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I spent the second semester of my fourth year at the University of Glasgow in 
Scotland, and I would highly recommend it as an exchange destination. Glasgow is 
the biggest city in Scotland, and has reinvented itself from a highly industrialised city 
to a thriving metropolis, recently playing host to the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 
The University is very old, very beautiful (‘Hogwarts’ is thrown about a lot), and has 
an excellent student culture, similar to that of Otago. Scotland is also an amazing 
country to explore, with amazing history, scenery and a delightful (if a little hard to 
understand) accent. If you’re looking for somewhere different, but not too different 
to Otago, the University of Glasgow may float your boat.  

Academic Matters  

In terms of course work, I took four 10-point psychology papers and one 20-point 
politics paper. The normal course load for a semester is 60 points. The politics paper 
was a second year paper and had quite a bit of compulsory reading and tutorials, 
whilst the psychology papers were third and fourth year papers and had minimal 
extra work required. Many of the papers are officially assessed in the April-May 
(their second semester) exam session, even if the paper is taught in the first 
semester. This doesn’t really matter if you’re only there for the first semester, as 
most papers offer an alternative examination (generally an essay) to do before you 
leave. All in all, I found the course work similar, if not a bit easier, than Otago’s 
course work. I had only one assignment for the entire semester, which was good as I 
then had plenty of time for other activities, but did make for a slightly crammed 
exam session at the end.  

I would recommend, if you can, to do all your core papers for your degree at Otago 
and do the extra random ones on exchange. I needed to do certain papers on 
exchange to complete my degree which meant that trying to get into papers was a 
bit stressful and I couldn’t take advantage of any of the unique Scottish-centred 
papers on offer. 

There is also no mid-semester break in the first semester like we have at Otago; the 
semester goes for ten weeks straight with two weeks at the end for exams. This is a 
bit annoying if, like me, you planned on travelling in this time! 

Accommodation  

I applied for university accommodation before leaving for Glasgow and ended up 
staying at the Kelvinhaugh Street residences. My flat was mixed, with two boys, two 
girls and myself. Two were full-time students (from Ireland and Singapore) and two 
were exchange students like me (from Brazil and the US). Unfortunately, we did not 
become the best of friends, but the living situation was bearable and it encouraged 
me to get out and make friends elsewhere. The hall was pretty quiet, and there 
weren’t many opportunities to meet the people in other flats (bar knocking on their 
door and introducing yourself), so it was more like an apartment building, less like 
the traditional Otago Halls of Residence. Having said that,  Kelvinhaugh was 



conveniently located to the University, around a 15-minute walk (ten if you’re late 
for class). Morano Student Village is another residence which many exchange 
students and first year domestic students stay at, and appeared a lot more social 
than Kelvinhaugh. It is, however, quite a hike from the university. Other options are 
to find a private hall (Unite Students seemed to have a few) or rent a room in a flat. I 
heard mixed things about flats; some exchange students had trouble getting one, 
but there was also many people advertising rooms on MyGlasgow (like Blackboard), 
so if you’re willing to wing it until you get to Glasgow, flatting might be a cheaper 
option.  

If you stay at the university accommodation, you also get free membership to the 
gym, which also includes a pool and exercise classes. 

Money  

Currently, the exchange rate of British Pounds to New Zealand Dollars is about 1:2, 
so £1 is the equivalent of $2. This meant it was pretty easy to convert prices, as I 
would just double the price to find the New Zealand equivalent.  

I tended to spent quite a bit more per week than I would in Dunedin. The university 
accommodation is pretty expensive, at around £110 a week ($220 NZD), which gets 
you a room in the flat, power, water and internet. Clothes washing facilities are 
additional (about £2 for a wash and £1 a dry), which was rather annoying. Food in 
the supermarket was fairly comparable to New Zealand prices, whilst eating out at a 
restaurant was (I thought) quite expensive. Going out can also more expensive than 
in NZ, as most clubs have a cover charge, which can be up around £5-7 ($10-15). 
However, you can still get Student Loan (and probably Allowance) whilst abroad, and 
$1000 towards travel from Otago, so it is manageable. I would try to budget on the 
generous side, so that you don’t get caught short or have to miss out on something 
you want to do. 

