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The purpose of these student evaluations as I see it is twofold; firstly to try and convince you that the 

University of Glasgow (or the city, if you choose Strathclyde) is the best place to go and study, and 

secondly once you arrive to give you handy hints, tips and pointers from someone who has already lived 

there so your experience is as awesome as possible.   

Everyone says exchange is the best thing you can ever do whilst at University, and I can’t really fault that 

claim, and to go even further I would have to say I had the best 4 months of my life over in Glasgow. If 

you choose Glasgow, a lot of people will tell you to watch yourself whilst you are there because of the 

poor reputation Glasgow had. Glasgow has changed a lot, and in my opinion the reputation is 

unwarranted nowadays.  In saying this you have to stay street smart as you would in any city, Dunedin, 

Auckland or Australia. If you don’t get yourself into any awkward situations or aggravate anyone (avoid 

football (soccer) clothing and colours) you should be just fine. Around the university area (known as the 

West End) and the city is fine, and I never felt any more unsafe than I have in NZ or Australia. 

Travel 

The one thing I regret from my time away is not seeing more of Scotland, including the Highlands, and 

where my clan is from. I also would have liked to have seen more of the rest of the UK, like the south 

coast or the Lake District and the Moors, but we’ll catch that next time I hope. I focused on golf quite a 

bit when the work load wasn’t so great, and visited St Andrews 3 times, as well as Carnoustie and some 

spots in Ayrshire (south-west of Glasgow). I got to London for 4 days, but didn’t manage to get to Europe 

because of finances and the events in Paris that occurred.  

I booked all my flights and insurance through STA travel who have great student deals and the option to 

pay a little to start with and the rest a month before you leave. I flew Emirates out of Christchurch, 

through Sydney and Bangkok for fuel to Dubai and then a short 2 hour change in Dubai onto a direct 

flight to Glasgow. Etihad flies direct to Edinburgh I believe and there are countless options if you fly into 

London. I will say that flying direct makes it easier, especially if you haven’t flown long-haul before like 

me, if you do fly into another city I would recommend a few days in a hotel or something just so you can 

get your bearings slowly.  

The first major recommendation I would have is buy a 16-25 Railcard, you can do this online or at a 

major station with a ticket office (need to fill out form and bring passport), because you get 33% off all 

fares and the £30 investment soon pays off (I saved £50 on the Sleeper train to London alone). You may 

also want to get a Subway Smartcard as this saves you a few pence each time which soon adds up, 

especially since the card is free. You may also want to familiarise yourself with the bus concessions you 



can get (FirstBus is major operator), but watch out FirstBus only takes exact change. In London, a Visitors 

Oyster Card is fairly handy for the Tube and buses.  

Travelling to Edinburgh is easy so definitely do a few trips there, I preferred to go by train from Glasgow 

Queen St (services to Edinburgh and northern Scotland) to Edinburgh Waverly, which cost about £20 

return including public transport in Edinburgh for the day (PlusBus). Although, I will say that Edinburgh is 

a lot more touristy than Glasgow and hence is more expensive. Travelling by train in the UK is fairly easy 

as long as you do some research on ScotRail or National Rail websites.   

London is also an experience, although again fairly expensive. I travelled down by sleeper train which 

was quite good because it gives you a fresh start and another whole day down there. I would 

recommend planning what you would like to see prior to going (I didn’t fully and hence ran out of time) 

and plan how to get around, normally that will involve the Tube and the visitors Oyster card I mentioned 

above. Options for getting to London can include flights out of Glasgow, Prestwick or Edinburgh airports 

(see below) or trains direct to Euston from Glasgow Central or to King’s Cross via Edinburgh out of either 

Queen St or Central.  

Flying out of or within the UK they are really strict on how you are only allowed one carry-on luggage 

and it has to be within the size limit. Also check which airport, Glasgow Prestwick is means you will have 

to catch a train out towards there from Glasgow Central. Glasgow International has two bus services 

(one direct £7 including a bus to or from bus station, the other local stopping service £2) and Edinburgh 

Airport has tram, or train/bus links.  

