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I had such an amazing experience on my exchange and it is something which I would 

recommend to everyone! 

For my exchange I was living in Tuebingen, a lovely old university-town in Baden 

Württemberg in Germany. It lies on the Neckar River, and this part of town and the Altstadt 

(old town) are incredibly pretty. Tuebingen was a great place for me to improve my German, 

experience German culture and meet lots of exchange students from all over the world. 

Tuebingen is quite a small town (smaller than Dunedin) and this is great if you like quite a 

slow relaxing lifestyle, but maybe it’s not for you if you are looking for something a little 

more cosmopolitan or fast paced. However, despite the fact that it is small, Tuebingen still 

has a lot going on most of the time because of the large population of students and 

exchange students. 

Accommodation 

The easiest way to find accommodation in Tuebingen is through the Studentenwerk. You 

just have to fill out an application form on their website and then you should be offered a 

place in a Wohnheim. A Wohnheim is like a dormitory and you might be put in a room that 

is in a flat with around 5 other people, or you could be on a floor with 10 or so other people 

with whom you share a kitchen. The rooms are furnished and there is also the option to 

choose a room with your own bathroom. On the application you can also give a preference 

of where you would like to live. There are Wohnheims in different locations around the 

town. I lived in WHO (Waldhäuser Ost), an area with over 20 Wohnheims on a hill above 

town near a little bit of forest. This is also where most other exchange students lived. I don’t 

know much about the other Wohnheims, but I found WHO a very convenient place to live. It 

is about 10 minutes away from the uni/town centre by bus (5 different busses go there, so 

you never have to wait long for one) and maybe a 20-30 minute walk. There are 2 

supermarkets and 2 bakeries a 2 minute walk away and there is also a club/bar located in 

the middle of WHO: Kuckuck. Kuckuck is definitely nothing special, but is run for students by 

students and seemed to be the place to go, due to proximity and cheap drinks.  I found the 

rent for my room to be really affordable – I was paying 258 euros per month and that 

included power and internet. Although the room was a bit bland, it was warm, dry and had 

everything I needed.  

Academics 

When I first arrived in Tuebingen I attended a 3 week pre-semester course, which I 100% 

recommend. It is called the START course, you can apply for it online and it only costs 70 

euros. Attending this course was a great way to meet people when I first arrived in 

Tuebingen. I met almost all my friends in this course and we continued to hang out together 



for the whole semester. The course is not only a good way to practice your German before 

the semester begins, but the tutors will also help you with all the bureaucracy and 

matriculation you have to do when you first arrive. Taking the START course is also really 

useful if you want to take Deutsch als Fremdsprache (German as a Foreign Language) 

courses at the Uni or need to because you are studying German as part of your degree. This 

is because places in these courses are very limited and I knew a lot of people who didn’t 

manage to get into any courses at all. But if you take the START course you are given first 

choice on all these courses, which means you will basically get into any course you would 

like to take. 

Regarding the courses I took during the semester I found the whole enrolment process very 

confusing. You will probably have some vague idea of what papers you want/need to take 

from filling out the learning agreement. However there is no guarantee that these papers 

will be offered in the semester you are there, so you need to be flexible. The best thing to 

do is to get on to choosing papers as early as you can once you get there, as there may also 

be limited spaces in some of these papers. The system is very confusing as there are several 

different types of courses – Proseminar, Hauptseminar, Vorlesung, Übungen (but this 

distinction doesn’t really matter) - and also all the courses are worth a different amount of 

points usually from 2-9ECTS, there is often also not a lot of info about the courses on the uni 

website.  

Basically the best way to go about the whole thing would be to look around the Campus site 

(once you get your log in) and find courses which you are interested in and if you need more 

information about the course you can email the lecturer, whose information will hopefully 

be provided. And then once you find courses that you give you enough ECTS points and fit 

into your timetable then you can enrol in them by just emailing the lecturer. And of course 

make sure to get all the courses you take approved on your learning agreement. 

I enjoyed most of the courses I took in Tuebingen, and all of the course loads were quite 

light compared to courses at Otago, this was especially true of the classes I took in English. I 

took 3 DAF (Deutsch als Fremdsprache) classes and 3 Linguistic classes taught in English. 

There are quite a lot of classes in English offered in Tuebingen but I’m not sure if they offer 

them for every department. 

Transportation and Travel 

Tuebingen is a very easy place to get around because it is small and has a good bus system. 

A good idea is to buy the semester ticket, which allows you to travel on busses that go in 

and around Tuebingen and also a certain distance away by train. It costs around 80 euros 

which seems quite expensive but is worth it even if you don’t use the busses every day, as 

buying individual tickets (3 or 4 euro each I think) would really add up quickly. Unfortunately 

the semester ticket is only valid from April to September which isn’t useful if you arrive at 

the start of March. Because of this I also bought a month ticket for March when I arrived 

which cost 34euro.  

Tuebingen is in a really good location for travelling around Germany and Europe. Some 

great places for day trips are Heidelberg, Ulm (highest Cathedral tower in the world), Burg 



Hohenzollern, Freiburg, Karlsruhe, Schloss Lichtenstein, and Zurich (in Switzerland). I also 

took a few longer trips during the semester – to Strasbourg (in France), Berlin (quite far 

away - 7 hours with the train but worth it), to Bonn and Cologne (on a field trip for a 

German History paper I took) and to Munich. 

I lot of the trips that I took were organised by a group for exchange students called StudIT. I 

would really recommend getting involved with some of the activities that they organise, all 

the trips were really reasonably priced and were a great way to meet new people. They also 

have a fortnightly Stammtisch and held a lot of other fun activities during O-week.  

Travelling was usually not expensive as I thought it would be especially if I went in a group. 

Some tips are, book in advance, take advantage of the Baden Württemberg ticket (25 euro 

and then 5 euro for every additional person - up to 5 people I think - for trains and local 

transport for the whole day anywhere in Baden Württemberg), and Mein Fern Bus and Dein 

Bus both have really cheap fares.  

Of course there are also quite a few things to see in Tuebingen, I recommend visiting the 

city castle (there is also a museum inside which is quite interesting), one of the churches in 

the Altstadt has a tower you can climb, which gives a great view of the city. Some nice 

places to walk around are, the old botanic garden, the new botanic garden and the Neckar 

Island. There is also an old Monastery at Bebenhausen, which is within walking distance. 

And the outdoor pool (Freibad) is great in summer. 

Also make sure to go on a Stocherkahn (punt) on the Neckar at least once, it is just lovely 

and relaxing. I also 100% recommend attending a Frühlingsfest (or an Oktoberfest – 

depending on which semester you are there) – I went to one in Munich and one in Stuttgart, 

they were both great fun and very typically German.  

 

Food and Money 

I found that most things in Germany, especially groceries were very reasonably priced, more 

so than in NZ. I really couldn’t say how much money I spent overall during my stay. The 

biggest expense is of course the flights and travel insurance. I bought this through STA 

travel, who were very helpful. The flights were about $2700 altogether I believe (but I did 

book them quite late) the travel insurance was $900. My everyday costs were around the 

same if not cheaper than they are in Dunedin (I barely ate out), and then you just have to 

factor in any travel you want to do before, during or after your exchange. 

Things to remember: Not many places in Germany will take cards, so it’s good to have cash 

on you at all times.  Almost all shops are closed on Sundays. And when you first arrive the 

best place to go to buy all the bits and pieces you may need is Kaufland (a bit like the 

warehouse and also sells a lot of food).  

I hope this report has been of help to anyone considering going to Tuebingen. I wish you all 

the best for your exchange wherever you may end up going. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


