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My semester abroad at ESADE University in Barcelona was the best 6 months of 
my life, as clichéd as that sounds. Living in Barcelona was amazing; the city has 
such a cool vibe and is an awesome place to live. The food and drink are 
inexpensive, weather always good and FC Barcelona amazing to watch. I was 
fortunate to have a great group of guys and girls on my semester exchange so 
there were always people to go explore, party or travel with. During my 
exchange I fell in love with FC Barcelona and even managed to go to the 
Champions League Semi-Final at Camp Nou, which is an experience I will never 
forget. In my opinion Barcelona was the best city possible to study abroad in.  
 
Accommodation 
I lived in a three-person apartment with another student from Otago and one 
from Minnesota. We organized the apartment once we were in Barcelona and 
ended up using an agency, as it was much easier, despite the extra cost. Most 
people waited until they arrived to organize apartments however we found 
people formed groups to live with very quickly, within the first day or so! To 
start with, most people stayed in hostels while they met people and decided 
where and with whom to live with. The most popular hostels were the Generator 
and the Hipstel but this may change year to year. ESADE creates a Facebook page 
for all the exchange students before arrival and this was the main way people got 
to know what was happening before we got there. I lived in Gracia, which was a 
quiet local neighbourhood away from all of the tourists. However most people 
lived in Eixample or El Barrio Gotico, they found this quite noisy and hectic when 
summer and tourist season rolled around. ESADE is about a 25-minute train ride 
from the center of Barcelona in an area called St Cugat. It is actually about an 
hour commute once you add in walking and getting to the train etc. The 
commute is probably the biggest downside of ESADE but I would definitely 
recommend still living in central Barcelona, do not live out at ESADE in St Cugat 
as it is a very quiet small town and not much happens out there. 
 
Money 
I carried an Air New Zealand One Smart Travel Card with Euros loaded on and a 
Westpac Credit card and this worked in every country we visited. However Spain 
and most of Europe have a strong cash culture, so be prepared to always carry 
cash as a lot of places don’t take cards. Exchanging currency can be expensive 
but can also be done relatively cheaply if you try. I ate out most of the time 
because we decided we weren’t going to cook, our kitchen wasn’t great and we 
wanted to experience the local food.  Food at the supermarkets is very cheap and 
cooking at home can keep your costs down.  
For rent I paid 500 euros a month for my apartment, which included water, 
power, Internet, etc. which is pretty standard for most places in Barcelona. Other 
than that most of my money was spent on travel, food and drink.  
 
We did a lot of travelling during our 6 months in Europe. My group travelled to 
over 10 different countries and had an amazing time exploring the vast 



differences across Europe. Flights are well priced if you get in early on the 
Skyscanner website and splitting Airbnb apartments between 5 people or so 
makes accommodation pretty cheap as well.  
We also did several road trips through Spain. One to the south to Alicante, 
Granada, Malaga, Sevilla and Cordoba and one to the north to Bilbao and San 
Sebastian. These trips were very different to the other travel we did but were 
probably amongst some of the best adventures we had. Most of the other 
students on my exchange were from Canada and the US and had a real interest in 
travelling around Europe, which is great fun.  
 
Academics/Courses 
ESADE Courses are mostly case study based and while ESADE is ranked amongst 
the best business schools in Europe the Exchange program courses that I took 
were not very difficult. Most courses were internally assessed through group 
work and assignments. Only a few had final exams and those were relatively 
straightforward. Attendance also accounted for a percentage of the grade for 
most courses. Each week you would have one 3-hour class for each course, 
running for about 10 weeks, however all courses started at different times 
throughout the semester.  I never had class on a Monday and for the majority of 
the semester had Friday free as well, which left a lot of time to travel and 
explore. I mainly took Marketing, Sales and Management courses but the courses 
offered change each semester. I wanted to take some Economics and Finance 
papers but they were not offered the semester I was there. Other courses that 
people enjoyed included Spanish Recent History and Art and Culture. I didn’t 
take these but wish I had and would recommend signing up to them. Course 
times can be quite early and late, for example I had 9 am starts and 9.30pm 
finishes on some days.  
 
Transport and Weather 
Public Transport is very good in Barcelona. We all bought T-Jove 3 month passes 
for about 150 euros, which was the cheapest and easiest pass to buy and gets 
you on all buses, metros and even trains to the airport. Make sure you buy the 2-
zone pass because ESADE is outside of the inner city zone 1. Living close to a 
handy metro line is also key as metro is the main way we all got round during 
our semester. Verdaguer, Diagonal and Catalunya are metro spots I would 
recommend living close to. I was in Barcelona from January until June and the 
weather was good the whole time, it didn’t rain at all during my 6 months there. 
To start with it was relatively cold by Spanish standards (daily highs of 10-15 
degrees) but it got up to over 30 by the time I left in June.  
 
Restaurants/cafes that we enjoyed and went to often in Barcelona - Llamber, 
Lateral, Sensi Tapas, Milk, Brunch and Cake, Bo de B, La Flouta and George Payne 
for live sports. Nightclubs – Opium, Bling Bling, Sutton, La Fira  
 
 
 
 



 


