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General Overview 
 
If you reading this whilst considering whether or not to go on an exchange, my 
advice for you is this: go for it! If you choose to go the University of Edinburgh I 
can guarantee you will not be disappointed.  
 
Edinburgh is a city of about 500,000 people located in the beautiful country of 
Scotland. It really is one of the most amazing cities I’ve been to. It’s setting 
nestled under Arthurs Seat next to the Firth of Forth is stunning. It has amazing 
architecture: the medieval architecture of the Old Town with Edinburgh Castle 
looming overhead being a highlight. Add to this a vibrant student culture and a 
top ranked university and you can’t go wrong!  
 
Accommodation 
 
I organised my accommodation through the university and I would definitely 
recommend it. It takes all the hassle out of finding accommodation when you 
arrive as finding a flat can be difficult, particularly if you are there for one 
semester only. I stayed at Kincaid’s Court and thoroughly enjoyed it. It was 
perfectly located off Cowgate with uni being located 5 minutes walk away. Most 
of the university accommodation is conveniently located to both university and 
the city centre, however if you have classes in Kings Building (science students) 
it would pay to get accommodation south of the Meadows as the Kings Buildings 
are located far away (30 min walk from George Square).  
 
Most of the private flats are located in Marchmont near the Meadows and are a 
good option if you want to live with 2nd-4th year local students, rather than 1st 
year students at student accommodation.  
 
Cost of Living 
 
Generally speaking Edinburgh is a very expensive city to live, with rent being 
particularly expensive. Rent varies widely, both between student 
accommodation versus private accommodation, and in-between differing 
student accommodation. Although they take the hassle out of cooking, catered 
halls are much more expensive and from what I’ve heard the food isn’t any better 
than the food given at halls back at Otago. Non-Catered colleges start from 
around $3500 a semester, with catered colleges costing approximately $6000. 
 
Food is similarly priced to New Zealand, if not cheaper. In particular the Lidl 
supermarket, located a block from the law school on Nicholson St, is very cheap. 
However, eating out is significantly more expensive. Edinburgh does have a 
much greater range of cafes and restaurants than Dunedin, with restaurants 
selling food from all over the world. Teviot House on campus does good, cheap 
meals for around £3-4 and is a great place to socialize. 



Weather 
 
I found the climate overall to be relatively similar to Dunedin’s. Regardless of 
which semester you go, make sure you bring lots of warm clothes as it can snow 
in winter. The sky is grey a lot of the time, but you will see the sun (at least a 
couple of times) during your stay.  
 
Workload 
 
The University of Edinburgh is highly rated and as such the work produced by 
students is expected to be of a high standard. The positive side of this is the 
lecturers are outstanding and are often leaders in their respective fields. I found 
that, in my courses at least, there were very few contact hours with each of my 
courses consisting of one lecture per week and no tutorial. Although the time 
spent in university is very little, the lecturers expect you to make up for this by 
doing significant amounts of reading in between lectures. Lectures are often 
student lead, with the lecturer guiding the discussion, meaning that preparation 
before lectures is important.  
 
University Life 
 
While I was in Edinburgh I joined the University of Edinburgh Shinty Club, which 
I thoroughly enjoyed. Shinty is a sport unique to Scotland and could loosely be 
described as a combination of hockey and rugby. Whilst that may not be 
everyone’s cup of tea I would definitely recommend joining one of the many 
clubs and societies on offer at Edinburgh. There is a huge variety of different 
clubs and societies available, from whisky appreciation to quidditch, rugby to 
salsa dancing and joining one of these societies is a fantastic way to get to know 
both local students and other exchange students.  Hill walking is particularly 
popular with exchange students as you are taken to many beautiful spots in 
Scotland and beyond in the weekends. 
 
Edinburgh’s nightlife is outstanding, with a much larger variety of places to go 
than Dunedin. Many of the best student clubs are located on or near Cowgate, 
however, there are a few good (but more expensive) clubs in the New Town as 
well.  
 
Edinburgh 
 
The city of Edinburgh itself is busy and cosmopolitan with lots of different events 
and festivals occurring year round. Some particularly famous festivals are the 
Fringe in August and Hogmanay in the New Year, both of which are definitely 
worth hanging around for.  
 
There is no shortage of sites to see and do in Edinburgh. The Old Town with its 
narrow wynds and old stone buildings is beautiful and contrasts with the 
Georgian architecture and grid layout of the New Town. Visiting Edinburgh 
Castle is a must, as is climbing Arthurs Seat for an unbeatable view.  
 



Travel 
 
With airlines such as Ryan Air, EasyJet and Monarch, jetting around Europe is 
often easier and cheaper than getting around New Zealand! Flights to cities such 
as Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Berlin and Paris can be bought for as little as $50, 
making anywhere in Western Europe a real possibility for a weekend getaway.  
 
Whilst you are in Edinburgh I would highly recommend taking the time to 
explore Scotland.  The landscapes are surreal and the people are very friendly. 
There are a number of different companies that run day and weekend tours to 
sights such as Loch Lomond, St Andrews, Loch Ness and the Isle of Skye.  


