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I would 100 per cent recommend going to ESADE in Barcelona to anyone from Otago 
who is after a good time on exchange. 
 
Accommodation 
 
I would definitely recommend finding accommodation somewhere in the city, rather 
than out in Sant Cugat where ESADE is situated. Although it is a nice small town 
there is a lot less to see and do. Also, it is about 40 minute train ride into the city so 
it’s not viable to go out at night and expect to get home afterwards. Your exchange 
experience would be entirely different if you choose to live out where ESADE is 
located. 
 
Staying in Barcelona however, there is never a shortage of activities and everything 
is accessible from wherever you choose to live. I lived in Gracia just off a big 
beautiful boulevard called Passeig Sant Juan. The metro station is called Verdaguey. 
The area is very nice. It is away from the rush of tourists and relatively cheap, while 
also just a couple stops in any direction to the eating and drinking precincts.   
 
I lived in a 3 bedroom apartment with two other ESADE exchange students. It was 
completely furnished from beds, couches, TV etc. all the way down to kitchen 
appliances and utensils. This made life very easy and meant that we didn’t have to 
spend money on things that we would likely ditch at the end of the exchange.  
 
Some areas to consider are Gracia, El Born, Bario Gotico, Barceloneta, Eixample (in 
that order in my opinion)… But honestly, no matter how much research you do 
online before you arrive, it doesn’t get close to checking out places in the different 
areas once you get there and getting a feel for the neighbourhoods. 
 
Money  
 
How much you spend while abroad completely depends on how you decide to live 
your life on exchange. Barcelona can be very cheap, or relatively expensive – it’s 
completely your choice on what you spend your money on.  
 
Rents are relatively cheap. I was staying in a recently renovated 3 bedroom, 2 
bathroom, fully furnished apartment in an area that isn’t known to be overly cheap 
and I was paying as much as I was while flatting in Dunedin. What can trip you up are 
agency fees when finding a flat. Some agencies are worse than others but you can 
expect to pay a full month’s rent as an agency fee if you use their service. Before I 
arrived and for the initial stages of our flat hunt I was completely anti paying that fee 
and was intent on finding a flat independently. It was not easy. I got a good taste for 
what the Catalan culture is like by trying to deal directly with landlords fresh off the 
boat from NZ with zero Spanish knowledge. By the 7th day of living out of my 



suitcase in a hostel we decided to bite the bullet and use an agency and got into the 
flat I just described within 48 hours. 
 
Budgeting beyond the rent side of things is what can make your time in Barcelona 
cheap or expensive. While eating out is actually relatively cheap, just like anything, if 
you eat 3 meals out a day its going to add up quickly and eat away your savings. 
However, if you decide to make an effort cook your own food, food shopping is very 
cheap. Supermarkets range in prices and quality but I generally tended to get fresh 
produce from small market shops and meats from local butchers etc. It’s a little 
more expensive than supermarket shopping but much more authentic and better 
quality food. 
 
The biggest expense for me was definitely trips away whilst in Barcelona. My friends 
group and I took many weekend trips away which definitely adds up quickly. I 
wouldn’t change a thing however as I’m the type of person who would prefer to 
spend money on life experiences and seeing Europe over other options but its just 
worth keeping in mind when saving up.  
 
Just prepare yourself for the depressing exchange rate! Oh and definitely get 
yourself an Air NZ Onesmart card (or similar cash passport card). So much cheaper 
than transferring money overseas and you don’t need a Spanish bank account as you 
can use it like a regular Mastercard. 
 
Academics 
 
ESADE exchange programme is a lot easier than studying at ESADE as a full time BBA 
student in my opinion. I was completing my BCom when I went on exchange and 
while I appreciated hearing a different culture’s perspective on certain business 
areas the content of the classes I took was relatively straightforward in comparison 
to the content at Otago. That being said ESADE is one of the top business schools in 
Europe so it would be interesting to see what other former exchange students have 
written.  
 
Definitely take the Spanish recent history or Art and Culture class or both. As far as 
the uni work went a highlight for me was learning about Spain’s troubled past and 
Catalonia’s stance on independence. I took the Spanish language Intensive Course at 
the start of the semester (great way to meet fellow exchange students) and followed 
it up with a regular Spanish language class during the course of the semester. It 
definitely improved the quality of my exchange in Spain not having spoken a single 
word before I arrived. 
 
A word of advice for when picking papers - have a look at the start and end date of 
the course (some vary drastically) and also the times and days of the weekly 
lectures. I managed to pick the papers I needed to complete my degree and have 
Mondays and Fridays off (for travelling). It meant that my three days at uni each 
week were quite intensive e.g Wednesdays I was at ESADE from 9am to 9pm but for 



me it was worth it. NB – majority of classes have 80% attendance as a terms 
requirement. 
 
Overall the whole exchange in Barcelona was absolutely everything I hoped for and 
more. The food, drink and culture of the city are beyond comparison to NZ and I will 
definitely spend more of my adult life living there!!! Do it! 


