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Arrival: 

I arrived to Glasgow on the 5th of September to start the exchange programme on the 7th – 

This was not the start of class however, it was the pre-orientation for International 

students. The following week was similar to O-Week at Otago Uni (except they call it 

‘Fresher’s Week’), there are preliminary lectures, events and the clubs and socs fair etc 

during Fresher’s Week. The week after that is when you start your actual classes.  

I would highly recommend arriving on time because the University puts on lots of 

international events during the first week and it is a great time to make friends and 

orientate yourself with the layout of the University before everyone arrives. ‘Fresher’s 

Week’ is great, they give out tons of fliers in the UK – so you get given them every couple of 

steps all around the Uni. But they can be very helpful to get information about student bars, 

food deals, gigs and sports teams etc.  

I would highly recommend going along to the Clubs and Soc’s day during fresher’s week, 

sports teams are one of the best ways to meet people and the clubs put on lots of social 

events. The tennis club was great – even if you have never picked up a racquet you can join 

and they have great socials. There are clubs and societies for everything you can think of, so 

definitely get involved! 

Accommodation: 

I was initially planning to try and find a flat when I arrived. This turned out to be much 

more difficult that I thought. I put this down to only being here for a semester, which is 

really only 4 months. I did eventually find a flat but I ended up leaving after 2 weeks 

because of a crazy Albanian flatmate – fortunately the University had a spare room in the 

student accommodation.  

This option is much more expensive, working out to be roughly $220 (NZ) a week. But it 

worked out well for me because I could just leave at the end of exams with no hassles. I 

found that the Halls in Glasgow (other friends on exchange in the UK have found the same) 

are not anywhere near as social as they are at Otago. The halls do not put on social or 

sporting events – however in saying that they are secure, clean, warm and a decent size.  

I found accommodation a bit tricky, if you are coming for a year I would recommend 

finding a flat. They are cheaper and tend to be more social. If you are coming for a semester 

I would recommend the student accommodation, Kelvinhaugh St was great for me, just for 

the ease and convenience factor. But if you do this you should make an effort to join lots of 

clubs and societies to get a good social group happening.  



Money: 

Exchange is expensive, but definitely worth every penny! I travelled for a couple of months 

before getting to Glasgow so I was quite poor when I arrived. But in terms of a budget per 

week, I spent 

 Accommodation: £106 (Including all bills etc)  

 Food:         £40 (including a few coffees and treats at Uni) 

Travel:         £5 (subway, bus etc.) 

This does not include going out (drinks, taxis etc) or any entertainment. My best piece of 

cost saving advice is to get into the habit of doing a weekly grocery shop at a big 

supermarket – like Morrison’s or Tesco’s.  

Transport: 

Glasgow has one of the oldest underground subways in the world. It is small and goes in a 

loop, making it very easy to use! The University of Glasgow is in the West End of Glasgow 

and the main centre of town is about a 30 min walk or 10 mins on the subway. The walk 

isn’t too bad so I did that when I had spare time on my hands.  

There are also buses which run all over the city – very regularly and later at night than the 

subway. They are 30p more but are also a good option for getting around. The 747 bus runs 

straight to the airport and is the cheapest way to get out there.  

Taxis in Glasgow are very reasonably priced – it was about £6 to get home from the centre 

of town at night. The University recommends that students always get the ‘Black cabs’. 

Aside from being an iconic British icon they have all the required safety mechanisms and 

are all registered for your safety!  

Weather: 

Glasgow is a colder version of Dunedin, with more rain. Much like Dunedin if you arrive in 

the summer you get tricked into thinking the long, beautiful days will last forever. However 

by the end of October it all changes. Bring or buy a raincoat with a hood, or an umbrella and 

definitely some water proof boots/shoes. Gumboots are completely acceptable/trendy and 

are super handy for avoiding frozen, wet feet. Also layer up, scarves, gloves and hats are all 

great – there is nothing worse than being cold! Sadly the sunlight also disappears, with the 

sun rising at about 9.30am and setting at about 3.30pm late November. So make the most 

of the sun when it’s up.  

Don’t let the weather put you off! British culture celebrates being cold and dark, they 

bundle down to the pub, look forward to Christmas and all of the festive season – it’s all 

part of the experience and you learn to embrace! 

 



Things and places to visit in the West End: 

1. Hillhead Book Club – great food (brunch/lunch/dinner), very cool location/set-up, 

with ping pong tables, and bingo nights it’s a great place to meet up and have a drink 

and they have great events. It’s on Villicombe St off Byres rd.  

2. The Glasgow Vintage Co. – A vintage clothing shop on Great Western Road. Great 

little place to visit, fun just to look and its surrounded by great cafes and other 

second hand shops.  

3. Peńa – 5 Eaton Lane. Delish £4 gourmet toasties and a coffee, cool décor – ideal for a 

lunch break because it’s nice and close to the Lib.  

4. The Grosvenor Cinema – cool little cinema on Aston Lane (down by Byres Rd), 

about £10 for a ticket and some treats. Such a neat little cinema and a great 

restaurant/bar on the top.  

5. Kelvingrove Park/River Walkway – enter the walkway from the park or through 

the Botanical gardens (also great for a stroll) if you need to escape from the 

city/Uni. Take some bread and feed the ducks, admire some squirrels, people watch 

Things to do while in Scotland: 

1. Visit the Highlands – We hired a van and went away for the weekend with all 

Kiwis. This was great and cost effective because there was a group of us. I spent 

about £100 all up. We had a hilarious night out in Inverness, dancing to live music in 

various pubs (Inverness has the reputation of being a bit like Palmerston North or 

maybe Invercargill in New Zealand). We went swimming in Lochness and walked 

around Ben Nevis. Literally just jump in a van and make it up as you go. Or 

alternatively the Uni puts on lots of trips like this for to various places in Scotland in 

the first half of the semester – which is great if you can’t get a group together! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Go to Edinburgh at least once – it’s a £11 return bus and is a really good weekend 

away. Climb Authur’s seat, visit the Castle, walk the Royal mile, there’s lots to do in 

Edinburgh. We went to watch an AB’s game there which I would highly recommend 

if they are playing.  

3. Visit Ireland – you can get return flights for ridicules prices, like £40 return –Dublin 

is a great city to visit, as is the rest of Ireland.  

4. Watch a football match – never have a seen such loyal supporters! Professional 

football started in Glasgow and they have matches on all the time.  

5. Take advantage of Museums and Castles - often they are free (Museums) or 

cheap. The castles usually have an entrance fee but generally worth it. Scotland has 

a rich history and taking tours in the Castles is a great way to learn all about it.  

Photos from our Highlands Trip  


