and my favourite 2 cafés for a NZ cup of coffee 
which were Mokxa and Slika!  
 
If you are every feeling lonely or homesick, I suggest you make the most of 
Erasmus events and meeting up with people. My favourite nights were the 
spontaneous unplanned ones where I met lots of international people. Also 
always try speak in French first when in a supermarket, bank, university or 
meeting someone for the first time as people always are more friendly after you 
have made the effort to speak their language.  
 
Eating 
Lyon is considered the gastronomic capital of France and it lived up to its 
reputation. Each year Lyon puts out a eating guide book called Le Petit Paumé 
which is a great book telling you all about events and restaurants and nights out 
etc with all different price ranges. Each week my friend each week would choose 
a different café for lunch so we could discover new neighbourhoods and cuisines. 
Make sure you suss out your favourite local boulangerie and bars for une verre 
du vin. Make the most of dairy e.g. cheese and also wine and bread while they are 
locally made and plentiful in markets and supermarkets. Cafés and exploring 
new places was definitely a highlight for me while living in Lyon so I hope you 
can enjoy it as much as I did! 
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