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I fell in love with Scotland a couple years ago, while I was travelling around Europe with my 
family. I picked Glasgow over Edinburgh, as it appeared to have a lot more going on, especially 
in the music scene. Glasgow is where you live; Edinburgh is where you visit. I loved every 
minute of the exchange. There was so much to see and do, the worst bit was deciding what I 
would have to miss out on. 
 
The City 
 Glasgow is an amazing city. There is always something happening! It is a very cultural 
city. There are plenty of museums and galleries to check out. There’s a strong vintage and 
alternative scene. Glasgow is rated second to London for shopping in the UK. There’s great 
nightlife, most clubs are open every night. Make sure you get to at least one concert or gig. 
There are plenty of really good venues, which attract all sorts of artists. Glasgow is a very green 
city with over 90 parks, which look beautiful amongst the Scottish buildings. Overall I found the 
locals very friendly and helpful, even if you struggle to understand them and vice versa. 
 
University 
 The university is stunning! It looks very much like Hogwarts. The campus isn’t too hard 
to navigate. The buildings are clearly labeled, but it can be a maze finding the right room inside. 
But you get the hang of it in a couple weeks. It is in a great location, very easy to get to, and the 
clock tower is an obvious landmark to navigate towards. The university is by Byers road, a 
main shopping road in the Westend, which has a subway station, supermarket, and plenty of 
cafes and vintage stores on it. The library is open from 7am to 2am. The 12 floors include 
plenty of books and study spaces, a café on the third floor, and even electric pianos with 
headphones for music students. There are a lot of desktop computers, but on several occasions 
I struggled to find a free one around noon. Charging points for your laptop are difficult to find. 
The library starts to get busy from the second week onwards. 
 
Classes 

I took four fourth year psychology papers and one 1st archaeology paper. 
 I chose ‘level three’ fourth year papers over the third year papers, as the topics offered were 
new to me and appeared more interesting. Each 4th year psych paper had one two hour lecture 
a week, for five weeks (half the semester). The papers required a lot of self-guided study. The 
local students were quite competitive as it’s their equivalent of honors year. The first and 
second year psychology papers appeared similar to Otago; one big class that covered several 
topics. The Scottish Archaeology paper was really interesting, it providing Scottish history and 
basic archaeology concepts. It included a field trip to several archaeological sites, and we got to 
see more of the Scottish countryside on the way.  
 
Internal Assessments 

Internal assessments for Scottish Archaeology included two worksheets and an essay. 
Most of the psychology papers didn’t have any internal assessments. Sleep and Circadian 
Timings had a 30% group presentation and essay.  
 
Exams 

The benefit of studying for a full year, September to May, is that your exams will be 
‘normal’.  Archaeology and two psych papers had their exams in December. Both psych papers 



consisted of a one hour exam in which you write one essay, from a choice of three questions, 
worth 100% of your grade. My other two psych papers had their exams scheduled for the May 
exam diet, so I had an ‘Alternative Assessment’. Alternative assessments are usually a special 
exam within the December exam period, however this year we had to write an essay instead. 
Each essay was a max of 2500 words, and due on the last day of exams. We were informed of 
the alternative assessment and given the essay questions only a month before it was due. They 
were worth 100% of the grade and I hadn’t received feedback of what the marker was wanting. 
I found it very difficult to focus on exam preparation, and essay research and writing at the 
same time.  

 
Accommodation 
 I stayed at Kelvinhaugh Street Accommodation. It is a self-catered, flatting-style of hall, 
which is run by Cairncross. You stay in flats of five people, but there are a few three-person 
flats. You are provided with bedding, but you have to buy pots and pans, cutlery, plates, coat 
hangers, bath mat, and cleaning products. I was lucky, as my flat happened to have plenty of 
cutlery and pots in it when I arrived.  
 