Accommodation 

I went slightly unconvential and stayed at Wolfson Hall and would really recommend here. The only 

downside I would say is its distance to university (45 minute walk), and the city (60 minute walk), 

however a large Tesco supermarket was only 15 minutes walk down the main road. The accommodation 

was the most similar to the halls back at Otago, with the other university managed residences more like 

flatting. Wolfson is the most expensive, however you get a cooked breakfast every weekday, brunch in 

the weekends and 3 course dinners every night. The buildings don’t look all that attractive from the 

outside and some areas on the inside could do within a revamp, but it is warm and dry. The people at 

Wolfson are mostly vet students (Vet School is out at this campus), and the hall has quite an 

international feel because a lot of the vet students come from North America and other parts of the 

world. I was really lucky as I met a few other students (including a couple of exchange students) that 

went into main campus as well, however we all mixed well together (both vets and others) and went out 

to things as a group, it felt like a real family vibe. Wolfson is a great place, it has the University sports 

grounds and a gym on this site (saves having to go to the crowded main gym) and the Science Park with 

trees and everything gives a relaxed vibe. The common areas are great, with a couple of TV rooms, a 

main common foyer (with TV), and computer room as well as library/study area. Wolfson also has 

conference facilities throughout and a guest wing.  



I believe most the people in Kelvinhaugh Street residences are exchange students, and are put together. 

I ended up down there a few times with other exchange students from my classes doing revision or after 

a library session.  

Other options would entail finding a flat in the West End or in towards the city, and my advice for this 

would be to start looking early on MyGlasgow (Otago equivalent of Blackboard/EVision all in one, 

Blackboard known as Moodle over there) and the buy/sell/exchange forums on this.  

University of Glasgow – Classes and the system  

The university is very old and beautiful and very much like Otago. The university was originally situated 

in the city at the Cathedral and in the now city centre, before moving to its current site around the same 

time as Otago was founded, hence the similar architectural styles. Student culture is fairly similar, with 

the social side of life being at the forefront quite a lot. There are two student unions, historically based 

on male/female separation; Queen Margaret Union (QMU, female originally, now the arty union) and 

Glasgow University Union (GUU, male, sporty focus). I joined GUU (free) but it wasn’t really much use 

for me out at Wolfson. GUSA (Glasgow University Sports Association) looks after sports teams/clubs, 

whilst SRC (Student Representative Council) looks after the student politics.   

I didn’t find the lectures or course work to be more difficult than that of Otago, just a slightly different 

emphasis. Undergrad degrees are 4 years in general, hence Level 1 through to Level 4. Experience is 

recommended for Level 4 in particular. Level 5 is postgrad. 10pt papers are half semester papers (swap 

is at beginning of November) and 20's are obviously full semester. I had only one lecture a week for 

most of my papers, with a few labs across the semester and the odd tutorial class for assignments and 

exams. They do expect quite a bit of reading and thought to be put in during your own time which I 

thought I may struggle with, however once you get into it, it is quite interesting most of the time.  

After a while you will realise that Glasgow honestly has some of the worst systems around, however 

with some experience it is fairly simple and workable. I took a History class (HIST1022) for interest (and 

to make up my points) which was run especially for international exchange students, this involved 1 

lecture every 2nd week and just a single written essay for the class, no exam. I also took some honours 

4000 level (final year) geography classes in coastal, cartography and sediments. These all had one 2 hour 

lecture per week and the general format included an essay (or map for cartography) and then then final 

exam. Cartography actually had a lab every week as well on the computers doing various aspects of 

maps, but only a couple were formally assessed, others were just graded to give a progress indication. I 

also had the chance to do a postgrad paper (5000 level) as their system has surveying as a postgraduate 

subject, hence my undergrad experience was deemed acceptable; this wasn’t too hard either.  

I sat down with Geography and Earth Sciences (Geology) international course advice lady (Cristina 

Persano) and she took me through my options and helped fill out my points, so don’t worry too much if 

some stuff is still up in the air when you head over. Just get onto it early and email the appropriate 

subject adviser (I have a list of all the international course advisers from the different departments and 

will keep it and bring it back for future reference) with your Glasgow student email (otherwise it gets 

lost in the Junk box) 



Grading is difficult to explain as they don’t use the traditional American system like Otago. Instead they 

have an A1, A2, A3.... system which can have subtle variations between schools and colleges (like 

divisions at Otago). Some of mine also gave a percentage mark on Moodle (Blackboard), however it is 

safe to assume A’s are great!!  

