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Glasgow University: Academics 
and Course Load:  
The course load at Glasgow 
University is similar to that of 
Otago University in terms of 
hours of work required per 
course. However there is a lot less 
time spent in lectures and a lot 
more time required for you to do 
outside of lectures (especially in 
law papers.) There is a lot less 
detail given in lectures and 
lectures for Law classes are run 
like seminars for discussion-
based learning. The psychology 
papers are more similar to those 
at Otago in which a Lecturer will talk for the duration of the lecture and 
there is some time for a few questions at various stages.  
 
Exams at the end of the semester are very similar to those of Otago, a 
timetable is posted and they are held under similar conditions. Psychology 
exams (level 3) are one hour long in which you have to answer one 
question from a option of four. Law exams are generally two hours long 
and they are essay based questions.  
 
 
Accommodation:  
There are various types of accommodation in Glasgow and I would 
recommend going to a hall of residence preferably Kelvin Grove, Queen 
Margaret or Murano Student village. This is a great way to meet students 
both Scottish students and other students on exchange. They differ in price 
with Queen Margaret being more expensive and Murano Student Village 
less expensive. They are about 25 minutes walk away from university on 
average and Kelvin Grove is about 15 minutes walk away from university.  
 
Money Matters:  
Most of the accommodation doesn’t include meals like the halls of 
residence in Otago do, therefore you need to keep that in mind when 
considering what you will spend on a weekly basis. Eating out cost 



between 7-15 pounds for an average meal and better quality is usually 
around 18-22 pounds. The nightlife in Glasgow is fairly cheap with a pint 
of beer usually costing around 2 pounds. There are also regular tours 
around Scotland; which are definitely worth doing which are around 20 
pounds.  
 
On average I would probably spend about 60 pounds a week for food, and 
other activities, including a meal out or going to the movies and so on. It is 
quite easy to spend lots of money in a week and some weeks you will 
spend more than other weeks depending on what you are wanting to do. I 
think the recommended budget was 10,000 New Zealand dollars for a 
semester and I spent a bit more than this but roughly the same and I did a 
lot of travelling in the weekends while I was there.  
 
 
Weather:  
The weather in Glasgow is pretty testing at time. There is a lot of rainy 
days and it can be very windy at times. It is particularly bad from January 
to February and it starts to warm up around late April. End of May and 
June is very nice weather with lots of sunshine.  Luckily most things in 
Glasgow have central heating so it’s not cold once your inside this includes 
Hall of residence however not student flats (Similar to Otago ones and can 
be quite cold).  
 
Things to do and places to visit:  
There are lots of places in Scotland to Visit and the following are some of 
the places that I would recommend: A good company to do tours with is 
ISUK Tours (can be found on Facebook)   

 Edinburgh (probably need a 
weekend to see everything it has to 
offer and in particular the Edinburgh 
Castle is worth a visit, it isn’t free but 
definitely worth the money)  

 Loch Lomond and Loch Ness (there 
are regular tours to these places in 
the highlands of Scotland and they 
are beautiful so definitely worth the 
money).  

 Inverness and other areas of the 
highlands are also worth a trip.  

 If you are a Harry potter fan there is 
a trip to where parts of the film were 
made in Glenfinnan and it is an 
amazing place to see. (Pictured 
across) 



 Another amazing place to visit is the Isle of Arran. To get there you 
must catch a train and then a ferry which costs about 30 pounds 
return. It is a really picturesque place with some amazing photo 
opportunities. (pictured below)  

 It is fun to go and watch a football match in Glasgow as the people 
are very passionate about their football and it is definitely a fun 
experience.  

 It is very cheap to train to places in England from Scotland so this is 
another option if you want to see more of the UK.  