People 
 Everyone I met who were staying at Kelvinhaugh Street were international students on 
exchange. I became close friends with my flatmates and neighbors, and spent most of my time 
with them. I had read that Kelvinhaugh Street was for students in their second year or above. I 
didn’t fancy living with freshers, and therefore chose Kelvinhaugh. There were still plenty of 
people to party with, and there were a couple big block parties in the time I was there. 
 
Location 
 The location is ideal. About a 15 minute walk to campus, < 30 minute walk to the city 
center, and a 5 minute walk to the nearest over ground train station. Within a block is a 
Sainsbury’s Local, Tesco Local, Organic foods store ‘Roots’, and many pubs and restaurants. 
‘The 78’, a fantastic vegan restaurant/pub is just across the road (and they do student 
discount). A big Morrisons supermarket, which is cheaper with a larger range, is a 15-minute 
walk away and the next station on the train. 
 
Issues 
 I was disappointed with how the accommodation was run. When I arrived at the 
accommodation I was pointed towards the Cairncross office. At which, I was given an envelope 
with my address and key. The staff just pointed in the general direction to head and did not 
explain where each block was or how to use the key to get in. The bathroom and kitchen hadn’t 
been cleaned before my flatmates and I moved in. For example, the shower curtain was moldy, 
but it was replaced a day after we complained. We reported a broken element on our stovetop 
in our second week in September, and it was not fully repaired until the start of December.  
 
Although Kelvinhaugh Street was not of the standard I was use to with Otago University 
accommodation, I still think it is a good place to stay. The location is fantastic. Murano and 
Queen Margaret are really far away. Cairncross (which is across the road) works like a hall at 
Otago, so it might be harder to meet people and is mostly first year students. I considered 
flatting but decided against it, as you would have to buy bedding and cookery. If you do choose 
to go flatting I suggest you find the flat once you get to Glasgow. A friend of mine paid bond for 
her flat and when she got to Glasgow she found that the address didn’t exist. If I was on 
exchange for a full year I would stay in university accommodation for the first semester, then 
move to a flat for the second. So you can meet people and get to know the area, then save costs. 
 
 



Transport 
 Like many big cities, there are plenty of public transport options for getting around 
Glasgow. The Subway literally goes in a circle. It is an easy way to get into the city center from 
uni, or out the O2 Academy for concerts. It costs £1.60 one-way and £3 return. The trains are 
quite frequent and cheaper than the subway (about £1.50 from the Westend to Town return). 
There are frequent trains to Edinburgh and through out Scotland. Bus requires you have to 
have the correct change. I looked into the timetable and route maps, but decided it was easier 
to just walk or train. Taxis are not too expensive, especially if you share the fare. It costs about 
£6 to get from Kelvinhaugh Street to the city center. 
 
Costs 
 Staying at university accommodation is about the same price as at Otago. However, most 
accommodation is self-catered so you get less for the same price. It is expensive, but the hassle 
and risks of finding and setting up a flat may be worse.  The cost of food is similar to New 
Zealand. Some items, such as free-range eggs, berries, and milk, are cheaper. Alcohol is 
generally cheaper, especially at the supermarkets. Iceland, Morrisons, and Lidl are cheap 
grocery stores. Eating out can be expensive, but there are cheaper places. Pubs are usually not 
too pricey. Going out is more expensive than in Dunedin as most venues charge an entrance fee, 
usually £3, sometimes £5 on Saturdays. However, buying drinks in the clubs and bars is 
cheaper. To keep costs down shop at Poundland! Everything in the store is £1 ($2) or 
sometimes two for £1. They have everything, including: coat hangers, bathroom and kitchen 
cleaning products, light bulbs, make up, toiletries, CDs, plates and mugs, weightwatchers cereal 
bars, and a lot of candy and chocolate. 
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The time I had on exchange at Glasgow University is unbeatable. It was not always easy, but the 
people I met and the experiences we shared are unforgettable. 

Everyone should definitely do an exchange – and come to Glasgow! 