When arriving, you will have an international orientation week, where the international department 

puts on different activities and information seminars for exchange students. This was helpful in most 

parts, especially the bus and walking tours to get your bearings early on as well as where I met a few of 

the other Kiwis from Auckland (by chance!). The Ceilidh (Scottish dance evening) is also quite a good 

event for a laugh!!   

Visa 

I went for the student visitor visa which allows you to stay for 6 months whilst you study (only useful for 

single semester exchanges). I would recommend doing this, and just get it on arrival into the UK at 

immigration, as long as you have the required paperwork with you (find on UK Govt. website 

https://www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa/overview). However, you may have trouble if you go into Europe 

and try to return, you will need to take your documents with you? The Tier 4 visa allows you to stay for 

longer (e.g. full year exchanges) and allows you to get a job. This visa has a substantial cost so a job may 

be need just to pay back this visa. It is also a lot more stress as you have to apply for it earlier, send your 

passport away for processing.  

Costs and Finances 

University accommodation was expensive, but so is university accommodation at Otago, however at 

Wolfson but at least you didn’t have to worry about anything really (just your lunch!). You have to pay a 

deposit for the accommodation before going, and then can set up payment system or just pay the 

balance.  

In general the UK is more expensive than NZ and things don’t match up with the exchange rates. For 

example, something that is $2 in NZ, you would assume would be like £1, however quite often it is 

actually just £2 anyway. My best piece of advice is DON’T TRY TO CURRENCY CONVERT EVERY SMALL 

ITEM, only just major items (for example, I bought a phone and suit whilst away). Just take things for 

what they are and accept the extra expense.  

Morrison’s, followed by Tesco and Sainsbury’s have a reputation as cheap supermarkets. M&S (Marks 

and Spencer) and Waitrose are more expensive.  Eating out I found a little expensive when you convert 

the money back into NZD but you can always find the pubs with lunch or dinner deals if you have a 

nosey around, more student oriented places near the university campuses (including Strathclyde) to eat 

at. Ashton Lane near the main campus is full of bars and restaurants, as well as Byers Road, Great 

Western and Woodlands Road, Dumbarton Road and Sauchiehall or Arygle Streets in Kelvingrove.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa/overview


I used a MasterCard Cash Passport that I got from STA travel and loaded money on in NZD. I then just 

transferred it directly in GBP, and the exchange rate was still worse than half when I was there however 

the amount is the locked in. The uploading process can take a few days, so plan ahead as much as 

possible. Also plan how much you have/want left at the end, I got it down to pretty much nothing but 

your card is still valid for a year afterwards with no transactions (then inactivity fees apply) or until it 

expires. The card acts like a credit card, although make sure you have your UK address on it not your NZ 

one as I did and then had to change it so that I could purchase stuff online.  

Also with StudyLink, I found it useful to get the living allowance on a regular basis just so that I always 

had some fall back financially. Also get the maximum amount or close to it because of the poor 

exchange rate which halves everything. It went into my NZ account where I saved up often a few weeks 

in a row, and then transferred it across reducing the transaction fees (only $1 I think).  

 

Even though there are short winter days (sunset at 3.30pm, only rose at 8.30am), cold weather, it really 

is a great place to live. Some of the friends I made there will no doubt be friends for life. Glasgow is the 

best place to study if you are looking for something different to Otago yet quite similar. The culture of 

the city is vibrant and full on, much like the student quarter in Dunedin. There are always things you can 

go do and see and the nightlife is brilliant every night of the week. I found exchange as a whole and 

Glasgow in particular the best thing I have ever done and would highly recommend it to anyone and 

everyone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

London Trip: Lord’s Cricket Ground, England 

Dressing Room (Joe Root’s seat) and Nursery End 

up to Members Pavilion. London Eye on Thames 

River Cruise 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University of Glasgow (Top to bottom): 500 year gate 

built in 1951; Bute Hall; Main Gate and Gatehouse; 

East Quad; Ashton Lane; Isle of Arran on field trip; 

Engineering School water race experiments 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Played St Andrew’s Old Course; New Zealand exchange 

students after win in the Rugby World Cup against 

Australia; Edinburgh Castle Military Tattoo grounds 