I decided to get a UK bank account when I arrived. This made things like paying rent 
a lot easier and meant I didn’t need to carry cash all the time as I got a VISA Debit 
card with the account. I went with Santander and got an International Student 
Account. It was really easy and straightforward, I only needed to bring my passport 
and a letter confirming student status from the University (which you can print 
yourself). However, make sure you close the account before you leave the UK; I 
didn’t and then had to fax all this information to them which was mildly 
inconvenient. I also had a CashPassport, which is a MasterCard that you can load 
multiple currencies on. It was generally free to get cash out at ATMs so was good 
initially and for travel around Europe.  

Transport and Travel 

The University is situated in the West End of Glasgow, with the city centre around a 
half hour walk away. There are good public transport options however, with a train, 
tube/subway and buses. There was a train station located close to Kelvinhaugh 
Street (at Exhibition Centre), with a return trip to the city centre costing about £1.60. 
The subway goes in a loop around the city, and there are a couple of stations in the 



West End near the Uni. Taxis aren’t too expensive either; a taxi to Glasgow 
International Airport can be around £12.  

Glasgow is really well situated for travel to other parts of Scotland/the UK and 
Europe. Edinburgh is only about an hour away and there are three international 
airports located within an hour of Glasgow (Glasgow International, Prestwick and 
Edinburgh). Buses tend to be a cheaper form of transport (look at megabus.com), 
but trains are tend to be quicker (thetrainline.com is handy for booking in advance). 
Ryanair and EasyJet offer cheap flights to various destinations, such as Glasgow to 
Dublin for £10 one way (which I did for a weekend, highly recommend!). 

International Students UK (ISUK) also offers lots of tours around Scotland and 
England in the weekends, which can be an good way to see the country and have 
some travel companions. I went on a couple of trips, including a weekend trip to the 
Isle of Skye, which was a really amazing place and going on the trip was a much 
easier way of getting there. Scotland is a beautiful country, with scenery similar to 
that of NZ but with the added bonus of buildings and castles dating back hundreds of 
years; I would definitely recommend seeing as much of it as you can.  

Weather 

As you’ve probably been warned, Glasgow can be very cold and rainy. In my first few 
weeks it was warm and sunny, but this was not to last. It did get very cold towards 
the end of the semester, and started getting dark around 3pm. Definitely bring your 
warm clothes and invest in some waterproof shoes! However, overall, it wasn’t too 
much worse than Dunedin can be, and the wintery weather brought with it the 
added bonus of Christmas – definitely hit up a Christmas market or two!  

Other Stuff 

I would highly recommend getting involved at the university; there are many clubs 
and teams on offer, all of which seemed very welcoming to newcomers and 
beginners. I joined the Swimming and Water Polo Club and managed to get on the 
girls’ water polo team (they were pretty low on players). This was a great way to 
meet some domestic students and it was really cool being able to represent the 
university at something! There was a decent amount of training involved but it was 
also really social, as many of the clubs seemed to be, with many club/team nights 
after trainings or matches. It was definitely a highlight of my time in Glasgow, with 
the added bonus of the team managing an undefeated semester! 

Visa  

If you’re only going to the UK for a semester, you don’t need to apply for a visa 
before going, you can just get a Student Visitor visa at the airport when you arrive. 
However, you cannot work or even volunteer on the Student Visitor visa, so if you’re 
wanting to do that, you need to apply for a Tier 4 visa before you leave.  

I wouldn’t recommend going to the UK via Dublin (or any other Irish Airport) – it’s 
not a part of the UK (as you probably know) so you won’t get a UK visa, and when 



you do enter the UK from Ireland, there’s no immigration to go through so you can’t 
get it then either.  

Things to Do/See  

 Check out the Kelvingrove Museum and Art Gallery 

 Visit the Hunterian Museum (in the University) 

 Walk along the River Clyde to the Glasgow Green  

 Go to a concert at the Hydro  

 Hit up Buchanan Street (main shopping street) 

 Check out Voltaire & Rousseau (second-hand bookshop) 

 Go to Viper (great/ridiculously packed club close to uni) 

 Tour a whisky distillery and try some of the nation’s finest  

 Explore the Necropolis and Glasgow Cathedral  

 Eat some Indian food (Glasgow’s speciality) 

 Ashton Lane, very pretty at night  

 Visit a Christmas Market  

If you’re thinking about going on exchange, definitely go for it! You don’t need to be 
the coolest or most confident cat on the block, all you need is an open mind and a 
willingness to try. No matter where you go, you are pretty much guaranteed to have 
the most exciting, challenging and best semester of your university life! However, I 
would definitely recommend going to the University of Glasgow; I had an amazing 
semester there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


