
 
 
Exeter University:  

2014 Semester 2  

BA: Politics (major) and Geography (minor) 

Rough Costs: 
Accommodation at James Owen Court: $5,000 approx. (self-catered) 
Flights: $2,700 return + insurance from Student Flights 

Going on an exchange was an amazing experience in every way. Coming home from mine I 
still struggle to accurately describe what it was like and fully get across to other people how 
much fun it was. I went with two other friends from Otago and we chose Exeter because it 
was one of the few universities in the UK that was both the Otago Commerce Department 
approved and had a Media Studies programme. Being a politics students I could have 
studied at almost any university. Despite this, I do not regret my choice and loved my entire 
time at Exeter. The people were lovely, it’s not all that cold by English standards, and it had 
great student services.  

We left NZ in mid-July, even though our accommodation contract didn’t start till the 13th of 
September, as we spent 2 months backpacking around mainly Western Europe. We 
travelled to 14 countries and 27 different cities. If you are thinking of doing this it is amazing 
and everything about Europe is awesome! However, I do wish we had city hopped less and 
spent more time in cities experiencing them. We arrived back in London on the 13th of 
September and had arranged to take the Exeter University meet, greet and transport service 
from Heathrow, however we went to the wrong terminal by accident and missed it. From 
memory it was about £30 and would have been cheaper considering the train to Exeter cost 
about £50.  



 

As we wanted to stay in a hall of residence we all got placed in James Owen Court. JOC is 
about 15mins walk from Streatham campus where most of the other colleges are and it was 
not the most modern college.  Personally I found this to be the only downside. JOC had 
about 8 blocks of self-catered flats, each one holding 6 or 7 people. Two blocks were 
dedicated to exchange students, and before you got there you could specify what your 
interests were so you would hopefully be placed with like-minded people, while the other 
blocks were almost exclusively fresher’s. This was hugely advantageous as no one really 
knew anyone else in the entire complex. Also as it was first semester there were no already 
formed connections so everyone was ready and willing to meet new people. The other 
advantage was it was the closest residence to town in the shopping and clubbing sense. 
Within 5 minutes’ walk of JOC you would pass Dominoes, Pizza Hut, Subway, KFC, two movie 
theatres, and a fish and chip store. In terms of supermarkets there was a small Tesco’s store 
30 seconds walk and then there were two Cooperatives (one quite large) very close to that 
as well.  

I did not travel much while I was in England and in the 4 months I was there I went to 
London twice, once to see Miranda Hart, the other to see The National. I spent most of my 
time socialising with other exchange students, mainly my flat mates, and other English 
people who lived at JOC. Being on an exchange you only have to pass, and for locals your 
first year results also do not count towards your GPA so being social is a huge part of the 
experience. The clubs and societies at Exeter are well set up and there is a far greater range 
than at Otago. Make the most of these clubs, you will meet lots of fantastic people and each 
society offers lots of social events. My other piece of advice is when they have O-Week 
events, balance attending those with going out with your flat mates. I made the mistake of 
focussing too heavily on my flat mates and not meeting more locals.  

Everywhere I needed to go in Exeter was close enough to walk so I never used the intra city 
buses. When travelling to London I did use the buses, even though they took twice as long 
they were often a third or quarter of the price. The main bus station is also only a 5-10 



minutes’ walk from JOC. There is also a train station that will take you to the main Exeter 
train station that is also less than 5 minutes’ walk from JOC. Trains leave regularly from 
Exeter and there are two generic types. One essentially goes straight to London, the other 
makes lots of stops along the way and takes about 3.5 hours. The average bus ride takes 
about 4.5 to 5 hours. 

 

 


