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Like every other exchange report you will read, I’m going to start out by saying 

that a semester on exchange is life changing! It will be the best semester that you 

will ever have at University. It definitely was for me! Even if you have only 

thought about going on an exchange semester in passing, then your decision 

should already be made. DO IT! An exchange semester is the perfect thing to do 

to change up university life, which can sometimes be monotonous. I had an 

awesome time at Tübingen Universität and I know that if you choose to study 

there, you will too.  

 

 

I arrived in Tübingen half way through February in order to get some more 

German under my belt before the real semester started. I did a two-week 

intensive German course in Tübingen and then I started the Kompakt Kurs. The 

University offers the Kompakt Kurs and I highly recommend taking it. It is very 

expensive (around 795 Euros) but it was definitely worth it. I went over with 

almost no German language ability. I had previously completed a month German 

intensive course in Berlin and then the two week private course but that was no 

way near enough to get me conversant, in fact as a first time language learner 

these courses were mind boggling. The Kompakt Kurs is 5 weeks long with 

around five hours of contact time per day. It includes a week excursion to 

another nearby town as well. There are three different levels and I managed to 

get into the second level based on an entrance test. During the course I made 

friends that I hung out with for the rest of the semester. I cant imagine what it 

would have been like without doing this course, it would have been a lot harder 

to make friends. The up side is that you are all learning German and can practice 

it with each other in a more easy going environment, the down side is that you 

end up speaking a lot of English during the semester because all the Exchange 



 

semester students are a lot more comfortable speaking English. Its easy to enter 

the exchange student “bubble” and only hang out with exchange students, but 

the decision is up to you.  

 

 

Another course you can do before the real semester starts is called the “Start 

Kurs” it is less intensive, lasts three weeks but only costs around 80 Euro. I’ve 

heard that it’s not as good, but you meet a lot of people so this option is a lot 

more financially viable for most people. If these courses sound like you, you 

should email the coordinators and reserve a place as soon as possible because 

these courses are popular and places will go quickly. Also if you are not sure if 

you have good enough German, just try anyway because the lowest class isn’t 

that difficult, maybe start learning some before you go and you will be fine. 

Another benefit of taking these courses is that you get ECTS points. The Kompakt 

Kurs gave me 10 ECTS points and therefore during the semester I only needed to 

take 20 ECTS points worth of classes, which freed up a lot of time for travel and 

hanging out. 

 

 

I also signed up for the tandem partner and mentor programmes. My mentor was 

awesome and we met up and spoke a lot of German, which helped me improve a 

lot. My tandem partner I basically never saw during the semester and when I did, 

I couldn’t understand anything she said and she wouldn’t slow down her 

conversation speed, so we eventually stopped meeting up. I would recommend 

you get both tandem partner and a mentor though as it’s a bit of a mixed bag and 

you will probably be luckier than me. If you don’t like your partner you can 

always change as well. It really is invaluable contact time with the German 

Language. 

 

 

At University I took 2 German as a foreign language papers and two papers in 

English, one being cultural studies and the other being history of Hollywood 

Cinema.  Apart from the Aufbaukurs (which was 9 hours per week) the others 



 

were not too difficult in terms of workload. After the Kompakt Kurs and taking a 

few German language papers: AufBaukurs and Deutsch Aktuell, I went from 

effectively an A1 level to a B2 level in German. Although I feel more like a B1, I 

was taking B2 grammar classes at the University. The system for signing up to 

classes at the start of the year is a bit confusing but I suggest just going to a lot of 

classes at the start and seeing what ones suit you. Then just email the professors 

and ask what to do or see them in person or alternatively enquire at the 

department offices.  

 

 

There are a whole lot of things you have to do to register with the city, sort out 

accommodation documents and register with the university. I suggest you go and 

see Simone Hahne, who is the exchange student coordinator and ask her what to 

do and how to do it.  

 

 

Accommodation: I lived in WHO (WaldhäuserOst) and I would highly 

recommend it. Most of the exchange students lived there and most of my friends 

as well so it was really easy to meet up and hang out.  It is a bit different to the 

first year halls we are used to. They do not offer food options (you have to cook 

yourself) and the dorms are smaller and it is notoriously hard to build 

relationships with your co inhabitants, whether it’s the language barrier or 

otherwise, I have no idea. 

 

 

Travel- I spent 3 months before this exchange traveling around Europe so during 

the exchange I didn’t feel like I needed to travel too much, however I did manage 

to hit Prague, Budapest, Vienna, Stockholm, Bergen, Bratislava, Munich, Ulm, 

Stuttgart during the semester and probably some others that I just cant 

remember at the moment. From my travels I would highly recommend visiting 

Krakow in Poland. Krakow is super cheap and I mean SUPER cheap and if you 

are interested in German world war history there is Auschwitz nearby that is 

definitely worth a visit. Budapest is amazing as well. But you can’t really go 



 

wrong because all the places I visited were special and amazing in their own 

little way. 

 

 

In terms of budget, they say that around 600-700 Euros per month is enough to 

cover your exchange. That is including rent. I definitely spent a bit more because 

of travel and just not strictly adhering to budget, plus the Kompakt Kurs set me 

back a wee bit. 

 

Transportation was pretty easy in Tubingen, just by the semester ticket that 

costs something like 80 euro for the whole semester. One thing I regret is that I 

didn’t get a bike during the semester. A stupid mistake, it would have been 

awesome to bike around during the summer but I think I just got lost in the 

exchange student life and forgot about getting one until it was too late. There are 

second hand bike sales at the start of the semester and I hear they go for pretty 

cheap. 

 

 
Classic photo of Tuebingen’s architecture. 
 



 

 
 
 
 


